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DSS: A VITAL COLLABORATION
I

Many Hartford Community Court defendants arrive at the court because their

Volume 16, Issuel

violation is driven by social need. A lack of resources, histories of substance abuse

and mental health, unemployment and physical illness are just a few of the key

issues they are facing. Although many qualify for the assistance and services they

need, a large number are not connecting with that help on their own. For that

CHS TURKEY reason, the Hartford Community Court cannot overstate the importance of our
DRIVE collaboration with the State Department of Social Services.

Under the partnership between DSS and the Hartford Community Court, DSS

The Hartford Community Court Eligibility Caseworker Tamara Collins works on-site at the court each Tuesday.
helping CHS distribute nearly

900 Thanksgiving dinners
(see more on pg. 4) referred by the Court, DMHAS and

the City of Hartford staff, who are in

Ms. Collins meets with clients

need of, and may qualify for, state

services including food stamps,
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Community Court Statistics

JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT NOV TOTALS
Total Arraignments 1,016 | 1,036 883 875 653 405 4,867
Community Service Hours 3,060 | 5,694 | 4,988 | 4,091 3,718 | 3,060 24,611
Value of CS ($8.25 Min Wage) $25,245|$46,975 [$41,151 |$33,750 | $30,673 | $25,245 $203,039
Social Service Referrals non DMHAS 64 38 28 52 86 83 351
Appearance Rate 91% 90% 91% 90% 92% 92% 91% AVG
Suburban Caseload 17% 14% 11% 12% 18% 20% 15% AVG

JEAN MCGOWAN OPULSKI RETIRES
I

The Hartford Community Court would like to wish a fond farewell to Jean McGowan Opulski, who retired from the Judicial
Branch on October 31, 2013 after serving more than 30 years as a court reporter. Jean was a part of the Hartford Community
Court team since 2003. In addition to her duties as the primary Community Court reporter, responsible for recording each
day’s court proceedings and preparing transcripts when requested, Jean often went above and beyond the call of duty getting
involved to help in-need persons through food and clothing drives.
She was also active in charity walks to raise funds for cancer
research. A renowned and respected professional singer, Jean
also sang at many charity, holiday and memorial events.

“Jean was and is an important part of the Community Court
family,” Program Manager Chris Pleasanton said. “She was
utterly professional in her work, did so many things to help
others and is a dear friend to many of us. She is already missed.”

(Pictured at right) Jean McGowan Opulski




AMTRAK SAFETY CLASS

In the summer of 2013, 638 people were arrested or summonsed to the Hartford
Community Court for criminal behavior during the concert season at the Comcast
Theater and the surrounding parking lots. Of those, 118 people were arrested or
summonsed for criminal trespass by the Amtrak Police because they wandered into
the adjacent rail yard and train tracks. In prior years, several people who wandered
onto the railroad property have gotten seriously injured, including fatalities. Others
have attempted to damage railcars that contained hazardous materials.

In an effort to educate people who trespass in the rail yard, the Amtrak Police have
collaborated with the Hartford Community Court to offer defendants the Amtrak
safety class at the court. Amtrak Police Officers Robert Hanson and Cliff Tucker
conducted two sessions of the safety class at the court this past summer. They
conveyed to participants the many dangers associated with trains and crossing onto
railroad tracks through video presentations and discussions. Many of the participants
expressed a new-found respect for the dangers of railroads in follow-up essays they
were required to write after the class.

Because many of the trespassers in the rail yard were doing so to avoid long lines for
the portable restrooms in the independent parking lots, Assistant State’s Attorney
Tom O’Brien reached out to the lot operators to ask if they would increase the
number of facilities in their lots.

(Pictured at right) AMTRAK Officers Robert Hanson and Cliff Tucker

STRIVE WEST HARTFORD VISIT

Students and teachers from West Hartford’s STRIVE Program were welcome visitors to
the Hartford Community Court on December 4. Nearly a dozen STRIVE students met
with Judge Bradford Ward, Program Manager Chris Pleasanton, West Hartford Social
Worker Joe Kalache and George Dillon of Community Health Services to learn about
the community court and the justice system in Connecticut. They also learned about
factors, including substance abuse and other illnesses that sometimes effect a
person’s involvement in criminal activity and how the court addresses those issues.
The students then observed the court in session and had lunch with court staff.

