
Minutes of the Annual Meeting 
Judges of Superior Court 
June 14, 2024 
  

A meeting of the Judges of the Superior Court was held at the UConn School of Law 
located at 45 Elizabeth Street, Hartford, pursuant to notice, on Friday, June 14, 2024 commencing 
at approximately 4:00 p.m.  
  
Present: Chief Justice: Robinson; Supreme Court Justices: D’Auria and McDonald; Chief 
Judge of the Appellate Court: Bright; Appellate Court Judges: Clark, Moll, Seeley, Suarez, 
Westbrook; Superior Court Judges: Aaron, Alfano, Allard, Altermatt, Anker, Armata, Baio, 
Bhatt, Birckhead, Boni-Vendola, Bozzuto, Brillant, Brown, Buckley, Budzik, Calistro, 
Carrasquilla, Caruso, Chadwick, Chaplin, Chavey, Cirello, Clark, Cobb, Connors, K., Connors, 
S., Cooper, Cordani, Damiani, D’Andrea, Daniels, Davis, Dawson, DeCastro-Tunnard, Dembo, 
DeMeola, Diana, Doyle, K., Doyle, P., Droney, Egan, Esperance-Smith, Farley, Ficeto, Frechette, 
Geathers, Gold, Golger, Gonzalez, Gordon, Graff, Green, Griffin, Grispin, Grogins, Grossman, 
Guarnieri, Gustafson, Harmon, Henry, Hernandez, Hoffman, Jacobs, Jean-Louis, Jones, Klau, 
Knight, Knox, Kowalski, Kwak, Larock, Laskos, Lawlor, Leaming, Lobo, Lohr, Lopez, Lynch, 
Macierowski, Massicotte, McLaughlin, McShane, Medina, Menjivar, Menon, Moore, Morgan, 
Moses, Murphy, M., Murphy, S., Nadim, Nascimento, Nastri, Necci, Nguyen-O’Dowd, Nieves, 
Noble, Nugent, O’Hanlan, O’Neill, Ozalis, Papastavros, Parkinson, Pavia, Pelosi, Phoenix-Sharpe, 
Pierson, Prats, Preleski, Price-Boreland, Rapillo, Reed, Regan, Reid, Richards, Riley, Rosen, 
Rubino, Russo, Sanchez-Figueroa, Schibley, Schuman, Schwartz, Segarra, Shaban, Shah, Shaikh, 
Shay, Skyers, Smith, Spader, Spallone, Stango, Stevens, Stewart, Stone, Streeto, Taylor, Thomas, 
Tindill, Torres, Tung, Vatti, Vitale, Vizcarrondo, Wax-Krell, Weiner, Welch J., Welch T., Wilson, 
Wu, Zagaja, Zingaro; Senior Judges: Abrams, Caron, Conway, Goodrow, Maronich, Randolph, 
Shluger, Sicilian, Young. 
 
 
 Judge Bozzuto, Chief Court Administrator, called the meeting to order and welcomed the 

judges to the Annual Meeting.  

 Judge Bozzuto called for a motion to approve the minutes of the last Annual Meeting that 

was held on June 9, 2023. The motion was seconded and approved unanimously. Judge Bozzuto 

introduced Chief Justice Robinson to give his remarks. Chief Justice Robinson thanked Judge 

Bozzuto and Judge Ficeto for their daily contributions to the Judicial Branch. Chief Justice 

Robinson also noted the passing of former Chief Justice Ellin Ash Peters and noted that he will be 

retiring in September.  



 Judge Bozzuto thanked Chief Justice Robinson for his remarks and expressed that he would 

be missed and wished him well in retirement. Judge Bozzuto then presented a PowerPoint 

highlighting the previous year. The PowerPoint began with budgetary and facilities information as 

well as a legislative update. Next, Judge Bozzuto introduced the newest judges; Judges Nicole 

Anker, Tamar Birkhead, Corrin Boni-Vendola, Kristin Connors, Steve Dembo, Cody Guarnieri, 

Christine Jean-Louis, Christina Lopez, Sara Nadim, Matthew Necci, Susan Nugent, John Regan, 

Maria Rodriguez, Adam Schibley, Pedro Segarra, Eric Smith, Alayna Stone, Melissa Streeto, 

Nicole Tung, Matthew Wax-Krell and Colleen Zingaro. Judge Bozzuto also introduced the new 

family support magistrate: Magistrate Jessica Simpson. Judge Bozzuto recognized, and held a 

moment of silence, for Judges Thomas Corradino, Anthony Truglia and Stanley Novac who passed 

away during the previous year. Finally, Judge Bozzuto presented plaques of appreciation to the 

outgoing chief administrative judges and administrative judges; Judges Lisa Kelly Morgan and 

Dawne G. Westbrook. Judge Bozzuto then introduced Associate Justice Andrew J. McDonald, 

Chair of the Rules Committee, to present the next agenda item, a review of the rule changes 

recommended by the Rules Committee.  

 Justice McDonald thanked the members of the Rules Committee, specifically Judges 

Armata, Chaplin, Green, Macierowski, McLaughlin, Pierson, Prats and Stewart. He also thanked 

the chief administrative judges for their expertise and input as well as all the judges who submitted 

proposed rules. Finally, Justice McDonald thanked Legal Services and specifically Joe Del 

Ciampo for their assistance over the last year.  Justice McDonald called for a motion to adopt the 

recommendations of the Rules Committee regarding sections of the Practice Book which had been 

sent to the judges in advance on May 22, 2024. The motion was moved, seconded, and approved 

unanimously.  



 Regarding Section 21-25 that was adopted and was intended to clarify the application of 

the rules for receivers set forth in Chapter 21 of the Practice Book, Justice McDonald further 

recommended that the rule continue in effect, uninterrupted, upon promulgation, which is the 

publication in the Connecticut Law Journal in connection therewith that the provision of Section 

1-9 of the Practice Book that no rule shall become effective less than sixty days after its 

promulgation be waived because the circumstances require that Section 21-25 be adopted 

expeditiously. A motion to adopt the recommendation was made, seconded, and approved 

unanimously.  

 Justice McDonald further recommended that all other revisions to the Practice Book that 

were forwarded to the judges for use at the meeting and were just adopted, become effective 

January 1, 2025. A motion to adopt the recommendation was made, seconded, and approved 

unanimously.  

 Justice McDonald further recommended that the Reporter of Judicial Decisions may make 

editorial and technical changes to the revisions, including changes in numbering and lettering. A 

motion to adopt the recommendation was made, seconded, and approved unanimously.  

The Practice Book revisions adopted at this meeting are attached to these minutes as 

Appendix A.  

Justice McDonald turned the meeting back over to Judge Bozzuto. The election of Judges 

to the Rules Committee was the next agenda item. Judge Bozzuto introduced the Chair of the 

Nominating Committee, Judge Pavia, to provide the list of four judges to serve on the Rules 

Committee for one-year terms commencing on July 1, 2024. On behalf of the Nomination 

Committee, Judge Pavia moved to approve the nominations of Judges Elizabeth A. Stewart, 
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Practice Book Revisions

Recommended by the

Rules Committee of the Superior Court

Superior Court Rules

Including Commentaries to Proposals

The following revisions are recommended to the Practice Book.

Brackets are used for deletions, and underlines are used for added

language. The designation ‘‘NEW’’ is printed with the title of each

proposed new rule.

Rules Committee of the

Superior Court
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CHAPTER AND SECTION HEADING OF THE RULES

SUPERIOR COURT—GENERAL PROVISIONS

CHAPTER 1
SCOPE OF RULES

Sec.
1-4. Family Division

CHAPTER 2
ATTORNEYS

Sec.
2-1. County Court Designations concerning Bar Admission

Process
2-13A. Military Spouse Temporary Licensing
2-27A. Minimum Continuing Legal Education

CHAPTER 3
APPEARANCES

Sec.
3-10. Motion To Withdraw Appearance

SUPERIOR COURT—PROCEDURE IN CIVIL MATTERS

CHAPTER 8
COMMENCEMENT OF ACTION

Sec.
8-1. Process

CHAPTER 10
PLEADINGS

Sec.
10-13. —Method of Service
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CHAPTER 13
DISCOVERY AND DEPOSITIONS

Sec.
13-29. —Place of Deposition
13-30. —Deposition Procedure
13-32. [Stipulations] Agreements regarding Discovery and Deposi-

tion Procedure

CHAPTER 17
JUDGMENTS

Sec.
17-44. Summary Judgments; Scope of Remedy

CHAPTER 21
RECEIVERS

Sec.
21-25. Applicability of Rules

SUPERIOR COURT—PROCEDURE IN FAMILY MATTERS

CHAPTER 25
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec.
25-1. Definitions Applicable to Proceedings on Family Matters
25-3. Action for Custody of Minor Child
25-4. Action for Visitation of Minor Child
25-5. Automatic Orders upon Service of Complaint or Application
25-17. —Date for Hearing
25-23. Motions, Requests[,] and Orders of Notice [and Short Calen-

dar]
25-26. Modification of Custody, Alimony or Support
25-30. Statements To Be Filed
25-34. Procedure for Short Calendar [Repealed]
25-34A. (NEW) Scheduling of Motions
25-49. Definitions
25-50. Case Management [Repealed]
25-50A. (NEW) Case Management under Pathways
25-51. When Motion for Default for Failure To Appear Does Not

Apply
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25-53. Reference of Family Matters
25-68. Right to Counsel in State Initiated Parentage [Paternity]

Actions

SUPERIOR COURT—PROCEDURE IN FAMILY SUPPORT
MAGISTRATE MATTERS

CHAPTER 25a
FAMILY SUPPORT MAGISTRATE MATTERS

Sec.
25a-8. Order for Notice
25a-12. Order of Pleadings
25a-17. Motion To Open Judgment of Parentage [Paternity] by

Acknowledgement
25a-22. Interrogatories; In General

SUPERIOR COURT—PROCEDURE IN JUVENILE MATTERS

CHAPTER 26
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec.
26-1. Definitions Applicable to Proceedings on Juvenile Matters
26-2. Persons in Attendance at Hearings

CHAPTER 27
RECEPTION AND PROCESSING OF DELINQUENCY

COMPLAINTS OR PETITIONS
Sec.
27-1A. Referrals for Nonjudicial Handling of Delinquency Com-

plaints
27-4. Additional Offenses and Misconduct
27-4A. Ineligibility for Nonjudicial Handling or Diversion of Delin-

quency Complaint
27-5. Initial Interview for Delinquency Nonjudicial Handling Eligibil-

ity
27-6. Denial of Responsibility
27-7. —Written Statement of Responsibility
27-8A. Nonjudicial Supervision—Delinquency
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CHAPTER 29
RECEPTION AND PROCESSING OF DELINQUENCY PETITIONS

AND DELINQUENCY INFORMATIONS
Sec.
29-1. Contents of Delinquency Petitions or Informations

CHAPTER 30
DETENTION

Sec.
30-3. Advisement of Rights
30-4. Notice to Parents by Juvenile Residential Center Personnel
30-5. Detention Time Limitations
30-6. Basis for Detention
30-7. Place of Detention Hearings
30-8. Initial Order for Detention; Waiver of Hearing
30-10. Orders of a Judicial Authority after Initial Detention Hearing
30-11. Detention after Dispositional Hearing
30-12. Where Presence of a Detained Child or Youth May Be by

Means of an Interactive Audiovisual Device

CHAPTER 30a
DELINQUENCY HEARINGS

Sec.
30a-1. Initial Plea Hearing
30a-4. Plea Canvass
30a-5. Dispositional Hearing
30a-6. —Statement on Behalf of Victim
30a-8. Records

CHAPTER 31a
DELINQUENCY MOTIONS AND APPLICATIONS

Sec.
31a-5. Motion for Judgment of Acquittal
31a-11. Motion for New Trial
31a-13. Take into Custody Order
31a-14. Physical and Mental Examinations
31a-15. Mentally Ill Children and Youth
31a-18. Modification of Probation and Supervision
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CHAPTER 32a
RIGHTS OF PARTIES NEGLECTED, ABUSED, AND UNCARED
FOR CHILDREN AND TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS

Sec.
32a-1. Right to Counsel and To Remain Silent

CHAPTER 33a
PETITIONS FOR NEGLECT, UNCARED FOR, DEPENDENCY AND
TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS: INITIATION OF PRO-

CEEDINGS, ORDERS OF TEMPORARY CUSTODY
AND PRELIMINARY HEARINGS

Sec.
33a-2. Service of Summons, Petitions and Ex Parte Orders
33a-3. Venue
33a-4. Identity [or] of Alleged Genetic Parent Unknown; Location

of Respondent, Person Presumed To Be the Parent Pursu-
ant to General Statutes § 46b-488 (a) (3) or Alleged Genetic
Parent Unknown

33a-6. Order of Temporary Custody; Ex Parte Orders and Orders
To Appear

33a-7. Preliminary Order of Temporary Custody or First Hearing;
Actions by Judicial Authority

CHAPTER 34a
PLEADINGS, MOTIONS AND DISCOVERY NEGLECTED, ABUSED

AND UNCARED FOR CHILDREN AND TERMINATION OF
PARENTAL RIGHTS

Sec.
34a-6. Pleadings Allowed and Their Order
34a-9. Motion To Dismiss
34a-13. Further Pleading by Respondent or Child or Youth
34a-14. Response to Summary of Facts
34a-23. Motion for Emergency Relief

CHAPTER 35a
HEARINGS CONCERNING NEGLECTED, ABUSED AND UNCARED
FOR CHILDREN AND TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS

Sec.
35a-4. Motions To Intervene
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35a-8. Burden of Proceeding
35a-12. Protective Supervision —Conditions, Modification and Ter-

mination
35a-12A. Motions for Transfer of Guardianship
35a-14. Motions for Review of Permanency Plan
35a-14A. Revocation of Commitment
35a-18. Opening Default
35a-19. Transfer from Probate Court of Petitions for Removal of

Parent as Guardian or Termination of Parental Rights
35a-22. Where Presence of Person May Be by Means of an Inter-

active Audiovisual Device
35a-23. Child’s or Youth’s Hearsay Statement; Residual Exception

SUPERIOR COURT—PROCEDURE IN CRIMINAL MATTERS

CHAPTER 40
DISCOVERY AND DEPOSITIONS

Sec.
40-13B. (NEW) Notice by Prosecuting Authority of Intention To Use

Prior Uncharged Sexual Misconduct Involving a Person
Other Than the Victim in Sexual Assault Cases
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE
GENERAL PROVISIONS OF THE SUPERIOR COURT RULES

Sec. 1-4. Family Division

The family division of the Superior Court shall consist of the follow-

ing parts:

(1) J—Juvenile matters including neglect, dependency, delinquency,

families with service needs and termination of parental rights.

(2) S—Support and parentage [paternity] actions.

(3) D—All other family relations matters, including dissolution of

marriage or civil union cases.

COMMENTARY: The Section has been amended to comply with

the requirements of the Parentage Act, Public Acts 2021, No. 21-15.

Sec. 2-1. County Court Designations concerning Bar Admis-

sion Process

(a) For the purposes of this chapter, each Superior Court location

designated below shall be the Superior Court for the county in which

it is situated: the Superior Court for the judicial district of [Fairfield at]

Bridgeport shall be the Superior Court for Fairfield county; the Superior

Court for the judicial district of New Haven at New Haven shall be the

Superior Court for New Haven county; the Superior Court for the judicial

district of Litchfield at [Litchfield] Torrington shall be the Superior Court

for Litchfield county; the Superior Court for the judicial district of Hart-

ford at Hartford shall be the Superior Court for Hartford county; the

Superior Court for the judicial district of Middlesex at Middletown shall

be the Superior Court for Middlesex county; the Superior Court for

the judicial district of Tolland at Rockville shall be the Superior Court
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for Tolland county; the Superior Court for the judicial district of New

London at Norwich shall be the Superior Court for New London county;

and the Superior Court for the judicial district of Windham at Putnam

shall be the Superior Court for Windham county.

