
ALICE PAUL 

I :un Alice P1ul. I"'"' born ooJamwy 11, 1885 in 
.\h. Laurtl Now )<1'1<). Being r.tiS<d a Qumr; chc 
principle> ofgc:ndcr n1u.llity and \\-Orking for rhc 
bcttcnncnt of~oc1cry \vcrc of rhe utmost imporran..:c. 
In keeping \Yith thct1c: v.alucs I \vas able:. u1\likc other 
\\"On1cn llf 1ny thnc, to nurture 1n y cduc:arion. f\.ly 
grnd~1 :1tion fn)1n 5,v,1r1hntorc College in 1905 \Yith :a 
dcgn.-c in biol°'K) w~~ foUo\\·cd by a ~12srcrs' dc~rn:c 
in socioloro· And" Ph.I) . in Economics from the 
Uni\'tf'Sil)' of l>tnnS)·lv.ani.t. 

~I)' .illtgi.tntt to \\'Omt:n's right 10 \'Otc l>cgJn c-.trh 1n my lifc41\s a )Wng g11I, 
I .ltrcodcd loc:-.ll "-omen suffr.a.gc m«tin~ wuh M)' nmrhr.r, i mcmbc:r of1hc­
Na11on:aJ Amcric;.1n \ V,,,n.an Su.ff~ A('\()Ci.t11on_ h "-.un't until I W".b in 
Eogbnd >n1dying 50ei.1) ,,.urk. ho"·c:ver, thJt I \\'ol~ tr.i.n~fonncd from J tt'iC:r\·cJ 
ide-Jlht to ,1 1nili1.1n1 $Ulfr.&gkt. In Engl.iod, I lc;1rncd that public .t.\V".trc11c>:S 
required 1norc 1h:an prA)'Cf5 :and patience. "l)cc:d! not \YOrds" ,v:as the p.1.th th.it 
led en l•:uglhh suftf-.a~enc succes$. 

\Vhcn I rctun1cd 10 An1crica in 1910, I \ v;I) dc1cnnincd to reshape the \'nting 
right> r;1mp:11gn for \\'01nen in chis ce>untr)+. l ns.1c;id ofdfons limited ro 
gaining right"' 'Yi1hin ~ch Sette, my goal \ \".IS a na1k>nal Mnend1ncnt guar.tntec· 
ing "''Ormn't: cqu;a.l tight 10 \"Otc. I mu.,.t ad1n11, 1n)' ~thods in obaining this 
goal \\'t'f'l" rontnl\-cniJ.l t\'Cfl among some ofm) fclk>\\' Nffngtttcs. Unlike th<' 
~artonJI \\'omen·~ J-\ \)()ci;.1.tiott " 'ho t-ndonc:d l~Klcnt \ Vibon :llld "-med \'1th 

1hc Dcmocr.u1c p-Mty, my gool was to hold the poht&c-.t.I system rCSJ)Ofu1ble :anti tQ 

gain attcn11on through pickering and boldly \\'OnJed banners dirccto:I ur the 
President. ~ ly su··.au.-gy led to my being .arrc:litc:-J ,111d i1nprisoncd ' "hen our 
picketing of Pn:~idcnt Wilson continued during the C rc:.1t War. 

\'\' hilc In pri&tHl I, :along \Vith other st1fTr.1gc11c:~. w11s brutally created - \VC '~re 
btatcn and hdd in cold, unsanitary, rat infested cells. I led hunger strikes \Vhich 
resulted in rhc .Juthorirics bringing inc 10 .1 ;-:u1itflriu1n in the: hopes ofh;av111Jt 
me d«Lucd 1nYnc. [\'Cncually. the public b«.unc 41.Yl<m ofour conJitioni. ;anJ 
their OOICf) led l'ttsicl<nc Wilson to chang.: hi• posuion and suppon a <Utfragc: 
amonJmcnc 1hc 19th Am<ndm<nl co oor Con,111u1000 ""'pass«! by boch chc 
Scn;atc .and l louse of Rcprcscnt.tri'-e~ :and,.....) r.ititicd '" rhc summt:r of 1920. 
The $t\'tllt)'•t\'o'U )1!".U b:attlc for \\'Omen's right to vote h:as been \\'On. 

T\viii nc)\v llO\\\'Cr 11ny questions. 
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