The West Hartford STRIVE visit was the result of the longstanding collaboration
between the Town of West Hartford Social Services Department and the Hartford
Community Court. West Hartford provides the court with Social Worker Joe Kalache
each Wednesday morning. Mr. Kalache interviews and assesses West Hartford
defendants for their social services needs, makes referrals and follows up on their
progress. Through this collaboration, Mr. Kalache worked with the court and STRIVE to
arrange a visit to the court for the students so they could learn about criminal justice
and the social services programs in their community. The student visit was made
possible with funds West Hartford received from the Capitol Area Substance Abuse
Council and distributes through the West Hartford Substance Abuse Council.

(Pictured at right) STRIVE and West Hartford’s Cheryl Kassow, Joan Biagone, Joe Kalache,
Mike Davis with Chris Pleasanton (Community Court) and George Dillon (CHS)

“Many people get into trouble,
or are hurt, because they aren’t
thinking about the danger
associated with their conduct.
We appreciate the Amtrak
Police Department’s willingness
to work with us to educate
people and keep them safe and
out of trouble in the future.”

Tom O’Brien
Assistant State’s Attorney

“West Hartford’s STRIVE
students were terrific visitors.
They had excellent questions

and shared some great insights
about what they observed in
court. We are looking forward to
their visit next year.”

Chris Pleasanton
Program Manager



CHS: THANKS-FOR-GIVING!

Community Health Services on Albany Avenue is a true community
leader when it comes to helping people in Hartford. In addition to the
outstanding medical, dental, pediatric, podiatric and behavioral and
addiction health care provided by CHS, they go above and beyond to
help Hartford residents in many other ways, including coat drives and
dental clinics. CHS lived up to its reputation for helping people in need
this Thanksgiving when it distributed 891 Thanksgiving turkeys with all
the sides and fixings to in-need persons and families in Hartford.

The Hartford Community Court’s Community Service Team was honored
to help CHS with the Thanksgiving dinner distribution by sending four
crews to CHS to assist. The community service defendants helped the
CHS team distribute the food, carry the heavy bags of turkeys and food
to the cars for elderly recipients and clean up the site afterwards.

“CHS did a beautiful thing by providing
Thanksgiving food for so many people in
(Pictured at right, clockwise from top) The Community Service work crews Hartf?rd. We were so pleased to help with this
unload the trucks and help prepare the dinner packages. Some of the nearly 900 project and our crews really felt a sense of

dinners CHS distributed community by participating.”

Deborah Barrows
CPA Program Manager

CHS HEALTH FAIR
]

In recognition of the 2013 National Health Center Week, on August 15 CHS held a
massive outdoor health fair where local residents could connect with CHS services

including blood pressure and HIV testing, eye-care and pediatric health care. People
were also able to connect with other community service providers at the fair,
including the MDC water cleanliness project and the Hartford Police and Fire
Departments, among many others.

The Hartford Community Court sent several community service work crews, under
the care of field supervisor Alice Gibbs and CPA Program Operations Director Deb
Rogala, to assist with the event, helping to set up the tables, cleaning the area, and
helping CHS representatives hand out free materials, including healthcare brochures
and bottled water. The crews also helped break down and clean up at the conclusion
of the event.

“CHS contributes a great deal to the Hartford Community Court in the form of George

N

Dillon of the AMIR Program, David Weaver and Pat Miles of the CHS HIV Outreach (Top) pA'S Deb Rogala and

and Education Program and Lisa Snipes, who provides information and small personal Alice Gibbs
(Below) Hartford Community

) Court’s Chris Pleasanton
were very grateful for the opportunity to return help to CHS and thank them for all and CHS HIV Outreach

care items each week at the court,” Program Manager Chris Pleasanton said. “We

they do for us.” Specialist David Weaver



RESTITUTION

In some cases that come before the Hartford Community Court the
defendant is alleged to have damaged property. Everything from
broken windows, torn clothing and smashed yard fixtures to broken
bicycles have been involved. As part of his offer to defendants in these
cases, Assistant State’s Attorney Tom O’Brien requires them to pay
restitution to the victim, whose property was damaged. The restitution
is paid through Bail Commissioner Tammy Niemann, who accepts a
money order from the defendant and forwards the money order to the
victim. Bail Commissioner Niemann and Attorney O’Brien track the
cases in some of which the defendants make small monthly payments
towards the restitution. In 2013 alone, over $25,000 in restitution has
been forwarded through Bail Commissioner Niemann.