(b) The chief clerk for each judicial district court location mentioned

above shall be the clerk for the corresponding Superior Court county

location.

COMMENTARY: The revisions to this section change the judicial

district of Fairfield to the judicial district of Bridgeport, consistent with

Public Acts 2023, No. 23-46, § 26, and the judicial district of Litchfield

at Litchfield to the judicial district of Litchfield at Torrington, consistent

with Public Acts 2019, No. 19-64, § 20.

Sec. 2-13A. Military Spouse Temporary Licensing

(a) Qualifications. An applicant who meets all of the following

requirements listed in subdivisions (1) through (11) of this subsection

may be temporarily licensed and admitted to the practice of law in

Connecticut, upon approval of the bar examining committee. The

applicant:

(1) is the spouse of an active duty service member of the United

States Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, [or] Coast Guard or

Space Force and that service member is or will be stationed in Connect-

icut due to military orders;

(2) is licensed to practice law before the highest court in at least

one state or territory of the United States or in the District of Columbia;

(3) is currently an active member in good standing in every jurisdic-

tion to which the applicant has been admitted to practice, or has

resigned or become inactive or had a license administratively sus-
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pended or revoked while in good standing from every jurisdiction with-

out any pending disciplinary actions;

(4) is not currently subject to lawyer discipline or the subject of a

pending disciplinary matter in any other jurisdiction;

(5) meets the educational qualifications required to take the exami-

nation in Connecticut;

(6) possesses the good moral character and fitness to practice law

required of all applicants for admission in Connecticut;

(7) has passed an examination in professional responsibility or has

completed a course in professional responsibility in accordance with

the regulation of the bar examining committee;

(8) is or will be physically residing in Connecticut due to the service

member’s military orders;

(9) has not failed the Connecticut bar examination within the past

five years;

(10) has not had an application for admission to the Connecticut

bar or the bar of any state, the District of Columbia or United States

territory denied on character and fitness grounds; and

(11) has not failed to achieve the Connecticut scaled score on the

uniform bar examination administered within any jurisdiction within the

past five years.

(b) Application Requirements. Any applicant seeking a temporary

license to practice law in Connecticut under this section shall file an

application and payment of such fee as the bar examining committee

shall from time to time determine. Such application shall be filed with

the director of the committee and shall set forth the applicant’s qualifica-

tions as hereinbefore provided, and shall certify whether the applicant

has a grievance pending against him or her, has ever been repri-
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manded, suspended, placed on inactive status, disbarred, or has ever

resigned from the practice of law and, if so, setting forth the circum-

stances concerning such action. In addition, the applicant shall file

with the committee the following:

(1) a copy of the applicant’s military spouse dependent identification

and documentation evidencing a spousal relationship with the ser-

vice member;

(2) a copy of the service member’s military orders to a military

installation in Connecticut or a letter from the service member’s com-

mand verifying that the requirement in subsection (a) (8) of this section

is met;

(3) certificate(s) of good standing from the highest court of each

state, the District of Columbia or United States territory to which the

applicant has been admitted, or proof that the applicant has resigned,

or become inactive or had a license administratively suspended or

revoked while in good standing; and

(4) recommendations from two attorneys who personally know the

applicant certifying to his or her good moral character and fitness to

practice law.

(c) Duration and Renewal.

(1) A temporary license to practice law issued under this rule will

be valid for three years provided that the temporarily licensed attorney

remains a spouse of the service member and resides in Connecticut

due to military orders or continues to reside in Connecticut due to the

service member’s immediately subsequent assignment specifying that

dependents are not authorized to accompany the service member. The

temporary license may be renewed for one additional two year period.
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(2) A renewal application must be submitted with the appropriate

fee as established by the bar examining committee and all other docu-

mentation required by the bar examining committee, including a copy

of the service member’s military orders. Such renewal application shall

be filed not less than thirty days before the expiration of the original

three year period.

(3) A temporarily licensed attorney who wishes to become a perma-

nent member of the bar of Connecticut may apply for admission by

examination or for admission without examination for the standard

application fee minus the application fee paid to the committee for the

application for temporary license, not including any fees for renewal.

(d) Termination.

(1) Termination of Temporary License. A temporary license shall

terminate, and a temporarily licensed attorney shall cease the practice

of law in Connecticut pursuant to that admission, unless otherwise

authorized by these rules, thirty days after any of the following events:

(A) the service member’s separation or retirement from military

service;

(B) the service member’s permanent relocation to another jurisdic-

tion, unless the service member’s immediately subsequent assignment

specifies that the dependents are not authorized to accompany the

service member, in which case the attorney may continue to practice

law in Connecticut as provided in this rule until the service member

departs Connecticut for a permanent change of station where the

presence of dependents is authorized;

(C) the attorney’s permanent relocation outside of the state of Con-

necticut for reasons other than the service member’s relocation;
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(D) upon the termination of the attorney’s spousal relationship to

the service member;

(E) the attorney’s failure to meet the annual licensing requirements

for an active member of the bar of Connecticut;

(F) the attorney’s request;

(G) the attorney’s admission to practice law in Connecticut by exami-

nation or without examination;

(H) the attorney’s denial of admission to the practice of law in Con-

necticut; or

(I) the death of the service member.

Notice of one of the events set forth in subsection (d) (1) must be

filed with the bar examining committee by the temporarily licensed

attorney within thirty days of such event. Notice of the event set forth in

subsection (d) (1) (I) must be filed with the committee by the temporarily

licensed attorney within thirty days of the event, and the attorney shall

cease the practice of law within one year of the event. Failure to

provide such notice by the temporarily licensed attorney shall be a

basis for discipline pursuant to the Rules of Professional Conduct

for attorneys.

(2) Notice of Termination of Temporary License. Upon receipt of

the notice required by subsection (d) (1), the bar examining committee

shall forward a request to the statewide bar counsel that the license

under this chapter be revoked. Notice of the revocation shall be mailed

by the statewide bar counsel to the temporarily licensed attorney.

(3) Notices Required. At least sixty days before termination of the

temporary admission, or as soon as possible under the circumstances,

the attorney shall:
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(A) file in each matter pending before any court, tribunal, agency

or commission a notice that the attorney will no longer be involved in

the case; and

(B) provide written notice to all clients receiving representation from

the attorney that the attorney will no longer represent them.

(e) Responsibilities and Obligations.

An attorney temporarily licensed under this section shall be subject

to all responsibilities and obligations of active members of the Connect-

icut bar, and shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the courts and

agencies of Connecticut, and shall be subject to the laws and rules

of Connecticut governing the conduct and discipline of attorneys to

the same extent as an active member of the Connecticut bar. The

attorney shall maintain participation in a mentoring program provided

by a state or local bar association in the state of Connecticut.

COMMENTARY: The revisions to this section add a reference to

the United States Space Force, as a recognized branch of the United

States armed forces, consistent with Public Acts 2023, No. 23-71.

Sec. 2-27A. Minimum Continuing Legal Education

(a) On an annual basis, each attorney admitted in Connecticut shall

certify, on the registration form required by Section 2-27 (d), that the

attorney has completed in the last calendar year no less than twelve

credit hours of appropriate continuing legal education, at least two

hours of which shall be in ethics/professionalism. The ethics and pro-

fessionalism components may be integrated with other courses. This

rule shall apply to all attorneys except the following:

(1) Judges and senior judges of the Supreme, Appellate or Superior

Courts, judge trial referees, family support magistrates, family support
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magistrate referees, administrative law judges, elected constitutional

officers, federal judges, federal magistrate judges, federal administra-

tive law judges or federal bankruptcy judges;

(2) Attorneys who are disbarred, resigned pursuant to Section 2-

52, on inactive status pursuant to Section 2-56 et seq., or retired

pursuant to Section 2-55 or 2-55A;

(3) Attorneys who are serving on active duty in the armed forces of

the United States for more than six months in such year;

(4) Attorneys for the calendar year in which they are admitted;

(5) Attorneys who earn less than $1000 in compensation for the

provision of legal services in such year;

(6) Attorneys who, for good cause shown, have been granted tempo-

rary or permanent exempt status by the Statewide Grievance Com-

mittee.

(b) Attorneys may satisfy the required hours of continuing legal edu-

cation:

(1) By attending legal education courses provided by any local, state

or special interest bar association in this state or regional or national

bar associations recognized in this state or another state or territory

of the United States or the District of Columbia (hereinafter referred

to as ‘‘bar association’’); any private or government legal employer;

any court of this or any other state or territory of the United States or

the District of Columbia; any organization whose program or course

has been reviewed and approved by any bar association or organiza-

tion that has been established in any state or territory of the United

States or the District of Columbia to certify and approve continuing

legal education courses; and any other nonprofit or for-profit legal

education providers, including law schools and other appropriate con-



Page 17

tinuing legal education providers, and including courses remotely pre-

sented by video conference, webcasts, webinars, or the like by said

providers.

(2) By self-study of appropriate programs or courses directly related

to substantive or procedural law or related topics, including profes-

sional responsibility, legal ethics, or law office management and pre-

pared by those continuing legal education providers in subsection (b)

(1). Said self-study may include viewing and listening to all manner

of communication, including, but not limited to, video or audio

recordings or taking online legal courses. The selection of self-study

courses or programs shall be consistent with the objective of this rule,

which is to maintain and enhance the skill level, knowledge, ethics

and competence of the attorney and shall comply with the minimum

quality standards set forth in subsection (c) (6).

(3) By publishing articles in legal publications that have as their

primary goal the enhancement of competence in the legal profession,

including, without limitation, substantive and procedural law, ethics,

law practice management and professionalism.

(4) By teaching legal seminars and courses, including the participa-

tion on panel discussions as a speaker or moderator.

(5) By serving as a full-time faculty member at a law school accred-

ited by the American Bar Association or approved by the state bar

examining committee, in which case, such attorney will be credited

with meeting the minimum continuing legal education requirements

set forth herein.

(6) By serving as a part-time or adjunct faculty member at a law

school accredited by the American Bar Association or approved by
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the state bar examining committee, in which case, such attorney will

be credited with meeting the minimum continuing legal education

requirements set forth herein at the rate of one hour for each hour of

classroom instruction and one hour for each two hours of preparation.

(7) By serving as a judge or coach for a moot court or mock trial

course or competition that is part of the curriculum at or sanctioned

by a law school accredited by the American Bar Association or

approved by the state bar examining committee, or a high school or

undergraduate mock trial or moot court competition that is sanctioned

by a court, bar association or law school accredited by the American

Bar Association or approved by the state bar examining committee,

and requires the attorney to consider and to apply substantive legal

principles, including, but not limited to, rules of evidence, and to provide

a critique of the competitors’ performance.

(c) Credit computation:

(1) Credit for any of the above activities shall be based on the actual

instruction time, which may include lecture, panel discussion, and

question and answer periods. Credit for the activity listed in subsection

(b) (7) shall be based upon the actual judging or coaching time, up

to four hours for each activity per year, two hours of which may be

earned by judging or coaching high school or undergraduate mock

trial or moot court competitions. Self-study credit shall be based on

the reading time or running time of the selected materials or program.

(2) Credit for attorneys preparing for and presenting legal seminars,

courses or programs shall be based on one hour of credit for each

two hours of preparation. A maximum of six hours of credit may be
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credited for preparation of a single program. Credit for presentation

shall be on an hour for hour basis. Credit may not be earned more

than once for the same course given during a calendar year.

(3) Credit for the writing and publication of articles shall be based

on the actual time required for both researching and drafting. Each

article may be counted only one time for credit.

(4) Continuing legal education courses ordered pursuant to Section

2-37 (a) (5) or any court order of discipline shall not count as credit

toward an attorney’s obligation under this section.

(5) Attorneys may carry forward no more than two credit hours in

excess of the current annual continuing legal education requirement

to be applied to the following year’s continuing legal education

requirement.

(6) To be eligible for continuing legal education credit, the course

or activity must: (A) have significant intellectual or practical content

designed to increase or maintain the attorney’s professional compe-

tence and skills as an attorney; (B) constitute an organized program

of learning dealing with matters directly related to legal subjects and

the legal profession; and (C) be conducted by an individual or group

qualified by practical or academic experience.

(d) Attorneys shall retain records to prove compliance with this rule

for a period of seven years. Such records shall be made available

to the Statewide Grievance Committee or its counsel, the minimum

continuing legal education commission, or the disciplinary counsel

upon request.

(e) Nothing in this section shall be construed to allow the Statewide

Grievance Committee or its counsel, the minimum continuing legal
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education commission, or the disciplinary counsel to conduct random

audits solely to determine whether an attorney is in compliance with

this section.

(f) An attorney who fails to comply with the minimum continuing

legal education requirement shall be administratively suspended from

the practice of law in this state pursuant to Section 2-27B.

(g) A Minimum Continuing Legal Education Commission (commis-

sion) shall be established by the Judicial Branch and shall be com-

posed of four Superior Court judges and four attorneys admitted to

practice in this state, all of whom shall be appointed by the chief justice

of the Supreme Court or his or her designee and who shall serve

without compensation. The charge of the commission will be to provide

advice regarding the application and interpretation of this rule and to

assist with its implementation including, but not limited to, the develop-

ment of a list of frequently asked questions and other documents to

assist the members of the bar to meet the requirements of this rule.

COMMENTARY—2017: It is the intention of this rule to provide

attorneys with relevant and useful continuing legal education covering

the broadest spectrum of substantive, procedural, ethical and profes-

sional subject matter at the lowest cost reasonably feasible and with

the least amount of supervision, structure and reporting requirements,

which will aid in the development, enhancement and maintenance of

the legal knowledge and skills of practicing attorneys and will facilitate

the delivery of competent legal services to the public.

The rule also permits an attorney to design his or her own course

of study. The law is constantly evolving and attorneys, like all other
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professionals, are expected to keep abreast of changes in the profes-

sion and the law if they are to provide competent representation.

Subsection (a) provides that Connecticut attorneys must complete

twelve credit hours of continuing legal education per calendar year.

Subsection (a) also lists those Connecticut attorneys, who are exempt

from compliance, including, among others: judges, senior judges, attor-

neys serving in the military, new attorneys during the year in which

they are admitted to practice, attorneys who earn less than $1000 in

compensation for the provision of legal services in the subject year,

and those who obtain an exempt status for good cause shown. The

subsection also provides an exemption for attorneys who are dis-

barred, resigned, on inactive status due to disability, or are retired. The

exemption for attorneys who earn less than $1000 in compensation

in a particular year is not intended to apply to attorneys who claim that

they were not paid as a result of billed fees to a client. All compensation

received for the provision of legal services, whether the result of billed

fees or otherwise, must be counted. There is no exemption for attor-

neys who are suspended or on administrative suspension. Subsection

(d) requires an attorney to maintain adequate records of compliance.

For continuing legal education courses, a certificate of attendance

shall be sufficient proof of compliance. For self-study, a contemporane-

ous log identifying and describing the course listened to or watched

and listing the date and time the course was taken, as well as a copy

of the syllabus or outline of the course materials, if available, and,

when appropriate, a certificate from the course provider, shall be suffi-

cient proof of compliance. For any other form of continuing legal educa-

tion, a file including a log of the time spent and drafts of the prepared

material shall provide sufficient proof of compliance.
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COMMENTARY—2025: The changes to this section allow an attor-

ney to satisfy up to two hours of the required hours of continuing

legal education by serving as a judge or coach for a high school or

undergraduate mock trial or moot court competition.

