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;'\lembc,. u(1hc Pm>. 

~ly name i>John Lewis. Born <he son o(•h>r«rop· 
pus on Fc:bnwy 21, 1940, I",.. raised on m} fanuly\ 
farm in AIJb.imJ. \Vhcn I b'ft'\" up, states .and 

i 
' 

t."Ou1uie ... in the Suuth h.ad •Jim Cro\V La\o,1tthou 
required ~grcg;1tion in public pbrcs like bu'\oi.'.11, 
schools, :ind rcs1.1ur.1otl-'lne:1ning th.it bbck people 
and ,..,hitc people coultln't be there together or o~c the 
s;unc f:adlitics. 

So1nc of1hc Jitn Cr'O\'' La"-s: made i1 ditile-uh or inlpossiblc for bbck people, Jod 
('(;"pcria1ly poor bl:ic:k peoplt, 10 txttciie 1hc;-ir right to \-otc. For t"nmrJr. there 
\\Tl'C poll 1u b¥1--s, "·hich '"nr ,.,Tinrn 1n J ,,...,.thou seemed nrutr"JJ, but in rulilJ' 
:applied only to blxk men and \\"'01ncn.They required us to p;iy spedil t~n in 
order to \·otc in s:u.tc or local election~; tn:any ofus couldn't afford IC> Jl'.l)'• whH,:h 
rnc;an1 '"c could nor \'Ott. Forrun;atcly, 1he Unittd S121cs Supreme Court d«l.lrcd 
poll tiaxcs illegal in 1966. Other law·~ n:<1uired th:u '"'C take literacy tests before 
being :1llowcd to \'Ot<:. Even if 1hcy could g:c1 10 the testi11g place, \Vhich w;as 
frcqucndy very f:1r :l\vayand Ollly open onc.-c ~ llH>nth, a 101 of poor people 
ooultl1t't p.1ss the c.inrcn1ely difficuh 1csrs. :ind couldn't \'Otc as a resuh. 

Fin;tlly. bc)'\lr'ld che IJ\YS, lhctt \vai a lot ofin11mid.1tion. Black proplc \Vho 1ricd 
10 tt-gisrcr to \'Otc ,,·ould ht: inti1nid:urd by thrt<tls that thcyrould )Ch(' their jobs, 
be CY1Clcd (rum 1hcir homes, or worse-gt! b.ldl) hwt or killed. You could >cc 
rhc rnuh ofall orthis in my homct°"·n 111 AJ;&b;ama. A1 one point, the coun1y't 
pc~l<lblion "°' 80 pcrccni black, bu1 1bcn: ""'".' • <inglc bl;ack rcgisten:J •-olcr. 

Even "'""'\"Cry )Uung m:Jn, I knC\v th:u chc vote •is the n1ost ?O'"'·crful nonviolent 
1001,..·c h~vc 111 .L dc1nocr:uic socicry.· 1used 1ny position -as the Ch:1irn1.1n of the 
Srudcnt Nuoviolcnt Coordinating Co1n1ninec, \Vhich org.aniZt'<I college s1udcnu' 
parrlcip:uion in clu: C ivil Riglus r..1lovcntc1u, 10 fight for the equal ri~ht 10 vote 
fi>r :111 Anlcric:an d ti:t,.cns. \'\le organized vo1cr rcgis1·r.:11ion dri\'Ci 1hroughou1 the 
South, 3oUCh 4.5 the Freedom Sun1n1c:r of 1964 in ~ lississippi.1l1c following )'C:&r. 
on M•rch 7, 1965, I lo.a William• and I led a march of600 peaceful prom1crs 
to chc sc.n c: caphol in ~lonrgomc:ry, A1ab:an1.a, 10 dtnX>nstratt (or \'Oting right'\. 
\Vhilc crossing the Ed1nund Perrus Uridgc. \\'C \\'Crc .att:adcd by1\ l:aln1n:a s1.11c 
polio: 1roopcrt in a confrontation known :a.s Bloody Suncby. I \\-.U. bc:atcn M> b.tcll) 
th:u n1y skull "AS broken.. l " '15 .i4o .tnnt«l-1hi:s '"ll one of the 40 tin1ct 
rvc bttn llfttstt-<I. \·Ve didn't b:.ck dcnm, Chough. \·Vith the protection of N;auon.tl 
Cuard 1roc1p:. c:allcd out by President l.yndon Johnson. , ..,.c made it to 
r..1lin1tgon1cry thrc.-..: \vcc:ks :after Bloody Suntl:ay, :and 25,000 people joined 
our d.:1no11"1rntion ~It the stare t.il)litol in iupport of voting rights. 

\\lhcn people ac:russ 1he counrry S<l\\' ne'"'' rcpons Jnd photogrnphs ofoor 
dc:1nons1r.11ions,and c:spcci:aJly rhc \liolcn1rc!iponsc, 1ht ridt" rumed and they 
supporicd action ro pro1cct •-oting righis and figh1 scgrtgarion. I'm proud 10 uy 
th•< C<mgn:ss, urg«f by Pttsidcnt Johnson, pmcd 1hc his<oric \'oring Righis Act 
o( 1965 shortly •flu. 

I ";II now tilkc your question-;:. 
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