“Restitution is an important tool for me to directly help a victim in
some cases,” Attorney O’Brien said. “For a person on a fixed or limited
income, especially, the only way | can make them whole is by requiring
restitution from a defendant for the property they damaged.”

(Pictured at right) Bail Commissioner Tammy Niemann

A VISITOR FROM NEW ZEALAND

Since his retirement in 2009, the Hartford Community Court’s original
prosecutor, Glenn Kaas, has stayed active in the legal community first by
lecturing on restorative courts and alternative justice at Trinity College
in Dublin, Ireland and also through his wife Carolyn Wilkes Kaas, who is a
professor at Quinnipiac School of Law. As such, he met Dr. Annabel
Taylor, senior lecturer and director of postgraduate studies at the
University of Canterbury of Christchurch, New Zealand. Dr. Taylor is
participating in an exchange program at Quinnipiac until February and
became interested in the Hartford Community Court after listening to
Glenn speak of the model and his years at the court and he quickly
arranged a visit.

Dr. Taylor, along with Quinnipiac Prof. Linda Meyer, met with Judge
Robert F. McWeeny, Program Manager Chris Pleasanton, Community
Service Program Manager Deborah Barrows, Community Service Field
Supervisor Geoffrey Greene and Assistant State’s Attorney Tom O’Brien
to discuss various aspects of the Hartford Community Court. She then
observed the first morning session of the court and toured the facility.

(Pictured at right) Glenn Kaas, Assistant State’s Attorney (Ret), Dr. Annabel Taylor,
University of Canturbury, Christchurch, New Zealand, Chris Pleasanton

“Bail Commissioner Niemann does an
excellent job managing matters involving
restitution. It goes a long way to helping

people feel a sense of restoration.”

Tom O’Brien
Assistant State’s Attorney

“We were very honored by Dr. Taylor’s
visit and encouraged by the global interest
in problem solving courts.”

Chris Pleasanton
Program Manager



PLANTING A SEED IN HARTFORD
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PLANTING A SEED IN HARTFORD CcONTINUED

(Clockwise from top) Assistant State’s Attorney Tom
O’Brien, CPA Community Service Field Supervisor Alice
Gibbs, and Program Manager Chris Pleasanton till the
garden plot to prepare it for next spring. Community

service work crews rake leaves and remove rocks in the
vicinity. The garden plot after being tilled. Supervising
Judicial Marshal Frank Lucca and Assistant State’s
Attorney Tom O’Brien at the site.



A FAMILY COMMITMENT TO SERVICE

As an Officer and Sergeant with the Farmington Police for over thirty

years, Terrijean Erasmus has led a life committed to public service. Upon

her retirement, Terrijean continued her commitment to serving others
by furthering her education at Upper lowa University and serving as an
intern with the Hartford Community Court social services team. When
interning at the Hartford Community Court, Terrijean works under the
supervision of City of Hartford Caseworker Yanira Rodriguez, whom she
helps interview and assess defendants for their social service needs,
make referrals to appropriate services and monitor the progress of
referrals.

Terrijean’s commitment to public service also extends to her son, Lance
Corporal James Rider, of the HMLA 167 USMC Airframes. We are happy
to report Lance Corporal Rider, a Marine since 2010, recently returned
home safely after a six-month deployment in Afghanistan.

(Pictured at right) Terrijean greets her son, Lance Corporal James Rider,
upon his return to the United States.

MAACM

“We would like to thank Terrijean for her
outstanding work as an intern with the
Hartford Community Court and thank her son,
Lance Corporal Rider, for his service to our
country. Welcome home, James!”

Yanira Rodriguez
City of Hartford

Chris Pleasanton was an invited panelist at the 2013 Mid-Atlantic
Association of Court Managers Annual Meeting in Atlantic City, NJ
on September 30. The conference was attended by judges and court
administrators from across the region from New York to Georgia.
Mr. Pleasanton served on a panel discussing the community court
model along with Danielle Malingone of The Center for Court
Innovation (New York), Jethro Antoine of Newark Community Court
(New Jersey) and Dan Cipullo of the Washington D.C Courts system.
The panel was moderated by Marianne Kennedy of Delaware.