Sec. 3-10. Motion To Withdraw Appearance

(a) No motion for withdrawal of appearance shall be granted unless

good cause is shown and until the judicial authority is satisfied that

reasonable notice has been given to other attorneys of record and

that the party represented by the attorney was served with the motion

and the notice required by this section or that the attorney has made

reasonable efforts to serve such party. All motions to withdraw appear-

ance shall be set down for argument and when the attorney files such

motion, he or she shall obtain such argument date from the clerk.

(b) In civil and family cases, a motion to withdraw shall include the

last known address of any party as to whom the attorney seeks to

withdraw his or her appearance and shall have attached to it a notice

to such party advising of the following: (1) the attorney is filing a motion

which seeks the court’s permission to no longer represent the party

in the case; (2) the date and time the motion will be heard and whether

such hearing will be conducted in person or remotely. If the hearing

is conducted remotely, the attorney will provide the party with any

information necessary to access the hearing remotely; (3) the party

may appear in person [court] on that date and address the court

concerning the motion if the hearing will be conducted in person and

may appear remotely on that date and address the court concerning

the motion if the hearing will be conducted remotely; (4) if the motion

to withdraw is granted, the party should either obtain another attorney

or file an appearance on his or her own behalf with the court; and (5)
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if the party does neither, the party will not receive notice of court

proceedings in the case and a nonsuit or default judgment may be

rendered against such party. If the hearing has not been scheduled

at the time that the attorney files and serves the motion and notice,

the attorney shall serve the party with a revised notice that provides

the information required by subdivisions (2) and (3) of this subsection.

(c) In criminal and juvenile matters, the motion to withdraw shall

comply with subsections (b) (1), (2) and (3) of this section and the

client shall also be advised by the attorney that if the motion to withdraw

is granted the client should request court appointed counsel, obtain

another attorney or file an appearance on his or her own behalf with

the court and be further advised that if none is done, there may be

no further notice of proceeding and the court may act.

(d) In addition to the above, each motion to withdraw appearance

and each notice to the party or parties who are the subject of the

motion shall state whether the case has been assigned for pretrial or

trial and, if so, the date so assigned.

(e) The attorney’s appearance for the party shall be deemed to have

been withdrawn upon the granting of the motion without the necessity

of filing a withdrawal of appearance.

COMMENTARY: The changes to subsection (b) of this section

require the attorney seeking to withdraw his or her appearance to

notify the party as to whom the attorney seeks to withdraw such

appearance whether the hearing on the motion to withdraw will be

conducted in person or remotely and, if it will be conducted remotely,

provide the party with any information necessary to access such

hearing.
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The change to subsection (b) (3) of this section makes it clear

that the party as to whom the attorney seeks to withdraw his or her

appearance can address the court regardless of whether the hearing

is remote or in person.

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE
CIVIL RULES

Sec. 8-1. Process

(a) Process in civil actions shall be a writ of summons or attachment,

describing the parties, the court to which it is returnable and the time

and place of appearance, and shall be accompanied by the plaintiff’s

complaint. Such writ may run into any judicial district or geographical

area and shall be signed by a Commissioner of the Superior Court or

a judge or clerk of the court to which it is returnable. Except in those

actions and proceedings indicated below, the writ of summons shall

be on a form substantially in compliance with the following Judicial

Branch forms prescribed by the chief court administrator: Form JD-

FM-3 in family actions, Form JD-HM-32 in summary process actions,

and Form JD-CV-1 in other civil actions, as such forms shall from time

to time be amended. Any person proceeding without the assistance

of counsel shall sign the complaint and present the complaint and

proposed writ of summons to the clerk; the clerk shall review the

proposed writ of summons and, unless it is defective as to form, shall

sign it.

(b) For administrative appeals brought pursuant to General Statutes

§ 4-183 et seq., process and service of process shall be made in

accordance with General Statutes § 4-183 (c) and Practice Book Sec-

tion 14-7A (a).
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(c) Form JD-FM-3, Form JD-HM-32, and Form JD-CV-1 shall not

be used in the following actions and proceedings:

(1) Applications for change of name.

(2) Proceedings pertaining to arbitration.

(3) Probate appeals.

(4) Administrative appeals.

(5) Verified petitions to adjudicate parentage [for paternity].

(6) Verified petitions for support orders.

(7) Any actions or proceedings in which an attachment, garnishment

or replevy is sought.

(8) Applications for custody.

(9) Applications for visitation.

(d) A plaintiff may, before service on a defendant, alter printed forms

JD-FM-3, JD-HM-32, and JD-CV-1 in order to make them conform to

any relevant amendments to the rules of practice or statutes.

COMMENTARY: The revisions to this section comply with the

requirements of the Parentage Act, Public Acts 2021, No. 21-15.

Sec. 10-13. —Method of Service

Service upon the attorney or upon a self-represented party, except

service pursuant to Section 10-12 (c), may be by delivering a copy or

by mailing it to the last known address of the attorney or party. Delivery

of a copy within this section means handing it to the attorney or to

the party; or leaving it at the attorney’s office with a person in charge

thereof; or, if there is no one in charge, leaving it in a conspicuous

place therein; or, if the office is closed or the person to be served has

no office, leaving it at the usual place of abode. Delivery of a copy

within this rule may also mean electronic delivery to the last known

electronic address of the attorney or party, provided that electronic
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delivery to a self-represented party was consented to in writing by that

party [the person served]. An attorney or self-represented party who

files a document electronically with the court must serve it electronically

on (1) any [attorney or] self-represented party who consented in writing

to electronic delivery under this section and (2) all attorneys who are

not exempt from e-filing. Any attorney who is not exempt from e-filing

is required to accept electronic delivery. Service by mail is complete

upon mailing. Service by electronic delivery is complete upon sending

the electronic notice unless the party making service learns that the

attempted service did not reach the electronic address of the person

to be served. Service pursuant to Section 10-12 (c) shall be made in

the same manner as an original writ and complaint is served or as

ordered by the judicial authority.

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section provide that (1) elec-

tronic delivery of a copy within this rule to a self-represented party

must be consented to in writing by the self-represented party, and (2)

an attorney or self-represented party who files a document electroni-

cally with the court must serve it electronically on any self-represented

party who consented in writing to electronic filing and all attorneys

who are not exempt from e-filing. The changes also require that any

attorney who is not exempt from e-filing is required to accept elec-

tronic delivery.

Sec. 13-29. —Place of Deposition

(a) Any party who is a resident of this state may be compelled by

notice as provided in Section 13-27 (a) to give a deposition at any

place within the county of such party’s residence, or within thirty miles

of such residence, or at such other place as is fixed by order of the
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judicial authority or as otherwise agreed. A plaintiff who is a resident

of this state may also be compelled by like notice to give a deposition

at any place within the county where the action is commenced or

is pending.

(b) A plaintiff who is not a resident of this state may be compelled

by notice under Section 13-27 (a) to attend at the plaintiff’s expense

an examination in the county of this state where the action is com-

menced or is pending or at any place within thirty miles of the plaintiff’s

residence or within the county of his or her residence or in such other

place as is fixed by order of the judicial authority or as otherwise agreed.

(c) A defendant who is not a resident of this state may be compelled:

(1) By subpoena to give a deposition in any county in this state in

which the defendant is personally served, or

(2) By notice under Section 13-27 (a) to give a deposition at any

place within thirty miles of the defendant’s residence or within the

county of his or her residence or at such other place as is fixed by

order of the judicial authority or as otherwise agreed.

(d) A nonparty deponent may be compelled by subpoena served

within this state to give a deposition at a place within the county of

his or her residence or within thirty miles of the nonparty deponent’s

residence, or if a nonresident of this state within any county in this

state in which he or she is personally served, or at such other place

as is fixed by order of the judicial authority or as otherwise agreed

including the nonparty deponent.

(e) In this section, the terms ‘‘plaintiff’’ and ‘‘defendant’’ include

officers, directors and managing agents of corporate plaintiffs and

corporate defendants or other persons designated under Section 13-

27 (h) as appropriate.
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(f) If a deponent is an officer, director or managing agent of a

corporate party, or other person designated under Section 13-27 (h),

the place of examination shall be determined as if the residence of

the deponent were the residence of the party.

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section provide that the place

at which a deposition will be given or an examination conducted shall

be as identified in the rule or as fixed by the judicial authority. The

changes also provide that the parties and, where applicable, the non-

party deponent may otherwise agree to the place of the deposition

or examination.

Sec. 13-30. —Deposition Procedure

(a) Examination and cross-examination of deponents may proceed

as permitted at trial. The officer before whom the deposition is to be

taken shall put the deponent on oath and shall personally, or by some-

one acting under the officer’s direction, record the testimony of the

deponent. The testimony shall be taken stenographically or recorded

by any other means authorized in accordance with Section 13-27 (f).

If the testimony is taken stenographically, it shall be transcribed at the

request of one of the parties.

(b) All objections made at the time of the examination to the qualifica-

tions of the officer taking the deposition, or to the manner of taking it,

or to the evidence presented, or to the conduct of any party, and any

other objection to the proceedings, shall be noted by the officer upon

the deposition. Evidence objected to shall be taken subject to the

objections. Every objection raised during a deposition shall be stated

succinctly and framed so as not to suggest an answer to the deponent

and, at the request of the questioning attorney, shall include a clear

statement as to any defect in form or other basis of error or irregularity.
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A person may instruct a deponent not to answer only when necessary

to preserve a privilege, to enforce a limitation directed by the court,

or to present a motion under subsection (c) of this section. In lieu of

participating in the oral examination, parties may serve written ques-

tions in a sealed envelope on the party taking the deposition and the

party shall transmit the questions to the officer, who shall propound

them to the witness and record the answers verbatim.

(c) At any time during the taking of the deposition, on motion of a

party or of the deponent and upon a showing that the examination is

being conducted in bad faith or in such manner as unreasonably to

annoy, embarrass, or oppress the deponent or party, the court in which

the action is pending may order the officer conducting the examination

forthwith to cease taking the deposition, or may limit the scope and

manner of the taking of the deposition as provided in Section 13-5. If

the order made terminates the examination, it shall be resumed there-

after only upon the order of the court in which the action is pending.

(d) If requested by the deponent or any party, when the testimony

is fully transcribed the deposition shall be submitted to the deponent

for examination and shall be read to or by the deponent. Any changes

in form or substance which the deponent desires to make shall be

entered upon the deposition by the officer with a statement of the

reasons given by the deponent for making them. The deposition shall

then be signed by the deponent certifying that the deposition is a true

record of the deponent’s testimony, unless the parties by stipulation

waive the signing or the witness is ill or cannot be found or refuses

to sign. If the deposition is not signed by the deponent within thirty

days after its submission to the deponent, the officer shall sign it and

state on the record the fact of the waiver or of the illness or absence
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of the deponent or the fact of the refusal or failure to sign together

with the reason, if any, given therefor; and the deposition may then

be used as fully as though signed unless, on a motion to suppress

under Section 13-31 (c) (4), the judicial authority holds that the reasons

given for the refusal or failure to sign require rejection of the deposition

in whole or in part.

(e) The person recording the testimony shall certify on the deposition

that the witness was duly sworn by the person, that the deposition is

a true record of the testimony given by the deponent, whether each

adverse party or his agent was present, and whether each adverse

party or his agent was notified, and such person shall also certify

the reason for taking the deposition. The person shall then cause a

watermark or other indicia of origin to be added to the deposition and

shall then promptly deliver it to the party at whose request it was taken

and give to all other parties a notice that the deposition has been

transcribed and so delivered. The party at whose request the deposi-

tion was taken shall file the deposition with the court at the time of trial.

(f) Documents and things produced for inspection during the exami-

nation of the deponent, shall, upon the request of a party, be marked

for identification and annexed to and returned with the deposition, and

may be inspected and copied by any party, except that (1) the person

producing the materials may substitute copies to be marked for identifi-

cation, if the person affords to all parties fair opportunity to verify the

copies by comparison with the originals, and (2) if the person producing

the materials requests their return, the officer shall mark them, give

each party an opportunity to inspect and copy them, and return them
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to the person producing them, and the materials may then be used

in the same manner as if annexed to and returned with the deposition

to the court, pending final disposition of the case.

(g) The parties may [stipulate in writing and file with the court] agree,

or the court may upon motion order, that a deposition be taken by

telephone, videoconference, or other remote electronic means. For

the purposes of Sections 13-26 through 13-29 and this section, such

a deposition is deemed taken at the place where the deponent is to

answer questions. Except as otherwise provided in this subsection,

the rules governing the practice, procedures and use of depositions

shall apply to remote electronic means depositions. The following

additional rules, unless otherwise agreed [in writing by the parties]

or ordered by the court, shall apply to depositions taken by remote

electronic means:

(1) The [deponent shall be in the] presence of the officer administer-

ing the oath and recording the deposition may be remote to the depo-

nent. An officer may administer an oath by means of an interactive

audiovisual device to any party, witness or other participant in a pro-

ceeding who appears pursuant to this section, provided such officer

can see, hear and clearly identify the participant to whom the oath is

to be administered via the audiovisual device.

[(2) Any exhibits or other demonstrative evidence to be presented

to the deponent by any party at the deposition shall be provided to

the officer administering the oath and all other parties prior to the depo-

sition.

(3)] (2) Nothing in subsection (g) shall prohibit any party from being

with the deponent during the deposition, at that party’s expense; pro-
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vided, however, that a party attending a deposition shall give written

notice of that party’s intention to appear at the deposition to all other

parties within a reasonable time prior to the deposition.

[(4)] (3) The party at whose instance the remote electronic means

deposition is taken shall pay all costs of the remote electronic means

deposition for the transmission from the location of the deponent and

one site for participation of counsel located in the judicial district where

the case is pending together with the cost of the stenographic, video or

other electronic record. The cost of participation in a remote electronic

means deposition from any other location shall be paid by the party

or parties participating from such other location.

(h) Notwithstanding this section, a deposition may be attended by

any party by remote electronic means even if the party noticing the

deposition does not elect to use remote electronic means if (1) a party

desiring to attend by remote electronic means provides written notice

of such intention to all parties in either the notice of deposition or a

notice served in the same manner as a notice of deposition and (2)

if the party electing to participate by remote electronic means is not

the party noticing the deposition, such party pays all costs associated

with implementing such remote electronic participation by that party.

(i) Nothing contained in any provision providing for the use of remote

electronic means depositions shall prohibit any party from securing a

representative to be present at the location where the deponent is

located to report on the record any events which occur in that location

which might not otherwise be transmitted and/or recorded by the elec-

tronic means utilized.
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(j) The party on whose behalf a deposition is taken shall bear the

cost of the original transcript, and any permanent electronic record

including audio or videotape. Any party or the deponent may obtain

a copy of the deposition transcript and permanent electronic record

including audio or videotape at its own expense.

COMMENTARY: The change to this section deleting the require-

ment for a written stipulation reflects the current general practice in

these matters.

The change in subdivision (1) of subsection (g) allows for remote

oath taking and for the court reporter to be physically remote to the

witness.

The deletion of subdivision (2) of subsection (g) is for consistency;

exhibits are not required to be exchanged in advance of in-person

depositions, and that same procedure should apply to remote depo-

sitions.

