CSSD Chronicle

State of Connecticut Judicial Branch

Court Support Services Division
Friday, December 10, 2010

CSSD Regional Manager Trevor Johnson Travels

to Russia as an RAROLC Connecticut Delegate

Pskov delegation: First row (L to R) Russian Judge Vyacheslay Surov,
Connecticut Judges Jonathan Silbert and Nina Elgo; back row, (L to R)

Trevor Johnson, CSSD Regional Manager, and Connecticut Judge Ray-
mond Norko

In October, CSSD Adult Probation Regional Manager
Trevor Johnson visited Pskov, Russia as part of a delegation of Con-
necticut officials who presented at a seminar that highlighted effec-
tive criminal rehabilitative practices, and adult and juvenile alterna-
tives to incarceration. Johnson was chosen in part to represent CSSD
because of his background as a program director within an alterna-
tive incarceration program, his years working at the state’s former
Office of Alternative Sanctions, and his current role overseeing pro-
bation Risk Reduction efforts within adult probation. Other mem-
bers of the Connecticut delegation included the Honorable Jonathan
E. Silbert, Honorable Nina F. Elgo, Honorable Raymond Norko, and
Dr. Elena Grigorenko, a native of Russia who currently teaches at
Yale and has partnered with CSSD in the area of juvenile services.

The Connecticut-Pskov partnership began in 2001 when
Judge Silbert, and the Honorable Barry R. Schaller, conducted an
exploratory visit to Russia. They partnered with Russian Chief Re-
gional Court Judge Anatoly Bodnar and agreed on a plan that would
first focus on the reintroduction of jury trials in Pskov. In August of

2001, the partnership was granted mem-
bership in the Russian American Rule of
Law Consortium (RAROLC), a group of
legal communities working together to
develop legal institutions and the rule of
law in both the United States and Russia.
Starting in 2001, Connecticut has hosted
at least one judicial/legal delegation from
Pskov per year, most recently during the
spring of 2010. During their 2010 visit,
Russian officials had the opportunity to
visit community-based programs and at-
tended a seminar that highlighted adult
and juvenile alternatives. This resulted in
the choice of topic for the two-day semi-
nar in October at the Pskov Law Institute.
According to Johnson, the travel
portion of the trip was quite an experi-
ence. It included an eight hour flight from
JFK in New York to Helsinki, Finland,
then a short flight from Helsinki to St Pe-
tersburg, Russia, and ended with a four
hour van ride to Pskov. Upon their arrival,
the Connecticut delegation was treated by
their hosts to a wonderful traditional Rus-
sian dinner before retiring for the evening.
On the second day of the trip, the
delegation traveled to the Pechory Monas-
tery where they met with several Russian
officials including Pskov’s Regional
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Chief Justice, Valery Kondratiev. Lunch was provided at a small, family-style restaurant on the grounds of a his-
toric fort in Pechory. According to Johnson, the delegation was once again treated to outstanding cuisine and fel-
lowship before heading off to observe a hearing at the Pskov Military Garrison Court, a three- judge court that
only handles cases involving military personnel. “Pskov is one of Russia’s oldest cities, dating back over 1100
years,” said Johnson. “The architec-
ture in this rural region was spec-
tacular.”

The two-day Alternatives
Seminar took place at the Pskov Law
Institute of the Federal Penal Service
where the delegation was given a
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justice system—post Soviet Union—
and the challenges the country has
faced with attempts at judicial re-
form. Judge Silbert (who will only
admit to being able to speak
“decent” Russian), helped translate
information from the Connecticut
delegation on the Branch’s efforts to
enforce criminal sanctions, elec-
tronic monitoring of clients, services
for juveniles, and the role of commu-
nity courts as a way of diverting mis-
demeanants and providing them with
necessary social services. Johnson
observed that many of the Russian
presenters, and members of the audi-
ence, were more interested in punishment approaches, but there was also quite a bit of interest by attendees in evi-
dence-based assessments and interventions as a way to reduce recidivism. According to Johnson, both days of the
seminar went beyond the scheduled time due to the volume of questions that the Connecticut delegation received
from those in attendance.

Johnson shared an interesting aspect of the trip to Pskov that was unique to him. As an African American,
he never encountered another Black person during his five days in Russia which he felt added to the usual discom-
fort one normally encounters when visiting a foreign country. “Prior to my trip,” Johnson said, “I re-read an essay
by American author James Baldwin, titled Stranger in the Village, which chronicled Baldwin’s experience as an
expatriate in Switzerland during the 1940’s and ‘50’s. Baldwin’s experience as a Black man helped me to men-
tally navigate the complexities and uniqueness of race within America and what it means to be both an American
and a Black person in a virtually all-white foreign country. I often found myself wondering what the people of
Pskov were thinking when I caught them staring at me as I walked the streets. I wondered how much they knew
about the experience of Blacks in America, or for that matter, Blacks in other parts of Russia.”

Although Johnson was the only CSSD representative on the trip, he was quick to acknowledge the contri-
butions made by CSSD’s Brian Hill, Deputy Director II (Research and Planning), and Michael Aiello, Program
Manager Il (Programs and Services). “The success of the presentation I gave in Russia, as a member of the Con-
necticut delegation, was really a team effort thanks to Brian and Mike.” Johnson also thanked Judge Silbert and
Judge Elgo for interpreting for him during the trip, as well as providing an in-depth education on Russian culture.
“Their example and appreciation of Russian culture was only exceeded by the hospitality of our Russian hosts and
their genuine interest in Connecticut’s best practices,” said Johnson. “I left Russia with a sense of renewed com-
mitment to justice efforts and a belief that I had witnessed and contributed in some small way to what could end
up as one of the greatest societal transformations in history.”

For more information regarding the Russian American Rule of Law Consortium (RAROLC), visit the or-
ganization’s website at www.rarolc.net/about, or contact Trevor Johnson at Trevor.Johnson@jud.ct.gov.

Russian officials give a demonstration to Connecticut Judge Raymond Norko
(center) on the use of GPS monitoring systems to track Russian offenders

The CSSD Chronicle is a regular publication of information and news about the Court Support Services Division.
Questions or comments on this edition, or suggestions for future articles, can be directed to Linda.Grzeika(@jud.ct.gov
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http://www.americanwriters.org/writers/baldwin.asp�
http://www.rarolc.net/about/�
mailto:Trevor.Johnson@jud.ct.gov�
mailto:Linda.Grzeika@jud.ct.gov�


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