(Pictured at right) Chris Pleasanton (Hartford, CT), Marianne Kennedy
(Delaware), Danielle Malingone (Center for Court Innovation NY),
Dan Cipullo (Washington DC), Jethro Antoine (Newark, NJ).

“It was an honor to share Hartford’s
experience and to learn about the exciting
community court innovations being made by
my distinguished colleagues. They are doing
great things in their courts.”

Chris Pleasanton
Program Manager



CHARTER OAK MOBILE HEALTH VAN

The Charter Oak Health Center mobile health van is returning to
the Community Court every other Friday between 9:30 and
11:30 a.m. Visitors to the court and other member of the public
can access the health care services available on the van including
physicals, sick visits, flu shots, immunization and diabetes and
hypertension management.

For more information on the Charter Oak Health Center and the
mobile health van, please visit their website,
www.thecharteroak.org.

~-‘;;‘”' ‘ ek,

“Charter Oak provides access to basic health care to

in-need persons throughout Hartford. We are very
appreciative of their presence at the Hartford

(Pictured at right) Mary Samson and Maria Rosario of the Community Court.”

Charter Oak Health Center’s Mobile Health Van
Yanira Rodriguez

City of Hartford Caseworker

CAPE VERDE JUDICIAL DELEGATION VISIT
s

The Hartford Community Court was pleased to host a visit by
judicial administrators from Cape Verde on October 10. The
Cape Verde delegation, guests of Supreme Court Justice Lubbie
Harper, Jr., visited several state and federal courts in both
Connecticut and New York to examine judicial concepts to
bring back to their nation’s judicial system.

While at the Hartford Community Court, the Cape Verde
delegation met with Hon. Bradford Ward, Program Manager
Chris Pleasanton, Assistant State’s Attorney Tom O’Brien,
Public Defender Jon Newman, City of Hartford Caseworker
Yanira Rodriguez and Community Service Program Manager
Deborah Barrows, who each explained their roles at the

community court. The delegation was then able to observe

“We were honored to be visited by the judicial team
from Cape Verde and we learned as much from their
visit as we hope we shared.”

the court in session.

Chris Pleasanton

(Pictured at right) Justice Lubbie Harper, Jr. (far right) , Program Manager

Community Court Program Manager Chris Pleasanton (center)
with the Cape Verde judicial delegation.


http:www.thecharteroak.org

ELIZABETH ROSA NAMED CREW LEADER
%

The Hartford Community Court and Community Partner’s in Action are proud to announce Elizabeth Rosa has been selected to
be the new crew leader for the court’s community service team. Ms. Rosa has previously served as a community service field
supervisor, working with defendant work crews on projects throughout Hartford. Prior to joining the community service team,
Ms. Rosa worked for Community Solutions for more than nine years,
earning several promotions, eventually serving as a shift supervisor. She
also volunteers with East Hartford’s Community Emergency Response
Team where she assists in times of crisis such as hurricanes.

In her position as crew leader, Ms. Rosa will be responsible for supervising
the five field supervisors, working with them to ensure scheduled projects
are completed, troubleshooting any on-site problems and maintaining

defendant attendance reports for the court. She also works with the Court
and CPA Program Manager Deborah Barrows to reach out to residents and

community groups to develop new community service projects that will
have a positive impact on our neighborhoods. In Ms. Barrow’s absence,

Ms. Rosa will be in charge of the community service team. Elizabeth’s leadership and expertise has

made a dynamic contribution to the
“Elizabeth has continually taken the initiative to learn each aspect of the community service program and will help
community service team’s operations,” Ms. Barrows said. “I feel confident take us to a higher level of excellence.”
in having her represent the court and the community service program in S TS
my absence.” CPA Program Manager

(Pictured at right) Elizabeth Rosa

MARYSOL NARVAEZ JOINS COM SERVICE

The Hartford Community Court would like to welcome Marysol Narvaez

to the court’s Community Service Team. Marysol was recently hired as an
administrative assistant by Community Partners in Action. Her duties will
include signing defendants up for community service after their court
appearance, which also includes going over the expectations and
requirements of community service with them, working with CPA Program
Manager Deborah Barrows and Crew Leader Elizabeth Rosa to manage the
day-to-day operations of the community service program, assisting in the
compilation of statistics and reports and other general office duties. Her

bilingual abilities will also help the team to communicate more effectively
with a wider range of defendants.