Sec. 13-32. [Stipulations] Agreements regarding Discovery and

Deposition Procedure

Unless the court orders otherwise, the parties may [by written stipula-

tion] agree (1) [provide] that depositions may be taken before any

person, at any time or place, upon any notice, and in any manner,

and when so taken may be used as other depositions, and (2) to

modify the procedures provided by this chapter for other methods

of discovery.

COMMENTARY: The change to this section removes the request

for a written stipulation in favor of an agreement, the form of which is

not mandated.

Sec. 17-44. Summary Judgments; Scope of Remedy

In any action, including administrative appeals which are enumer-

ated in Section 14-7 (c), any party may move for a summary judgment
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as to any [claim] cause of action or defense as a matter of right at

any time if no scheduling order exists and the case has not been

assigned for trial. If a scheduling order has been entered by the court,

either party may move for summary judgment as to any [claim] cause

of action or defense as a matter of right by the time specified in the

scheduling order. If no scheduling order exists but the case has been

assigned for trial, a party must move for permission of the judicial

authority to file a motion for summary judgment. These rules shall be

applicable to counterclaims and cross complaints, so that any party

may move for summary judgment upon any counterclaim or cross

complaint as if it were an independent action. The pendency of a

motion for summary judgment shall delay trial only at the discretion

of the trial judge.

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section replace the term

‘‘claim’’ with the term ‘‘cause of action.’’ These changes make this

Practice Book section, the first of a series of summary judgment rules,

consistent with the rules on pleadings and motions in Chapter 10,

which use the term ‘‘cause of action.’’ These changes are not intended

to alter summary judgment practice in any respect.

Sec. 21-25. Applicability of Rules

Sections 21-1 through 21-24 shall apply to receivers except as

otherwise provided by law, including the Uniform Commercial Real

Estate Receivership Act pursuant to Chapter 930 of the General Stat-

utes, and Section 21-19.

COMMENTARY: The judges adopted this rule effective upon pro-

mulgation in the Connecticut Law Journal (June 20, 2023) until one

year following such date, unless further extended. The Rules Commit-

tee recommends that this rule be extended indefinitely.
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE
FAMILY RULES

Sec. 25-1. Definitions Applicable to Proceedings on Family

Matters

(a) The following shall be ‘‘family matters’’ within the scope of these

rules: Any actions brought pursuant to General Statutes § 46b-1,

including, but not limited to, dissolution of marriage or civil union, legal

separation, dissolution of marriage or civil union after legal separation,

annulment of marriage or civil union, alimony, support, custody, and

change of name incident to dissolution of marriage or civil union,

habeas corpus and other proceedings to determine the custody and

visitation of children except those which are properly filed in the Supe-

rior Court as juvenile matters, the establishing of [paternity] parentage,

enforcement of foreign matrimonial or civil union judgments, actions

related to prenuptial or pre-civil union and separation agreements and

to matrimonial or civil union decrees of a foreign jurisdiction, actions

brought pursuant to General Statutes § 46b-15, custody proceedings

brought under the provisions of the Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction

and Enforcement Act and proceedings for enforcement of support

brought under the provisions of the Uniform Interstate Family Sup-

port Act.

(b) Whenever a rule applicable to family matters as defined in sub-

section (a) of this Section provides for the scheduling of a motion or

other matter on the short calendar, the rule may be satisfied by the

scheduling of the motion or other matter for a case date, motion docket,

or other court event, so long as any time periods specified in the rule

for the scheduling of the matter are observed.
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COMMENTARY: The revisions to this section conform to the Con-

necticut Parentage Act, Public Acts 2021, No. 21-15, which has broad-

ened matters of parentage in Connecticut beyond that of paternity. A

subsection (b) was added to explain that rules applicable to family

matters that require scheduling of a motion on a short calendar are

satisfied by the scheduling of the motion for a case date, motion docket

or other court event.

Sec. 25-3. Action for Custody of Minor Child

Every application in an action for custody of a minor child, other

than actions for dissolution of marriage or civil union, legal separation

or annulment, shall state the name and date of birth of such minor

child or children, the names of the parents and legal guardian of such

minor child or children, and the facts necessary to give the court

jurisdiction. The application shall comply with Section 25-5. Such appli-

cation shall be commenced by an order to show cause. Upon presenta-

tion of the application and an affidavit concerning children, the judicial

authority shall cause an order to be issued requiring the adverse party

or parties to appear on a day certain and show cause, if any there

be, why the relief requested in the application should not be granted.

The application, order and affidavit shall be served on the adverse

party not less than twelve days before the date of the hearing or other

court event, which shall not be [held] more than thirty-five days from

the filing of the application.

COMMENTARY: A disputed custody action is often not ready for a

hearing on its first court appearance. Adding ‘‘or other court event’’

allows the court to assign the most appropriate court event, and still

comply with the rule. Changing the timeframe from thirty days (approxi-

mately one month) to thirty-five days (exactly five weeks) provides the
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court with maximum flexibility to accommodate the case for whatever

the appropriate court event is within the timeframe.

Sec. 25-4. Action for Visitation of Minor Child

Every application or verified petition in an action for visitation of a

minor child, other than actions for dissolution of marriage or civil union,

legal separation or annulment, shall state the name and date of birth

of such minor child or children, the names of the parents and legal

guardian of such minor child or children, and the facts necessary to

give the court jurisdiction. An application brought under this section

shall comply with Section 25-5. Any application or verified petition

brought under this Section shall be commenced by an order to show

cause. Upon presentation of the application or verified petition and

an affidavit concerning children, the judicial authority shall cause an

order to be issued requiring the adverse party or parties to appear on

a day certain and show cause, if any there be, why the relief requested

in the application or verified petition should not be granted. The applica-

tion or verified petition, order and affidavit shall be served on the

adverse party not less than twelve days before the date of the hearing

or other court event, which shall not be [held] more than thirty-five

days from the filing of the application or verified petition.

COMMENTARY: A disputed visitation action is often not ready for

a hearing on its first court appearance. Adding ‘‘or other court event’’

allows the court to assign the most appropriate court event, and still

comply with the rule. Changing the timeframe from thirty days (approxi-

mately one month) to thirty-five days (exactly five weeks) provides the

court with maximum flexibility to accommodate the case for whatever

the appropriate court event is within the timeframe.
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Sec. 25-5. Automatic Orders Upon Service of Complaint or

Application

The following automatic orders shall apply to both parties, with

service of the automatic orders to be made with service of process of

a complaint for dissolution of marriage or civil union, legal separation,

or annulment, or of an application for custody or visitation. An automatic

order shall not apply if there is a prior, contradictory order of a judicial

authority. The automatic orders shall be effective with regard to the

plaintiff or the applicant upon the signing of the complaint or the applica-

tion and with regard to the defendant or the respondent upon service

and shall remain in place during the pendency of the action, unless

terminated, modified, or amended by further order of a judicial authority

upon motion of either of the parties:

(a) In all cases involving a child or children, whether or not the

parties are married or in a civil union:

(1) Neither party shall permanently remove the minor child or children

from the state of Connecticut, without written consent of the other or

order of a judicial authority.

(2) A party vacating the family residence shall notify the other party

or the other party’s attorney, in writing, within forty-eight hours of

such move, of an address where the relocated party can receive

communication. This provision shall not apply if and to the extent there

is a prior, contradictory order of a judicial authority.

(3) If the parents of minor children live apart during this proceeding,

they shall assist their children in having contact with both parties, which

is consistent with the habits of the family, personally, by telephone,

and in writing. This provision shall not apply if and to the extent there

is a prior, contradictory order of a judicial authority.



Page 39

(4) Neither party shall cause the children of the marriage or the civil

union to be removed from any medical, hospital and dental insurance

coverage, and each party shall maintain the existing medical, hospital

and dental insurance coverage in full force and effect.

(5) The parties shall participate in the parenting education program

within sixty days of the return day or within sixty days from the filing

of the application.

(6) These orders do not change or replace any existing court orders,

including criminal protective and civil restraining orders.

(b) In all cases involving a marriage or civil union, whether or not

there are children:

(1) Neither party shall sell, transfer, exchange, assign, remove, or

in any way dispose of, without the consent of the other party in writing,

or an order of a judicial authority, any property, except in the usual

course of business or for customary and usual household expenses

or for reasonable attorney’s fees in connection with this action.

(A) Nothing in subsection (b) (1) shall be construed to preclude a

party from purchasing or selling securities, in the usual course of the

parties’ investment decisions, whether held in an individual or jointly

held investment account, provided that the purchase or sale is: (i)

intended to preserve the estate of the parties, (ii) transacted either on

an open and public market or at an arm’s length on a private market,

and (iii) completed in such manner that the purchased securities or

sales proceeds resulting from a sale remain, subject to the provisions

and exceptions recited in subsection (b) (1), in the account in which the

securities or cash were maintained immediately prior to the transaction.

Nothing contained in this subsection shall be construed to apply to a

party’s purchase or sale on a private market of an interest in an entity
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that conducts a business in which the party is or intends to become

an active participant.

(B) Notwithstanding the requirement of subparagraph (A) of subsec-

tion (b) (1) that the transaction be made in the usual course of the

parties’ investment decisions, if historically the parties’ usual course

of investment decisions involves their discussion of proposed transac-

tions with each other before they are made, but a sale proposed by

one party is a matter of such urgency as to timing that the party

proposing the sale has a good faith belief that the delay occasioned

by such discussion would result in loss to the estate of the parties,

then the party proposing the sale may proceed with the transaction

without such prior discussion, but shall notify the other party of the

transaction immediately upon its execution; provided, that a sale per-

mitted by this subparagraph (B) shall be subject to all other conditions

and provisions of subparagraph (A) of subsection (b) (1), so long as

the transaction is intended to preserve the estate of the parties.

(2) Neither party shall conceal any property.

(3) Neither party shall encumber (except for the filing of a lis pendens)

without the consent of the other party, in writing, or an order of a

judicial authority, any property except in the usual course of business

or for customary and usual household expenses or for reasonable

attorney’s fees in connection with this action.

(4) Neither party shall cause any asset, or portion thereof, co-owned

or held in joint name, to become held in [his or her] that party’s name

solely without the consent of the other party, in writing, or an order of

the judicial authority.

(5) Neither party shall incur unreasonable debts hereafter, including,

but not limited to, further borrowing against any credit line secured by
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the family residence, further encumbrancing any assets, or unreason-

ably using credit cards or cash advances against credit cards.

(6) Neither party shall cause the other party to be removed from

any medical, hospital and dental insurance coverage, and each party

shall maintain the existing medical, hospital and dental insurance cov-

erage in full force and effect.

(7) Neither party shall change the beneficiaries of any existing life

insurance policies, and each party shall maintain the existing life insur-

ance, automobile insurance, homeowners or renters insurance policies

in full force and effect.

(8) If the parties are living together on the date of service of these

orders, neither party may deny the other party use of the current

primary residence of the parties, whether it be owned or rented prop-

erty, without order of a judicial authority. This provision shall not apply

if there is a prior, contradictory order of a judicial authority.

(c) In all cases[:

(1) T]the parties shall each complete and exchange sworn financial

statements substantially in accordance with a form prescribed by the

chief court administrator within thirty days of the return day. The parties

may thereafter enter and submit to the court a stipulated interim order

allocating income and expenses, including, if applicable, proposed

orders in accordance with the uniform child support guidelines.

[(2) The case management date for this case is .

The parties shall comply with Section 25-50 to determine if their actual

presence at the court is required on that date.]

(d) The automatic orders of a judicial authority as enumerated above

shall be set forth immediately following the party’s requested relief in
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any complaint for dissolution of marriage or civil union, legal separation,

or annulment, or in any application for custody or visitation, and shall

set forth the following language in bold letters:

Failure to obey these orders may be punishable by contempt

of court. If you object to or seek modification of these orders

during the pendency of the action, you have the right to a hearing

before a judge within a reasonable time.

The clerk shall not accept for filing any complaint for dissolution of

marriage or civil union, legal separation, or annulment, or any applica-

tion for custody or visitation, that does not comply with this subsection.

COMMENTARY: Under the Pathways process used in family mat-

ters to improve outcomes for families by assessing the resources

needed for each case at an early stage and placing the case on an

appropriate pathway to resolution, the case will be assigned its first

court event much before the case management date would have been.

References to gender have also been removed from subsection (b) (4).

Sec. 25-17. —Date for Hearing

The hearing on the motion shall be [placed on the short calendar

to be] held not less than fifteen days following the filing of the motion,

unless the judicial authority otherwise directs.

COMMENTARY: Reference to placing the matter on the short calen-

dar has been removed from this section.

Sec. 25-23. Motions, Requests[,] and Orders of Notice [and

Short Calendar]

The provisions of Sections 11-1, 11-2, 11-4, 11-5, 11-6, 11-8, 11-

10, 11-11, 11-12, 11-19, 12-1, 12-2 and 12-3 of the rules of practice

shall apply to family matters as defined in Section 25-1.
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COMMENTARY: Reference to ‘‘short calendar’’ has been removed

from the title of this section.

Sec. 25-26. Modification of Custody, Alimony or Support

(a) Upon an application for a modification of an award of alimony

pendente lite, alimony or support of minor children, filed by a person

who is then in arrears under the terms of such award, the judicial

authority shall, upon hearing, ascertain whether such arrearage has

accrued without sufficient excuse so as to constitute a contempt of

court, and, in its discretion, may determine whether any modification

of current alimony and support shall be ordered prior to the payment,

in whole or in part as the judicial authority may order, of any arrearage

found to exist.

(b) Either parent or both parents of minor children may be cited or

summoned by any party to the action to appear and show cause, if

any they have, why orders of custody, visitation, support or alimony

should not be entered or modified.

(c) If any applicant is proceeding without the assistance of counsel

and citation of any other party is necessary, the applicant shall sign

the application and present the application, proposed order and sum-

mons to the clerk; the clerk shall review the proposed order and

summons and, unless it is defective as to form, shall sign the proposed

order and summons and shall assign a date for a hearing or other

court event on the application.

(d) Each motion for modification of custody, visitation, alimony or

child support shall state clearly in the caption of the motion whether

it is a pendente lite or a postjudgment motion.

(e) Each motion for modification shall state the specific factual and

legal basis for the claimed modification and shall include the outstand-
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ing order and date thereof to which the motion for modification is

addressed.

(f) On motions addressed to financial issues, the provisions of Sec-

tion 25-30 shall be followed.

(g) Upon or after entry of judgment of a dissolution of marriage,

dissolution of civil union, legal separation or annulment, or upon or

after entry of a judgment or final order of custody and/or visitation for

a petition or petitions filed pursuant to Section 25-3 and/or Section

25-4, the judicial authority may order that any further motion for modifi-

cation of a final custody or visitation order shall be appended with a

request for leave to file such motion and shall conform to the require-

ments of subsection (e) of this section. The specific factual and legal

basis for the claimed modification shall be sworn to by the moving

party or other person having personal knowledge of the facts recited

therein. If no objection to the request has been filed by any party within

ten days of the date of service of such request on the other party, the

request for leave may be determined by the judicial authority with or

without hearing. If an objection is filed, the request shall be placed on

the next short calendar, unless the judicial authority otherwise directs.

At such hearing, the moving party must demonstrate probable cause

that grounds exist for the motion to be granted. If the judicial authority

grants the request for leave, at any time during the pendency of such

a motion to modify, the judicial authority may determine whether dis-

covery or a study or evaluation pursuant to Section 25-60 shall be per-

mitted.

COMMENTARY: A disputed motion for modification is not always

ready to be heard on its first court appearance. Assigning a hearing

may be untimely and not an efficient or effective use of the parties’
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time or the court’s resources. Adding ‘‘or other court event’’ allows

the matter to be given the court resources it needs. Should the parties

reach an agreement at any court event, such agreement may be put

on the record without the need for further court appearance.

Sec. 25-30. Statements To Be Filed

(a) At least five business days before the hearing date of a motion

or order to show cause concerning alimony, support, or counsel fees,

or at the time a dissolution of marriage or civil union, legal separation

or annulment action or action for custody or visitation is scheduled for

a hearing, each party shall file, where applicable, a sworn statement

substantially in accordance with a form prescribed by the chief court

administrator, of current income, expenses, assets and liabilities.

When the attorney general has appeared as a party in interest, a copy

of the sworn statements shall be served upon [him or her] the attorney

general in accordance with Sections 10-12 through 10-17. Unless

otherwise ordered by the judicial authority, all appearing parties shall

file sworn statements within thirty days prior to the date of the decree.

Notwithstanding the above, the court may render pendente lite and

permanent orders, including judgment, in the absence of the opposing

party’s sworn statement.

(b) At least [ten] five business days before the scheduled family

special masters session, alternative dispute resolution session, or

judicial pretrial, the parties shall serve on each appearing party, but

not file with the court, written proposed orders, and, unless the matter

is uncontested or the defendant has not appeared, at least [ten] five

business days prior to the date of the final [limited contested or con-

tested] hearing or trial, the parties shall file with the court and serve

on each appearing party written proposed orders.
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(c) The written proposed orders shall be comprehensive and shall

set forth the party’s requested relief including, where applicable, the fol-

lowing:

(1) a parenting plan;

(2) alimony;

(3) child support;

(4) property division;

(5) counsel fees;

(6) life insurance;

(7) medical insurance; and

(8) division of liabilities.

(d) The proposed orders shall be neither factual nor argumentative

but shall, instead, only set forth the party’s claims.

(e) Where there is a minor child who requires support, the parties

shall file a completed child support and arrearage guidelines worksheet

at the time of any court hearing concerning child support; or at the

time of a final hearing in an action for dissolution of marriage or civil

union, legal separation, annulment, custody or visitation.

(f) At the time of any hearing, including pendente lite and postjudg-

ment proceedings, in which a moving party seeks a determination,

modification, or enforcement of any alimony or child support order,

a party shall submit an Advisement of Rights Re: [Wage] Income

Withholding Form (JD-FM-71).

COMMENTARY: The revisions to subsection (a) remove references

to gender. The revisions to subsection (b) remove obsolete references

to ‘‘limited contested’’ and ‘‘contested’’ matters, to include clarifying
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language regarding written proposed orders, and to change the time

to exchange/file written proposed orders from ten to five days prior to

the designated court event to be consistent with Section 25-50A (f).

The revisions to subsection (f) correct the title of the JD-FM-71 form.

All time periods in this section, except for the requirement to file all

statements thirty days prior to the date of the decree, are designated

as business days at the request of the bar.

Sec. 25-34. Procedure for Short Calendar

[(a) With the exception of matters governed by Chapter 13 or a

motion to waive the statutory time period in an uncontested dissolution

of marriage or legal separation case under General Statutes § 46b-

67 (b), oral argument on any motion or the presentation of testimony

thereon shall be allowed if the appearing parties have followed adminis-

trative policies for marking the motion ready and for screening with

family services. Oral argument and the presentation of testimony on

motions made under Chapter 13 are at the discretion of the judicial

authority.

(b) Any such motion filed to waive the statutory time period in an

uncontested dissolution of marriage or legal separation case will not

be placed on the short calendar. The clerk shall bring the motion as

soon as practicable to either the judicial authority assigned to hear

the case, or, if a judicial authority has not yet been assigned, to the

presiding judicial authority for a ruling on the papers. If granted, the

uncontested dissolution or legal separation is to be scheduled in

accordance with the request of the parties to the degree that such

request can be accommodated, including scheduling the matter on

the same day that the motion is granted.

(c) If the judicial authority has determined that oral argument or

the presentation of testimony is necessary on a motion made under
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Chapter 13, the judicial authority shall set the matter for oral argument

or testimony on a short calendar date or other date as determined by

the judicial authority.

(d) If the judicial authority has determined that oral argument or

the presentation of testimony is necessary on a motion made under

Chapter 13 and has not set it down on a hearing date, the movant may

reclaim the motion within thirty days of the date the motion appeared

on the calendar.

(e) If the matter will require more than one hour of court time, it may

be specifically assigned for a date certain.

(f) Failure to appear and present argument on the date set by the

judicial authority shall constitute a waiver of the right to argue unless

the judicial authority orders otherwise. Unless for good cause shown,

no motion may be reclaimed after a period of three months from the

date of filing. This subsection shall not apply to those motions where

counsel appeared on the date set by the judicial authority and entered

into a scheduling order for discovery, depositions and a date certain

for hearing.]

COMMENTARY: It is recommended that this section be repealed

and replaced by new Section 25-34A.

(NEW) 25-34A. Scheduling of Motions

(a) Any pendente lite motion filed shall, unless scheduled for the

motion docket pursuant to subsection (c) of this section or otherwise

scheduled or docketed by the court, be deemed automatically sched-

uled for the next case date held in the action pursuant to Section 25-

50A or, if no future case dates are to be held, then for the time of

trial. At least five business days before a case date, each party shall

provide to the other party and file with the court a notice listing those
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of the party’s pending pendente lite motions, if any, that the party

wishes to pursue at the case date, in the order of priority that the party

wishes the motions to be heard. If a party fails to provide and file such

list, or files a motion less than five business days before the case date

and the nonmoving party objects to having such motion heard on the

case date, the motion will not be heard on that date unless the court

determines that the interests of justice would be served by hearing it

on the case date and doing so would cause no substantial prejudice

to the nonmoving party.

(b) Each judicial district shall have a regular motion docket for sched-

uling pendente lite motions. Such docket shall be scheduled on a

regular basis, but at least once each month. Motions shall be placed

on the motion docket in accordance with subsection (c) of this section.

(c) (1) With the exception of matters governed by Chapter 13, oral

argument on any motion or the presentation of evidence thereon shall

be allowed before the next court event at which the motion would

otherwise be deemed scheduled pursuant to this section if an

appearing party has requested that such motion be placed on the

motion docket and the judicial authority has granted such request.

(2) A request that a motion be placed on the motion docket may

be made as follows:

(A) when the parties appear before a judge, either party may orally

request that a particular motion be placed on an upcoming motion

docket, or (B) by filing a Caseflow Request (JD-FM-292) with the

section for requesting placement of a pendente lite motion on a motion

docket completed. Nothing in this section shall preclude a party from

requesting that a motion be placed on the motion docket prior to the

resolution plan date.
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(3) In acting on a request to place a motion on the motion docket,

the court may consider the following factors along with any other

factors the court deems relevant: (A) the nature of the motion and the

reasons stated for the request, including but not limited to the need

of either party for a court order regarding (i) sufficient child support

or alimony to meet the reasonable current expenses, (ii) custody,

visitation or decision making regarding children, (iii) occupancy of the

party’s dwelling unit, (iv) use of a motor vehicle, or (v) essential per-

sonal property of one party in the possession of the other party; (B)

if not placed on the motion docket, the length of time before the next

court date at which the motion could be heard; (C) whether the motion

is related to, or duplicative of, another motion or motions already heard

or scheduled to be heard; (D) if the case has been assigned to a

designated judge, the availability of that judge to hear the motion if it

is placed on a motion docket.

(4) If the matter will require more than one hour of court time, it may

be specifically assigned for a date certain.

(5) Parties are required to appear and be prepared to proceed with

a hearing on the day of the assigned motion docket unless a timely

request for continuance has been granted, or the motion is withdrawn

or resolved by agreement in advance.

(6) Nothing in this section shall prevent the judicial authority from

assigning any other motion to be heard on the motion docket.

(d) Oral argument and the presentation of evidence on motions

made under Chapter 13 and other nonarguable motions are at the

discretion of the judicial authority. The nonmoving party shall have a

period of five business days to file an objection to such a motion, unless
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the Practice Book specifies a different period of time for objection to

the particular type of motion filed, in which case the different period

shall apply. After allowing the applicable period for objection, the court

may, in its discretion, rule on the motion or assign the matter for

oral argument or an evidentiary hearing, provided that argument or a

hearing shall be scheduled if any other rule applicable to the motion

in question requires the same when an objection is filed.

If the judicial authority has determined that oral argument or the

presentation of evidence is necessary on a motion made under Chapter

13 or other nonarguable motion, the judicial authority shall set the

matter for oral argument or an evidentiary hearing on a case date or

motion docket upon consideration of the same factors set forth in

subsection (c) of this section for the placement of arguable motions

on the motion docket, or other date determined by the judicial authority.

(e) Failure to appear and to present argument on the date set by

the judicial authority shall constitute a waiver of the right to argue

unless the judicial authority orders otherwise. This subsection shall

not apply to those motions where counsel appeared on the date set

by the judicial authority and entered into an agreement for a scheduling

order for discovery, depositions and a date certain for hearing that

was approved and ordered by the court.

(f) Unless otherwise ordered by the court: (1) a postjudgment motion

that does not relate to emergency ex parte relief will be assigned a

resolution plan date in the same manner as set forth in Section 25-

50A (a); (2) if an additional postjudgment motion is filed in the same

case before the resolution plan date is held, it will be scheduled for

the same resolution plan date; and (3) if an additional postjudgment
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motion is filed in the same case after the resolution plan date is held,

but before the court hearing date for the original motion, the subsequent

motion will be scheduled for the same hearing date as the original

motion. Nothing in this subsection shall preclude the court from issuing

an order on the resolution plan date.

COMMENTARY: Under Pathways, a motion docket, which is

explained in this section, has been created for matters of urgency that

cannot wait until the next scheduled court event. While it is neither

necessary nor possible to enumerate all of the factors considered in

a scheduling decision, the rule is intended to provide guidance to the

parties as to some of the criteria the court may generally consider in

placing a matter on the motion docket.

Sec. 25-49. Definitions

For purposes of these rules the following definitions shall apply:

(1) ‘‘Uncontested matter’’ means a case in which both parties are

appearing and no aspect of the matter is in dispute.

(2) ‘‘Financial Disputes’’ means a case in which monetary awards,

real property or personal property are in dispute.

(3) ‘‘Parenting Disputes’’ means a case in which child custody,

visitation rights, also called parenting time or access, parentage [pater-

nity] or the grounds for the action are in dispute.

A case may contain both financial and parenting disputes.

COMMENTARY: The revisions to this section comply with the

requirements of the Parentage Act, Public Acts 2021, No. 21-15.

Sec. 25-50. Case Management

[(a) The presiding judge or a designee shall determine by the case

management date which track each case shall take and assign each
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case for disposition. That date shall be set on a schedule approved

by the presiding judge.

(b) In all cases, unless the party or parties appear and the case

proceeds to judgment under subsection (c) or (d) on the case manage-

ment date, the party or parties shall file on or before the case manage-

ment date:

(1) a case management agreement (JD-FM-163);

(2) sworn financial affidavits;

(3) a proposed parenting plan, if there are minor children.

If the parties or counsel have not filed these documents on or before

the case management date, or in a case with parenting disputes where

counsel or self-represented parties have not come to court on the

case management date, the case may be dismissed or other sanctions

may be imposed.

(c) If the defendant has not filed an appearance by the case manage-

ment date, the plaintiff may appear and proceed to judgment on the

case management date without further notice to the defendant, pro-

vided the plaintiff has complied with the provisions of Section 25-30.

Otherwise, the plaintiff must file, on or before the case management

date, the documents listed in subsection (b) and the clerk shall assign

the matter to a date certain for disposition.

(d) If the matter is uncontested, the parties may appear and proceed

to judgment on the case management date, provided the plaintiff has

complied with the provisions of Section 25-30. Otherwise, the parties

must file, on or before the case management date, the documents

listed in subsection (b) and the clerk shall assign the matter to a date

certain for disposition.
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(e) In cases where there are financial disputes, the parties do not

have to come to court on the case management date, but must file

on or before the case management date the documents listed in sub-

section (b). Thereafter, the matter may be directed to any alternative

dispute resolution mechanism, private or court-annexed, including, but

not limited to, family special masters and judicial pretrial. If not resolved,

the matter will be assigned a date certain for trial.

(f) In cases where there are parenting disputes, the parties and

counsel must appear for a case management conference on the case

management date. If parenting disputes require judicial intervention,

the appointment of counsel or a guardian ad litem for the minor child,

or case study or evaluation by family services or by a private provider

of services, a target date shall be assigned for completion of such

study and the final conjoint thereon and, thereafter, a date certain

shall be assigned for disposition.

(g) With respect to subsections (e) and (f), if a trial is required, such

order may include a date certain for a trial management conference

between counsel or self-represented parties for the purpose of pre-

marking exhibits and complying with other orders of the judicial author-

ity to expedite the trial process.]

COMMENTARY: It is recommended that this section be repealed

and replaced by new Section 25-50A.

(NEW) Sec. 25-50A. Case Management under Pathways

The Pathways approach shall be followed and shall include:

(a) A resolution plan date, which shall be assigned in dissolution of

marriage, dissolution of civil union, legal separation, and annulment
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cases, no less than thirty days and no more than sixty days from the

return date, and in custody and visitation cases in accordance with

Sections 25-3 and 25-4, to meet with a family relations counselor to

identify: (1) all matters where the parties agree; (2) how likely the

parties are to reach an agreement on any disputed issues; and (3)

the resources needed to resolve the case. The family relations coun-

selor will recommend an action plan for the court’s consideration,

including a recommendation for one of three tracks: (1) Track A for

cases that require the lowest level of court time and resources, includ-

ing cases that are fully resolved on the resolution plan date; (2) Track

B for cases that are expected to require a moderate level of court time

and resources; or (3) Track C for cases with disputes about major

issues that are expected to require the highest level of judicial time

and resources. Failure to appear at the resolution plan date or comply

with the court’s orders regarding the resolution plan date may result

in sanctions or the entry of a nonsuit, default, or dismissal. After

considering the recommendations of the family relations counselor

and input from the parties, the court shall make a scheduling order

on that day which shall include, but is not limited to, assigning the

case to a track, scheduling future court dates (including one or more

case dates), ordering a schedule for discovery, and specifying the

steps the parties must take between such court dates. The parties

must follow the terms of the scheduling order, or the case may be

dismissed, or other sanctions may be imposed. Nothing in this section

shall preclude the court from issuing temporary orders on the resolution

plan date on any pending pleading before the court by consent of the

parties or as otherwise determined by the judicial authority.
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(b) In all cases, except those seeking only visitation, the party or

parties shall file sworn financial affidavits on or before the resolution

plan date.

(c) If, in a dissolution of marriage, dissolution of civil union, legal

separation or annulment case, the defendant has not filed an appear-

ance, not earlier than thirty days after the return date, the plaintiff may

file a motion in accordance with General Statutes § 46b-67 (b) and,

if granted, appear and proceed to judgment without further notice to

the defendant, provided the plaintiff has complied with the provisions

of Section 25-30. If such motion is filed, and the respondent was

served personally or at the respondent’s usual place of abode, the

court may, in accordance with General Statutes § 46b-67 (b), enter

judgment with or without a hearing. If service was made in any other

manner, no judgment shall be entered until after a hearing held at

least sixty days after the return date.

(d) If the matter is uncontested, the parties may follow the proper

procedures to proceed to judgment without a hearing or may appear

and proceed to judgment at a hearing at any time, subject to the

schedule of the court and provided the parties have complied with the

provisions of Section 25-30. Otherwise the clerk shall assign the matter

to a date certain for disposition.