“Marysol has shown herself to be a great
Marysol was born and raised in Hartford. She and her husband Marcus addition to the Community Court team. Her

are raising four children; Alexandra, Amaryllis, Analise and Elias. work is top notch; she treats people with

respect and she is willing to go above and
beyond to help others.”

Deborah Barrows
(Pictured at right) Marysol Narvaez CPA Program Manager



COMMUNITY SERVICE SITES

[
October 2013

Putnam St., Flatbush Ave., Hillside
Ave., Magnolia St., Lawrence St.

Benton St., Wilson PI.,
Catherine St., Bonner St.

Maple Ave., Collins St., Summit St.,
Hamilton St., Mather St.

S. Marshall St., Jefferson St.,
Ward St., Lincoln St., Forest St.

1 Ebony Horse Women EC, 2 Albany Ave., Clark St., Walnut St., 3 Sherbrooke Ave., Charter Oak PI., 4 Campfield Ave., Preston St.,
Holcomb Farms, Russ St., Chesnut St., Edgewood St., Laurel St., S. Marshall St., Bond St., Elliot St., Flatbush Ave.,
HTFD Public Safety Complex Capen St., Madison St., Lincoln St. Forest St., Hudson St., FOODSHARE Hillside Ave., New Britain Ave.
7 FOODSHARE, Jumoke Academy, 8 Russ St., Congress St., Alden St., 9 Riverfront Recapture, Amity St., 10 Stonington St., Norwich St., 11 Acton St., Rosemont St., Kent St.,
Ridgefield St., King St., Morris St., Anawan St., Rowe St., Dorothy St., Barker St., Groton St., Chatman St., Acton St., Addison St., Melrose St.,
Hampton St., Colebrook St. Capitol Ave., Putnam St. Whitmore St., Belden St. Westland St., FOODSHARE Garden St., Sharon St., Garfield St.
14 Columbus Day 15 Madison Ave,, Carpenter St., Kibbe | 16 Kent St., Adams St., Milford St., 17 FOODSHARE, Wadsworth St., 18 Battles St., Loomis St., Pliny St.,
St., Evergreen Ave., Francis Ave., Huyshope Ave., Van Block Ave., Buckingham St., Hudson St., Guilford St., Mather St., Heath St.,
Tremont St., Bartholomew St., Hamilton St. John St., Capen St., Shultas PI., Chadwick St., Whitney St.
2 1 FOODSHARE, Ashford St., Imlay St., 22 Holcomb Farms, HTFD Public 23 Riverfront Recapture, Laurel St., 24 FOODSHARE, James St., Amity St., 25 Preston St., Otis St., Adams St.,
Beacon St., Addison St., Melrose Safety Complex, Francis Ave., Orange St., Russ St., Arbor St., Barker St., Bond St., Rowe Ave., Seyms St., Belden St., East St.,
St., Ashford St., Rosemont St. Buckley Ave., Carpenter St. Hazel St., Baltic St., Garden St. Dorothy St., Whitmore St. Florence St., Lisbon St.
28  FOODSHARE, Newton St., 2Q  Pawtucket St., Shultas P, 3()  Riverfront Recapture, WebsterSt, | 31 FOODSHARE, King St., Julius St.,