(e) In a Track B or Track C case, the scheduling order issued by

the court may include, but is not limited to, one or more of the following:

(1) one or more case dates for the court to hear or address matters

that need to be considered before the final trial date; (2) assignment

of motions to a motion docket; (3) a date for pretrial; (4) a trial date;

and (5) a discovery schedule.

(f) Unless otherwise ordered by the court, in any case assigned a

judicial, family relations or special master pretrial, the parties must
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exchange and submit to the authority presiding over the pretrial at

least five business days prior to the scheduled pretrial: (1) a nonargu-

mentative memorandum that sets forth the facts relevant to the criteria

in General Statutes §§ 46b-81 and 46b-82; (2) written proposed orders

in accordance with Section 25-30 (c) and (d), which shall be compre-

hensive and state the parties’ requested relief; (3) current sworn finan-

cial affidavits, including a detailed income statement, a list of assets

and liabilities, the value of all assets, current value of all retirement

and employment benefits and any proposed distribution; and (4) if

there are minor children, a fully completed child support guidelines

worksheet that the parties agree to. If the parties do not agree, each

party shall individually provide a fully completed child support guide-

lines worksheet.

The parties must be prepared to provide any supporting documenta-

tion needed and bring such documentation to the pretrial.

If a party does not fully comply with this subsection, sanctions may

be imposed by the presiding judge.

COMMENTARY: This proposed new rule reflects the elements and

requirements of case management under Pathways and aligns with

the statutory provisions referred to in the rule.

Sec. 25-51. When Motion for Default for Failure To Appear Does

Not Apply

[(a)] If, in any case involving a dissolution of marriage or civil union,

legal separation, or annulment, the defendant has not filed an appear-

ance [by the case management date], the plaintiff may proceed to

judgment [on the case management date without further notice to such
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defendant] in accordance with Section 25-50A and General Statutes

§ 46b-67. Section 17- 20 concerning motions for default shall not apply

to such cases.

[(b) If the defendant files an appearance by the case management

date, the presiding judge or a designee shall determine which track

the case shall take pursuant to Section 25-50.]

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are intended to align

this rule with the statutory provisions relating to such matters and to

reference Section 25-50A.

Sec. 25-53. Reference of Family Matters

In any family matter the court may, upon its own motion or upon

motion of a party, refer any [contested, limited contested, or uncon-

tested] matter for hearing and decision to a judge trial referee who

shall have been a judge of the referring court. Such matters shall be

deemed to have been referred for all further proceedings and judgment,

including matters pertaining to any appeal therefrom, except that the

referring court may retain jurisdiction to hear and decide any pendente

lite or contempt matters.

COMMENTARY: The revisions to this section delete obsolete refer-

ences to case status.

Sec. 25-68. Right to Counsel in State Initiated Parentage [Pater-

nity] Actions

(a) An alleged parent [putative father] named in a state initiated

parentage [paternity] action shall be advised by the judicial authority

of the alleged parent’s [his] right to be represented by counsel and

such parent’s [his] right to court-appointed counsel if indigent. If the
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alleged parent [he] is unable to obtain counsel [by reason of his]

due to indigency, such parent [he] shall have counsel appointed [to

represent him] unless [he waives such] the appointment is waived

pursuant to Section 25-64.

(b) In cases under this section, a copy of the parentage [paternity]

petition shall be served on the attorney general in accordance with

the provisions of Sections 10-12 through 10-17. The attorney general

shall be a party to such cases, but [he or she] need not be named in

the petition or summoned to appear.

COMMENTARY: The revisions to this section comply with the

requirements of the Parentage Act, Public Acts 2021, No. 21-15.

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE

FAMILY SUPPORT MAGISTRATE RULES

Sec. 25a-8. Order of Notice

(a) On a petition for support or the establishment of parentage

[paternity] when the adverse party resides out of or is absent from

the state or whereabouts of the adverse party are unknown to the

plaintiff or the applicant, any judicial authority or clerk of the court may

make such order of notice as he or she deems reasonable. If such

notice is by publication, it shall not include the automatic orders set

forth in Section 25a-7, but shall, instead, include a statement that

automatic orders have issued in the case pursuant to Section 25a-7

and that such orders are set forth in the application or petition on file

with the court. Such notice having been given and proved, the judicial

authority may hear the application or petition if it finds that the adverse

party has actually received notice that the application or petition is
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pending. If actual notice is not proved, the judicial authority in its

discretion may hear the case or continue it for compliance with such

further order of notice as it may direct.

(b) With regard to any motion for modification or for contempt or

any other motion requiring an order of notice, where the adverse party

resides out of or is absent from the state, any judicial authority or clerk

of the court may make such order of notice as he or she deems

reasonable. Such notice having been given and proved, the court may

hear the motion if it finds that the adverse party has actually received

notice that the motion is pending.

COMMENTARY: The revision to this section complies with the

requirements of the Parentage Act, Public Acts 2021, No. 21-15.

Sec. 25a-12. Order of Pleadings

The order of pleadings shall be:

(1) The petition for establishment of parentage [paternity] and/or

petition for support;

(2) the defendant’s motion to dismiss the petition;

(3) the defendant’s motion to strike the petition or claims for relief;

(4) the defendant’s answer, cross petition and claims for relief;

(5) the plaintiff’s motion to strike the defendant’s answer, cross

petition, or claims for relief;

(6) the plaintiff’s answer.

COMMENTARY: The revision to this section complies with the

requirements of the Parentage Act, Public Acts 2021, No. 21-15.

Sec. 25a-17. Motion To Open Judgment of Parentage [Paternity]

by Acknowledgment

(a) Any signatory to an acknowledgment of parentage [Any mother

or acknowledged father] who wishes to challenge said [an] acknowl-
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edgment [of paternity] pursuant to General Statutes § 46b-483 [46b-

172 (a) (2)] shall file a motion to open judgment, which shall state the

statutory grounds upon which the motion is based and shall append

a certified copy of the document containing the acknowledgment of

parentage [paternity] to such motion.

(b) Upon receipt of such motion to open and accompanying docu-

ment, the clerk shall cause the matter to be docketed.

(c) Any action to challenge an acknowledgment of parentage [pater-

nity] for which there is no other family court file involving the same

parties shall be commenced by an order to show cause accompanied

by the motion to open judgment and the document containing the

acknowledgment of parentage [paternity] required by subsection (a)

of this section. Upon presentation of the motion to open and the

acknowledgment of parentage [paternity], the judicial authority shall

cause an order to be issued requiring the adverse party or parties to

appear on a day certain and show cause, if any there be, why the

relief requested by the moving party should not be granted. The motion

to open, acknowledgment of parentage [paternity] and order shall be

served on the adverse party not less than twelve days before the date

of the hearing, which shall not be held more than thirty days from the

filing of the challenge.

(d) If the judicial authority determines that the moving party has met

the burden of proof, the acknowledgment of parentage shall be set

aside only if the judicial authority determines that doing so is in the

best interest of the child, based on the relevant factors set forth in

General Statutes § 46b-475.
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[(d)] (e) Nothing in this section shall preclude an individual from filing

a special defense of a challenge to a parentage [paternity] judgment,

or a counterclaim in response to a petition for support.

COMMENTARY: The revisions to this section comply with the

requirements of the Parentage Act, Public Acts 2021, No. 21-15.

Sec. 25a-22. Interrogatories; In General

(a) In any action in the family support magistrate division to establish,

enforce or modify a child support order, upon motion of any party and

when the judicial authority deems it necessary, any party may be

required to answer all or part of the interrogatories set forth in Form

207 of the rules of practice, which is printed in the Appendix of Forms

in this volume.

(b) In any parentage [paternity] action before the family support

magistrate division, interrogatories may only be served upon a party

where the judicial authority deems it necessary.

(c) For good cause shown, in postjudgment matters, the judicial

authority may upon motion authorize further discovery.

COMMENTARY: The revision to this section complies with the

requirements of the Parentage Act, Public Acts 2021, No. 21-15.

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE

JUVENILE RULES

Sec. 26-1. Definitions Applicable to Proceedings on Juvenile

Matters

In these definitions and in the rules of practice and procedure on

juvenile matters, the singular shall include the plural and the plural,

the singular where appropriate.

(a) The definitions of the terms ‘‘child,’’ ‘‘abused,’’ ‘‘delinquent,’’

‘‘delinquent act,’’ ‘‘neglected,’’ ‘‘uncared for,’’ ‘‘alcohol-dependent,’’
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‘‘drug-dependent,’’ ‘‘serious juvenile offense,’’ ‘‘serious juvenile offender,’’

‘‘serious juvenile repeat offender,’’ ‘‘predispositional study,’’ and ‘‘risk

and needs assessment’’ shall be as set forth in General Statutes

§ 46b-120. The definition of ‘‘victim’’ shall be as set forth in General

Statutes § 46b-122. The definition of ‘‘youth’’ shall be as set forth in

General Statutes § 54-76b.

(b) ‘‘Alleged genetic parent’’ means a person who is alleged to be,

or alleges that the person is, a genetic parent or possible genetic

parent of a child or youth whose parentage has not been adjudicated.

‘‘Alleged genetic parent’’ includes an alleged genetic father and alleged

genetic mother. ‘‘Alleged genetic parent’’ shall not include: (1) a pre-

sumed parent; (2) a person whose parental rights have been termi-

nated or declared not to exist; or (3) a donor.

(c) ‘‘Clinical Coordinator’’ means a licensed mental health profes-

sional with specialized forensic training and employed by the court

support services division of the Judicial Branch to provide consultation

and assessment in delinquency matters related to the behavioral health

and mental health of the child.

(d) ‘‘Clinical Consultation’’ means the process by which the Clinical

Coordinator provides guidance regarding mental health treatment or

evaluation needs.

[(b)] (e) ‘‘Commitment’’ means an order of the judicial authority

whereby custody and/or guardianship of a child or youth are transferred

to the Commissioner of the Department of Children and Families.

[(c)] (f) ‘‘Complaint’’ means a written allegation or statement pre-

sented to the judicial authority that a child’s or youth’s conduct as a
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delinquent brings the child or youth within the jurisdiction of the judicial

authority as prescribed by General Statutes § 46b-121.

(g) ‘‘Forensic Clinical Assessment’’ means a court-ordered evalua-

tion that is performed as part of the legal decision-making process to

assist the court and others in decisions regarding interventions by

taking into account the child’s or youth’s mental conditions, ability,

behaviors, and relevant risk factors.

[(d)] (h) ‘‘Guardian’’ means a person who has a judicially created

relationship with a child or youth, which is intended to be permanent

and self-sustaining, as evidenced by the transfer to the caretaker of the

following parental rights with respect to the child or youth: protection,

education, care and control of the person, custody of the person and

decision making.

[(e)] (i) ‘‘Hearing’’ means an activity of the court on the record in

the presence of a judicial authority and shall include: (1) ‘‘Adjudicatory

hearing’’[: A] is a court hearing to determine the validity of the facts

alleged in a petition or information to establish thereby the judicial

authority’s jurisdiction to decide the matter which is the subject of the

petition or information; (2) ‘‘Contested hearing on an order of temporary

custody’’ means a hearing on an ex parte order of temporary custody

or an order to appear which is held not later than ten days from the

day of a preliminary hearing on such orders. Contested hearings shall

be held on consecutive days except for compelling circumstances or

at the request of the respondent; (3) ‘‘Dispositional[ve] hearing’’[: The

judicial authority’s jurisdiction to adjudicate the matter which is the

subject of the petition or information having been established,] is a

court hearing in which the judicial authority, after considering the social
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study or predispositional study and the total circumstances of the child

or youth, orders whatever action is in the best interests of the child

or youth or family and, where applicable, the community. In the discre-

tion of the judicial authority, evidence concerning adjudication and

disposition may be presented in a single hearing; (4) ‘‘Preliminary

hearing’’ means a hearing on an ex parte order of temporary custody

or an order to appear or the first hearing on a petition alleging that a

child or youth is uncared for, abused, or neglected. A preliminary

hearing on any ex parte custody order or order to appear shall be

held not later than ten days from the issuance of the order; (5) ‘‘Plea

hearing’’ is a hearing at which (A) a parent or guardian who is a named

respondent in a neglect, uncared for or dependency petition, upon

being advised of [his or her] their rights, admits, denies, or pleads

nolo contendere to allegations contained in the petition; or (B) a child

or youth who is a named respondent in a delinquency petition or

information enters a plea of not guilty, guilty, or nolo contendere upon

being advised of the charges against [him or her] them contained in

the information or petition; (6) ‘‘Probation status review hearing’’ means

a hearing requested, ex parte, by a probation officer regardless of

whether a new offense or violation has been filed. The court may grant

the ex parte request, in the best interest of the child or youth or the

public, and convene a hearing on the request within seven days.

[(f)] (j) ‘‘Indian child’’ means an unmarried person under age eighteen

who is either a member of a federally recognized Indian tribe or is

eligible for membership in a federally recognized Indian tribe and is

the biological child of a member of a federally recognized Indian tribe,

and is involved in custody proceedings, excluding delinquency pro-

ceedings.
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[(g)] (k) ‘‘Juvenile residential center’’ means a hardware-secured

residential facility operated by the court support services division of

the Judicial Branch that includes direct staff supervision, surveillance

enhancements and physical barriers that allow for close supervision

and controlled movement in a treatment setting for preadjudicated

juveniles and juveniles adjudicated as delinquent.

(l) ‘‘Parent’’ means a person who has established a parent-child

relationship pursuant to General Statutes § 46b-471.

[h] (m) ‘‘Parties’’ includes: (1) The child or youth who is the subject

of a proceeding [and those additional persons as defined herein]; (2)

[‘‘Legal party’’: A]any person, including a parent, whose legal relation-

ship to the matter pending before the judicial authority is of such a

nature and kind as to mandate the receipt of proper legal notice as a

condition precedent to the establishment of the judicial authority’s

jurisdiction to adjudicate the matter pending before it; and (3)

[‘‘Intervening party’’: A]any person who is permitted to intervene in

accordance with Section 35a-4.

(n) ‘‘Person presumed to be the parent pursuant to General Statutes

§ 46b-488 (a) (3)’’ means a person who jointly with another parent,

resided in the same household with the child and openly held out the

child as the person’s own child from the time the child was born or

adopted and for a period of at least two years thereafter, including

any period of temporary absence.

[(i)] (o) ‘‘Permanency plan’’ means a plan developed by the Commis-

sioner of the Department of Children and Families for the permanent

placement of a child or youth in the commissioner’s care. Permanency
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plans shall be reviewed by the judicial authority as prescribed in Gen-

eral Statutes §§ 17a-110 (b), 17a-111b (c), 46b-129 (k), and 46b-

149 (h).

[(j)] (p) ‘‘Petition’’ means a formal pleading, executed under oath,

alleging that the respondent is within the judicial authority’s jurisdiction

to adjudicate the matter which is the subject of the petition by reason

of cited statutory provisions and seeking a disposition. Except for a

petition for erasure of record, such petitions invoke a judicial hearing

and shall be filed by any one of the parties authorized to do so by

statute.

[(k)] (q) ‘‘Information’’ means a formal pleading filed by a prosecutor

alleging that a child or youth in a delinquency matter is within the

judicial authority’s jurisdiction.

[(l)] (r) ‘‘Probation supervision’’ means a legal status whereby a

child or youth [juvenile] who has been adjudicated delinquent is placed

by the court under the supervision of juvenile probation for a specified

period of time and upon such terms as the court determines.

[(m)] (s) ‘‘Probation supervision with residential placement’’ means

a legal status whereby a child or youth [juvenile] who has been adjudi-

cated delinquent is placed by the court under the supervision of juvenile

probation for a specified period of time, upon such terms as the court

determines, that include a period of placement in a secure or staff-

secure residential treatment facility, as ordered by the court, and a

period of supervision in the community.

[(n)] (t) ‘‘Respondent’’ means a child or youth [person] who is alleged

to be a delinquent, or a parent or a guardian of a child or youth who

is the subject of a petition alleging that the child or youth is uncared

for, abused, neglected, or requesting termination of parental rights.



Page 68

[(o)] (u) ‘‘Secure-residential facility’’ means a hardware-secured resi-

dential facility that includes direct staff supervision, surveillance

enhancements and physical barriers that allow for close supervision

and controlled movement in a treatment setting.

(v) ‘‘Service Memorandum’’ means a written report completed by a

clinical coordinator in response to a court order for a forensic clini-

cal assessment.

[(p)] (w) ‘‘Specific steps’’ means those judicially determined steps

the parent or guardian and the Commissioner of the Department of

Children and Families [should] shall take in order for the parent or

guardian to retain or regain custody of a child or youth.

[(q)] (x) ‘‘Staff-secure facility’’ means a residential facility: (1) that

does not include construction features designed to physically restrict

the movements and activities of juvenile residents who are placed

therein; (2) that may establish reasonable rules restricting entrance

to and egress from the facility; and (3) in which the movements and

activities of individual juvenile residents may, for treatment purposes,

be restricted or subject to control through the use of intensive staff

supervision.

[(r)] (y) ‘‘Staff-secure residential facility’’ means a residential facility

that provides residential treatment for [children] a child or youth in a

structured setting [where the children are] monitored by staff.

[(s)] (z) ‘‘Supervision’’ includes: (1) ‘‘Nonjudicial supervision,’’[: A]

a legal status without the filing of a petition or a court conviction or

adjudication but following the child’s or youth’s admission to a com-

plaint wherein a probation officer exercises supervision over the child
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or youth with the consent of the child or youth and the parent; (2)

‘‘Protective supervision,’’[: A] a disposition following adjudication in

neglected, abused or uncared for cases created by an order of the

judicial authority requesting a supervising agency other than the court

to assume the responsibility of furthering the welfare of the family and

best interests of the child or youth when the child’s or youth’s place

of abode remains with the parent or any suitable or worthy person,

or when the judicial authority vests custody or guardianship in another

suitable and worthy person, subject to the continuing jurisdiction of

the court; and (3) ‘‘Judicial supervision,’’[: A] a legal status similar to

probation for a child or youth subject to supervision pursuant to an

order of suspended delinquency proceedings under General Statutes

§ 46b-133b or § 46b-133e.

[(t)] (aa) ‘‘Take into Custody Order’’ means an order by a judicial

authority that a child or youth be taken into custody and immediately

turned over to a Juvenile Residential Center Superintendent where

probable cause has been found that the child or youth has committed

a delinquent act, there is no less restrictive alternative available, and

the child or youth meets the criteria set forth in Section 31a-13.

COMMENTARY: The revisions to this section conform to the provi-

sions of the Parentage Act, Public Acts 2021, No. 21-15. The changes

to this section add several definitional terms that are related to delin-

quency matters in juvenile court. Definitions of the terms: ‘‘youth,’’

‘‘alleged genetic parent,’’ ‘‘person presumed to be the parent pursuant

to General Statutes § 46b-488 (a) (3)’’, and ‘‘parent’’ have been added.
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Sec. 26-2. Persons in Attendance at Hearings

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, any judge

hearing a juvenile matter[,] may, during such hearing, exclude from the

courtroom in which such hearing is held any person whose presence

is, in the court’s opinion, not necessary, except that in delinquency

proceedings, any victim or a victim’s next of kin shall not be excluded

unless, after hearing from the parties and the victim or a victim’s next

of kin and for good cause shown, which shall be clearly and specifically

stated on the record, the judge orders otherwise.

(b) Any judge hearing a juvenile matter, in which a child or youth

is alleged to be uncared for, neglected or abused or in which a child

or youth is the subject of a petition for termination of parental rights,

may permit any person whom the court finds has a legitimate interest

in the hearing or the work of the court to attend such hearing. Such

person may include a party, foster parent, relative related to the child

or youth by blood or marriage, service provider or any person or

representative of any agency, entity or association, including a repre-

sentative of the news media. The court may, as a condition of participa-

tion, for the child’s or youth’s safety and protection and for good cause

shown, prohibit any person or representative of any agency, entity or

association, including a representative of the news media, who is

present in court from further disclosing any information that would

identify the child or youth, the custodian or caretaker of the child

or youth or the members of the child’s or youth’s family involved in

the hearing.

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book. The term ‘‘victim’s next of
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kin’’ has been added to comply with Public Act 2023, No. 23-46, § 5,

and General Statutes § 46b-122 (b).

Sec. 27-1A. Referrals for Nonjudicial Handling of Delinquency

Complaints

(a) Any police summons accompanied by a police report alleging

an act of delinquency shall be in writing and signed by the police

officer and filed with the clerk of the Superior Court for juvenile matters.

After juvenile identification and docket numbers are assigned, the

summons and report shall be referred to the probation department for

possible nonjudicial handling.

(b) If the probation supervisor or designee determines that a delin-

quency complaint is eligible for nonjudicial handling, the assigned

probation officer shall contact the parent or guardian in advance of

the summons date in order to schedule an interview with the parent

or guardian and child or youth for the purpose of conducting risk and

behavioral health screenings. A child or youth determined by the risk

screen to be at low risk to reoffend will be referred to community

based diversionary programs with no further court intervention. Judicial

handling will be reserved for those found to be at the highest levels

of risk. All other cases will be eligible for nonjudicial handling. Refusal

to participate in the screening process will render the child or youth

ineligible for diversion.

(c) Delinquency matters eligible for nonjudicial handling shall be

designated as such on the docket. If the prosecuting authority objects

to the designation, the judicial authority shall determine if such designa-

tion is appropriate. The judicial authority may refer to the Office of
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Juvenile Probation a matter so designated and may, sua sponte, refer

a matter for nonjudicial handling prior to adjudication.

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 27-4. Additional Offenses and Misconduct

Any additional police summons, delinquency complaint, delinquency

petition, or information regarding a child or youth which is received

by the court prior to action by the judicial authority on any pending

request for nonjudicial handling shall be consolidated with the initial

offenses or misconduct for purposes of eligibility for nonjudicial

handling.

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 27-4A. Ineligibility for Nonjudicial Handling or Diversion of

Delinquency Complaint

In the case of a delinquency complaint, a child or youth shall not

be eligible for nonjudicial handling or diversion if one or more of the

following apply, unless waived by the judicial authority:

(1) The alleged misconduct is:

(A) a serious juvenile offense under General Statutes § 46b-120;

(B) a violent felony; or

(C) a violation of General Statutes § 53a-54d; or

(2) The alleged misconduct was committed by a child or youth while

on probation or under judicial supervision.

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book.
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Sec. 27-5. Initial Interview for Delinquency Nonjudicial Han-

dling Eligibility

(a) At the initial interview to determine eligibility for nonjudicial han-

dling of a delinquency complaint, held at the time of arraignment or

notice date, the probation officer shall inquire of the child or youth and

parent or guardian whether they have read the court documents and

understand the nature of the complaint set forth therein. Any allegations

of misconduct being considered for nonjudicial handling, including any

additional allegations not contained in the summons or notice to appear

because they were filed with the court after the issuance of that notice

shall likewise be explained in simple and nontechnical language.

(b) The probation officer shall inform the child or youth and parent

or guardian of their rights under Section 30a-1. If either the child or

youth or the parent or guardian state that they wish to be represented

by counsel, or if the probation officer determines that a judicial hearing

is necessary, the interview shall end. Any further interview to consider

nonjudicial handling shall take place with counsel present unless

waived.

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 27-6. Denial of Responsibility

Where the child or youth denies responsibility for the alleged miscon-

duct, the interview shall end and the child or youth and the parent or

guardian shall be informed that, if the evidence warrants, the case

will be set down for a plea hearing.

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book.
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Sec. 27-7. —Written Statement of Responsibility

(a) Where the child or youth and the parent or guardian affirm that

they are ready to go forward with the investigation, with or without

counsel, and to make a statement concerning the child’s or youth’s

responsibility for the alleged misconduct, such affirmation must be

embodied in a written statement of responsibility executed by both

child or youth and parent, or guardian, and, in the case of the child

or youth, in the presence of the parent or guardian.

(b) If a child or youth orally acknowledges responsibility for the

alleged misconduct but refuses to execute a written statement of

responsibility, such an oral admission shall not be accepted as the

equivalent of an admission, and the case shall be dealt with in the

manner prescribed in Section 27-6. If the written statement of responsi-

bility is executed, the probation officer shall proceed with the nonjudicial

handling of the case.

(c) The age, intelligence and maturity of the child or youth and the

mutuality of interests between parent or guardian and child or youth

shall be weighed in determining their competency to execute such

written statement of responsibility.

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 27-8A. Nonjudicial Supervision—Delinquency

(a) If a child or youth has acknowledged responsibility for the alleged

misconduct which is not one for which a judicial hearing is mandated

pursuant to Section 27-4A, and the probation officer has then found

from investigation of the child’s or youth’s total circumstances that
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some form of court accountability less exacting than that arising out

of a court appearance appears to be in the child’s or youth’s best

interests, the officer may, subject to the conditions imposed by subsec-

tion (b) hereof, place the child or youth on nonjudicial supervision for

a term established by the juvenile probation supervisor for a period

not to exceed 180 days.

(b) Whenever the probation officer seeks to effect nonjudicial super-

vision, the parent and the child or youth shall have a right to a confer-

ence with the probation officer’s administrative superior, or a court

hearing. Whenever a parent or child or youth elects to pursue either

or both rights, supervision shall be held in abeyance until the out-

come thereof.

(c) Such nonjudicial supervision when completed shall constitute a

resolution of the case, and thereafter a child or youth may not again

be presented for formal court action on the same summons, complaint

or petition or the facts therein set forth, provided however, that a

judicial hearing may be initiated on the original summons, complaint,

petition, or information during said nonjudicial supervision if there has

been a failure to comply with terms of the supervision and any oral

or written statement of responsibility shall not be used against the

child or youth. When the judicial authority refers the file for nonjudicial

handling, the referral order should provide that upon successful com-

pletion of any nonjudicial handling, the matter will be dismissed and

erased immediately without the filing of a request, application or petition

for erasure, for all purposes except for subsequent consideration for

nonjudicial handling under Section 27-4A.

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book.
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Sec. 29-1. Contents of Delinquency Petitions or Informations

A delinquency petition or information shall set forth in plain, concise

and definite language the offense which the petitioner contends the

child or youth has committed. The petition or information shall further

state the citation of any provision of law which is the basis of the

petition or information, together with a statement that the offense

occurred on or about a particular date or period of time at a particu-

lar location.

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 30-3. Advisement of Rights

Upon admission to a juvenile residential center, the child or youth

shall be advised of the right to remain silent and the right to counsel

and be further advised of the right to a detention hearing in accordance

with Sections 30-5 through 30-8, which hearing may be waived only

with the written consent of the child or youth and the child’s or

youth’s attorney.

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 30-4. Notice to Parents by Juvenile Residential Center Per-

sonnel

Upon admission, the Juvenile Residential Center Superintendent or

a designated representative shall make efforts to immediately notify

the parent or guardian in the manner calculated most speedily to effect

such notice and, upon the parent’s or guardian’s appearance at the

juvenile residential center, shall advise the parent or guardian of [his

or her] their rights and note the child’s or youth’s rights, including the

child’s or youth’s right to a detention hearing.
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COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 30-5. Detention Time Limitations

(a) No child or youth shall be held in a juvenile residential center

for more than twenty-four hours, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and

holidays, unless (1) a delinquency petition or information alleging a

delinquent act has been filed and (2) an order for such continued

detention has been signed by the judicial authority following a hearing

as provided by subsection (b) of this section or a waiver of hearing

as provided by Section 30-8.

(b) A hearing to determine probable cause and the need for further

detention shall be held no later than the next business day following

the arrest.

(c) If a nondelinquent child or youth is being held for another jurisdic-

tion in accordance with the Interstate Compact on Juveniles, following

the initial hearing as provided by subsection (b) of this section, that

child or youth shall be held not more than ninety days and shall be

held in a secure facility, as defined by rules promulgated in accordance

with the Compact, other than a locked[,] juvenile residential center.

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 30-6. Basis for Detention

No child or youth may be held in a juvenile residential center unless

a judge of the Superior Court determines, based on the available facts

that there is probable cause to believe that the child or youth has

committed the delinquent acts alleged, that there is no appropriate

less restrictive alternative available and that there is (1) probable cause

to believe that the level of risk that the child or youth poses to public
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safety if released to the community prior to the court hearing or disposi-

tion cannot be managed in a less restrictive setting, (2) a need to hold

the child or youth in order to ensure the child’s or youth’s appearance

before the court or compliance with court process, as demonstrated

by the child’s or youth’s previous failure to respond to the court process,

or (3) a need to hold the child or youth for another jurisdiction. The

court in exercising its discretion to detain under General Statutes

§ 46b- 133 (e) may consider as an alternative to detention a suspended

detention order with graduated sanctions based upon a detention risk

screening for such child or youth developed by the Judicial Branch.

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 30-7. Place of Detention Hearings

The initial detention hearing shall be in the Superior Court for juvenile

matters where the child or youth resides if the residence of the child

or youth can be determined, and, thereafter, detention hearings shall

be held at the Superior Court for juvenile matters of appropriate venue.

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 30-8. Initial Order for Detention; Waiver of Hearing

Such initial order of detention may be signed without a hearing only

if there is a written waiver of the detention hearing by the child or

youth and the child’s or youth’s attorney and there is a finding by the

judicial authority that the circumstances outlined in Section 30-6 pertain

to the child or youth in question. An order of detention entered without

a hearing shall authorize the detention of the child or youth for a period

not to exceed seven days, including the date of admission, or until
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the dispositional hearing is held, whichever is shorter, and may further

authorize the Juvenile Residential Center Superintendent or a desig-

nated representative to release the child or youth to the custody of a

parent, guardian or some other suitable person, with or without condi-

tions of release, if detention is no longer necessary, except that no

child or youth shall be released from a juvenile residential center who

is alleged to have committed a serious juvenile offense except by

order of a judicial authority of the Superior Court. Such an ex parte

order of detention shall be renewable only at a detention hearing

before the judicial authority for a period that does not exceed seven

days or until the dispositional hearing is held, whichever is shorter.

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 30-10. Orders of a Judicial Authority after Initial Deten-

tion Hearing

(a) At the conclusion of the initial detention hearing, the judicial

authority shall issue an order for detention on finding probable cause

to believe that the child or youth has committed a delinquent act and

that at least one of the factors outlined in Section 30-6 applies to the

child or youth.

(b) If the child or youth is placed in a juvenile residential center,

such order for detention shall be for a period not to exceed seven

days, including the date of admission, or until the dispositional hearing

is held, whichever is the shorter period, unless, following a further

detention review hearing, the order is renewed for a period that does

not exceed seven days or until the dispositional hearing is held, which-

ever is shorter. Such detention review hearing may not be waived.