November 2013

Albany Ave., Florence St.,
Seyms St., Belden St., FOODSHARE

Ebony Horse Women EC,
HTFD Public Safety Complex

E. Raymond St., Middlefield St.,
Bellevue St., Pavilion St.

] Clark St., Capen St., Russ St.,
Washington St., Sherbrooke Ave.,
Charter Oak PI.
4 Saybrook St., Sherbrooke Ave., 5 Ebony Horse Women EC, Love Ln., 6 Mortson St., Maple Ave., Russ St., 7 Albany Ave., Main St., Forest St., 8 Curtis St., Hughes St., Irving St.,
Bonner St., Jumoke Academy, Sargent St., Gillett St., Ashley St., Windsor Ave., Kibbe St., S. Marshall St., Tremont St., Mather St., Magnolia St., Otis St.,
Barbour St., Flatbush Ave. Willard St., Huntington St., Niles St. Webster St, Babcock St. Beacon St., Sequassen St. Martin St., Roxbury St.
1 1 Veteran’s Day 12 S. Whitney St., Kibbe St., 13 Allendale Rd., Ledger St., 14 Acton St., Nelson St., Russ St., 15 Hampton St., Coventry St., Zion St.,
Simms St., Cabot St., Center St., Brown St., Arnold St., Brooke St., Albany Ave., Lawrence St., Burton St., Pliny St., Westland St.,
Simms St., Winship St. Judson St., Catherine St. Ashford St., Edgewood St. Bond St., FOODSHARE
18 Salvation Army, FOODSHARE, 19  Affleck St., Allen PI., Lisbon St., 2()  Waverly St, Auburn St., Norfolk St., | 5] Broad St., Nepaquash St., Bliss St., | DD CHS Turkey Drive, Lafayette St.,
Eastford St., Ashley St., May St., Harbison Ave., Summit St., Baltimore St., Willard St., Redding St., Hamilton ST., Zion St., Oak St., Grand St., York St.,
Harper St., Adams St., Kent St. Weehasset St., Groton St. Townley St., Riverfront Recapture Lincoln St., FOODSHARE Putnam St.
25 Deerfield Ave., Lennox St., East St., 26 Summit St., Coolidge St., Dart St., 27 Crance Ct., Harriet Tubman Ct., 28 Thanksgiving Day 29 Orange St., Arbor St., Owen St.,

Park Terr., Gray St., Fales St.,
Case St., Frederick St., Laurel St.

December 2013

High St., Ann St., Garden St.,
Spring St., Summer St.

Wyllys St., Annawan St., Dean St.,
Groton St., Lisbon St.

HAPPY

NEW

2 FOODSHARE, Townley St., May St., 3 Ebony Horsewomen EC, 4 Brookfield St., Natick St., Stone St., 5 FOODSHARE, Sigourney St., 6 Whitmore St., Bond St., Benton St.,
Willard St., Ashley St., Irving St., Squire St., Washington St., Waterford St., Arlington St., Hawthorn St., Collins St., Fraser St., Webster St., Adelaide St.,
Burton St., Cabot St., Woodland Dr. Putnam St., Broad St., Wolcott St. Westbrook St., Nepaug St. Laurel St., Townley St., Willard St. Stedman St., Baker St.

9 FOODSHARE, Pliny St., Lenox St., 1 0 Ebony Horse Women EC, Otis St., ] ] Washington St. 1 2 FOODSHARE, Hungerford St., ] 3 Dorothy St., Hughes St., Hazel St.,
Bedford St., Fairmont St., Preston St., Kenneth St., Dalton St., Grand St., Case St., Niles St., Curtis St., James St., Heath St.,
Deerfield Ave., Guilford St. Mountford St., Brunswick St. Russ St., S. Marshall St. Arbor St., Orange St.

16 FOODSHARE, Warrenton Ave., 17 Ebony Horse Women EC, 18 Charter Oak Coat Drive, 19 FOODSHARE, W. Raymond St., 20 New Park Ave., Francis Ct.,
S. Whitney St., Huntington St., Martin St., Judson St., Risley St., Snow Removal Projects Love Ln., Harper St., Vineland Terr., Clermont St., Giddings St.,
Cone St., Imlay St. Winchester St., Auburn St. Rockville St. Waterford St.

23 FOODSHARE, Kensington St., 24 Ebony Horse Women EC, Oak St., 25 Christmas Day 26 FOODSHARE, Sharon St., Palm St., 27 Canton St., Donald St., Mahl Ave.,
Greenwich St., Cambridge St., Barnard St., Essex St., Seymour St., Canterbury St., Woodstock St., Bethel St., Bellevue St.,
Taylor St., Johnson St., Earle St. Lafayette St., Lawrence St. Colton St., Ridgefield St. Wooster St., Edwards St.

30 FOODSHARE, Winthrop St., 3 1 Ebony Horse Women EC,

YEAR!
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