(c) If the child or youth is not placed in a juvenile residential center

but released on a suspended order of detention on conditions, such
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suspended order of detention shall continue to the dispositional hear-

ing or until further order of the judicial authority. Said suspended order

of detention may be reviewed by the judicial authority every seven

days. Upon a finding of probable cause that the child or youth has

violated any condition, a judicial authority may issue a take into custody

order or order such child or youth to appear in court for a hearing on

revocation of the suspended order of detention. Such an order to

appear shall be served upon the child or youth in accordance with

General Statutes § 46b-128 (b), or, if the child or youth is represented,

by serving the order to appear upon the child’s or youth’s counsel,

who shall notify the child or youth of the order and the hearing date.

After a hearing and upon a finding that the child or youth has violated

reasonable conditions imposed on release, the judicial authority may

impose different or additional conditions of release or may remand

the child or youth to a juvenile residential center.

(d) In conjunction with any order of release from a juvenile residential

center, the judicial authority may, in accordance with General Statutes

§ 46b-133 (g), order the child or youth to participate in a program of

periodic alcohol or drug testing and treatment as a condition of such

release. The results of any such alcohol or drug test shall be admissible

only for the purposes of enforcing the conditions of release from a

juvenile residential center.

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 30-11. Detention after Dispositional Hearing

While awaiting implementation of the judicial authority’s order in a

delinquency case, a child or youth may be held in a juvenile residential
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center subsequent to the dispositional hearing, provided a hearing to

review the circumstances and conditions of such detention order shall

be conducted every seven days and such hearing may not be waived.

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 30-12. Where Presence of a Detained Child or Youth May

Be by Means of an Interactive Audiovisual Device

(a) The appearance of a detained child or youth for proceedings

held in accordance with Sections 30-10 and 30-11 may, with the

consent of the detained child or youth, the consent of counsel for the

detained child or youth, and in the discretion of the judicial authority

on motion of a party or on its own motion, be made by means of

an interactive audiovisual device. Such interactive audiovisual device

must operate so that such detained child or youth, counsel, and the

judicial authority if the proceeding is in court, can see and communicate

with each other simultaneously. In addition, a procedure by which

such detained child or youth can confer with counsel in private must

be provided.

(b) Unless otherwise required by law or unless otherwise ordered

by the judicial authority, prior to a detention hearing in which a detained

child or youth appears by means of an interactive audiovisual device,

copies of all documents which may be offered at the detention hearing

shall be provided to all counsel.

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 30a-1. Initial Plea Hearing

(a) The judicial authority shall begin the hearing by determining

whether all necessary parties are present, [and] that the rules govern-

ing service or notice for nonappearing parties have been complied
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with, and shall note these facts for the record. The judicial authority

shall then inform the parties of the substance of the petition or infor-

mation.

(b) In age appropriate language, the judicial authority prior to any

plea shall advise the child or youth and parent or guardian of the

following rights:

(1) That the child or youth is not obligated to say anything and that

anything that is said may be used against the child or youth[.] ;

(2) That the child or youth is entitled to the services of an attorney

and that if the child or youth and the parent or parents, or guardian

are unable to afford an attorney for the child or youth, an application

for a public defender or an attorney appointed by the chief public

defender should be completed and filed with the Office of the Public

Defender or the clerk of the court to request an attorney without cost[.] ;

(3) That the child or youth will not be questioned unless [he or she]

they consent[s], that the child or youth can consult with an attorney

before being questioned and may have an attorney present during

questioning, and that the child or youth can stop answering questions

at any time[.] ;

(4) That the child or youth has the right to a trial and the rights of

confrontation and cross-examination of witnesses[.] ; and

(5) That the child or youth has the right to appeal any final decision

made by the court.

(c) Notwithstanding any prior statement acknowledging responsibil-

ity for the acts alleged, the judicial authority shall inquire of the child

or youth whether the child or youth presently admits or denies the

allegations of the petition or information.

(d) If the judicial authority determines that a child or youth, or the

parent, parents or guardian of a child or youth are unable to afford



Page 83

counsel for the child or youth, the judicial authority shall, in a delin-

quency proceeding, appoint the Office of the Public Defender to repre-

sent the child or youth.

(e) If the judicial authority, even in the absence of a request for

appointment of counsel, determines that the interests of justice require

the provision of an attorney to represent the child, youth or the child’s

or youth’s parent or parents, guardian or other person having control

of the child or youth, in any delinquency proceeding, the judicial author-

ity may appoint an attorney to represent any such party and shall notify

the chief public defender who shall assign an attorney to represent

any such party. Where, under the provisions of this section, the court

so appoints counsel for any such party who is found able to pay, in

whole or in part, the cost thereof, the judicial authority shall assess

as costs on the appropriate form against such parent or parents,

guardian or other person having control of the child or youth, including

any agency vested with the legal custody of the child or youth, the

expense so incurred and paid by the Public Defender Services Com-

mission in providing such counsel, to the extent of their financial ability

to do so in accordance with the rates established by the Public

Defender Services Commission for compensation of counsel.

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book. Subsection (b) (5) has been

added to ensure the judicial authority advises the child or youth of

their right to appeal any final decision of the court.

Sec. 30a-4. Plea Canvass

To assure that any plea or admission is voluntary and knowingly

made, the judicial authority shall address the child or youth in age



Page 84

appropriate language to determine that the child or youth substan-

tially understands:

(1) The nature of the charges;

(2) The factual basis of the charges;

(3) The possible penalty, including any extensions or modifications;

(4) That the plea or admission must be voluntary and not the result

of force, threats, or promises, apart from the plea agreement;

(5) That the child or youth has (i) the right to deny responsibility or

plead not guilty or to persist if that denial or plea has already been

made, (ii) the right to be tried by a judicial authority and (iii) at trial,

the right to the assistance of counsel, the right to confront and cross-

examine witnesses against [him or her] them, and the right not to be

compelled to incriminate [himself or herself] themselves.

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 30a-5. Dispositional Hearing

(a) The dispositional hearing may follow immediately upon an adjudi-

cation.

(b) The judicial authority may admit into evidence any testimony

that is considered relevant to the issue of the disposition, in any form

the judicial authority finds of probative value, but no disposition shall

be made by the judicial authority until the predispositional study, unless

waived, has been submitted. A written predispositional study may be

waived by the judicial authority for good cause shown upon the request

of the parties, provided that the basis for the waiver and the probation

officer’s oral summary of any investigation are both placed on the

record. The predispositional study shall be presented to the judicial



Page 85

authority and copies thereof shall be provided to all counsel in sufficient

time for them to prepare adequately for the dispositional hearing,

and, in any event, no less than forty-eight hours prior to the date of

the disposition.

(c) No disposition for probation supervision with residential place-

ment in either a secure or staff-secure facility shall be made by the

court until the written predispositional study and service memorandum

have been submitted and reviewed by the judicial authority and a

finding has been made by the judicial authority that (1) such placement

is indicated by the child’s or youth’s clinical and behavioral needs or

(2) the level of risk the child or youth poses to public safety cannot

be managed in a less restrictive setting. The written predispositional

study and service memorandum shall be presented to the judicial

authority, and copies thereof shall be provided to all counsel in suffi-

cient time to prepare adequately for the dispositional hearing.

(d) In cases in which the disposition is probation supervision with

residential placement, the child’s or youth’s length of stay in a residen-

tial facility shall be dependent on the child’s or youth’s treatment prog-

ress and attainment of treatment goals, for an indeterminate period

not to exceed eighteen months, exclusive of any request made for an

extension of probation.

[(c)] (e) The prosecutor, the attorney for the child or youth, [and]

the child or youth, and parent or guardian for the child or youth shall

have the right to produce witnesses and evidence, including an inde-

pendent evaluation, on behalf of any dispositional plan they may wish

to offer.
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[(d)] (f) Prior to any disposition, the child or youth shall be allowed

a reasonable opportunity to make a personal statement to the judicial

authority in mitigation of any disposition.

[(e)] (g) The judicial authority shall determine an appropriate disposi-

tion upon adjudication of a child or youth as delinquent in accordance

with General Statutes § 46b-140.

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book. The principal changes to this

section incorporate the requirements of General Statutes § 46b-140

(g). In particular, new subsection (c) mandates the filing, and a review

by the judicial authority, of a predispositional study and service memo-

randum prior to entering a dispositional order of probation with place-

ment in a secure of staff-secure facility. The subsection also outlines

specific findings that the judicial authority must make prior to entering

such an order. Additionally, new subsection (d) clarifies that, pursuant

to subsections (b) and (g) of § 46b-140, the child or youth may remain

on probation with placement in a residential facility for up to eighteen

months, depending on the child’s or youth’s progress in treatment.

The subsection further explains that the initial order of probation with

residential placement is subject to extension pursuant to General Stat-

utes § 46b-140a for not more than twelve months. The remaining

changes to this section are for consistency with other sections of the

Practice Book.

Sec. 30a-6. —Statement on Behalf of Victim

Whenever a victim of a delinquent act, the parent or guardian of

such victim or such victim’s counsel exercises the right to appear

before the judicial authority for the purpose of making a statement to
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the judicial authority concerning the disposition of the case, no state-

ment shall be received unless the delinquent child or youth has signed

a statement of responsibility, confirmed a plea agreement or been

adjudicated as a delinquent.

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 30a-8. Records

(a) Except as otherwise provided by statute, all records maintained

in juvenile matters brought before the judicial authority, either current

or closed, including transcripts of hearings, shall be kept confidential.

(b) Except as otherwise provided by statute, no material contained

in the court records, including the predispositional study, service mem-

orandum, medical or clinical reports, school reports, police reports, or

the reports of social agencies, may be copied or otherwise reproduced

in written form in whole or in part by the parties without the express

consent of the judicial authority.

(c) Each counsel and self-represented party in a delinquency matter

shall have access to and be entitled to copies, at his or her expense,

of the entire court record, including transcripts of all proceedings,

without express consent of the judicial authority.

COMMENTARY: The change to this section adds ‘‘service memo-

randum’’ to the list of materials contained in the court record that may

not, except as otherwise provided by statute, be copied or otherwise

reproduced in written form without the express consent of the judi-

cial authority.

Sec. 31a-5. Motion for Judgment of Acquittal

(a) After the close of the juvenile prosecutor’s case-in-chief, upon

motion of the child or youth, or upon its own motion, the judicial
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authority shall order the entry of a judgment of acquittal as to any

principal offense charged and as to any lesser included offense for

which the evidence would not reasonably permit an adjudication. Such

judgment of acquittal shall not apply to any lesser included offense

for which the evidence would reasonably permit a finding of guilty.

(b) The judicial authority shall either grant or deny the motion before

calling upon the child or youth to present the respondent’s case-in-

chief. If the motion is not granted, the respondent may offer evidence

without having reserved the right to do so.

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 31a-11. Motion for New Trial

(a) Upon motion of the child or youth, the judicial authority may

grant a new trial if it is required in the interest of justice in accordance

with Section 42-53 of the rules of criminal procedure.

(b) Unless otherwise permitted by the judicial authority in the inter-

ests of justice, a motion for a new trial shall be made within five days

after an adjudication or within any further time the judicial authority

allows during the five day period.

(c) A request for a new trial on the ground of newly discovered

evidence shall require a petition for a new trial and shall be brought

in accordance with General Statutes § 52-270. The judicial authority

may grant the petition even though an appeal is pending.

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 31a-13. Take into Custody Order

(a) Upon written application in a delinquency proceeding, a take

into custody order may be issued by the judicial authority:
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(1) Upon a finding of probable cause to believe that the child or

youth is responsible for[:] (A) a delinquent act, including violation of

court orders of probation or the failure of the child or youth charged

with a delinquent act, duly notified, to attend a pretrial, probation or

evaluation appointment, or (B) for failure to comply with any duly

warned condition of a suspended order of detention. The judicial

authority also must find at the time it issues a take into custody order

that a ground for detention pursuant to Section 30-6 exists before

issuing the order[.] ;

(2) For failure to appear in court in response to a delinquency petition

or summons served in hand or to a direct notice previously provided

in court.

(b) Any application for a take into custody order must be supported

by a sworn statement alleging facts to substantiate probable cause,

and where applicable, a petition or information charging a delin-

quent act.

(c) Any child or youth detained under a take into custody order is

subject to Sections 30-1A through 30-11.

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 31a-14. Physical and Mental Examinations

(a) No physical and/or mental examination or examinations by any

physician, psychologist, psychiatrist, [or] social worker or clinical coor-

dinator shall be ordered by the judicial authority of any child or youth

denying delinquent behavior prior to the adjudication, except (1) with

the agreement of the child’s or youth’s parent or guardian and attorney,

(2) when the child or youth has executed a written statement of respon-
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sibility, (3) when the judicial authority finds that there is a question of

the child’s or youth’s competence to understand the nature of the

proceedings or to participate in the defense, or a question of the child

or youth having been mentally capable of unlawful intent at the time

of the commission of the alleged act, or (4) where the child or youth

has been detained and as an incident of detention is administered a

physical examination to establish the existence of any contagious or

infectious condition.

(b) Any information concerning a child or youth that is obtained

during any mental health screening or assessment of such child or

youth shall be used solely for planning and treatment purposes and

shall otherwise be confidential and retained in the files of the entity

performing such screening or assessment. Such information may be

further disclosed only for the purposes of any court-ordered evaluation

or treatment of the child or youth, or provision of services to the child

or youth, or pursuant to General Statutes §§ 17a-101 to 17a-101e,

inclusive, 17b-450, 17b-451 or 51-36a. Such information shall not

be subject to subpoena or other court process for use in any other

proceeding or for any other purpose.

(c) Upon a showing that the mental health of a child or youth is at

issue, either prior to adjudication for the reasons set forth in subsection

(a) herein or subsequent thereto as a determinate of disposition, the

judicial authority may order a child’s or youth’s placement for a period

not to exceed thirty days in a hospital or other institution empowered

by law to treat mentally ill children for study and a report on the

child’s or youth’s mental condition. No order for the child’s or youth’s

placement shall be made under this subsection until a written assess-

ment or evaluation for the need for hospitalization and evaluation has
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been completed by a clinical coordinator and provided to the court

and parties.

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book. The change to subsection (a)

of this section that adds ‘‘clinical coordinator’’ to the list of professionals

identified in that subsection is consistent with the change to Section

26-1 that adds such additional professional to the definitional terms

listed in that section.

The change to subsection (c) of this section adds the explicit require-

ment that no order for the child’s or youth’s placement in a hospital

or other institution because the mental health of the child or youth is

at issue, shall be made until a written assessment or evaluation for

the need for such hospitalization and evaluation has been completed

by the clinical coordinator and provided to the parties.

Sec. 31a-15. Mentally Ill Children and Youth

No child or youth shall be committed by a judicial authority as men-

tally ill pursuant to General Statutes § 46b-140 until such a study has

been made and a sworn report filed with the judicial authority or in

lieu thereof without the sworn certificate of at least two impartial physi-

cians, one of whom shall be a physician specializing in psychiatry,

selected by the judicial authority who have personally examined the

child or youth within ten days of the hearing, stating that in their opinion

the child’s or youth’s mental condition necessitates placement in a

designated hospital for mental illness. If, after such hearing, the judicial

authority finds by clear and convincing evidence that the child or youth

suffers from a mental disorder, as defined in General Statutes § 17a-

75, is in need of hospitalization for treatment and such treatment is
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available as the least restrictive alternative, the judicial authority shall

make an order for commitment for a definite period not to exceed six

months to a designated hospital for mental illness of children. No child

or youth shall be committed as mentally deficient pursuant to General

Statutes § 46b-140 except in accordance with procedures of General

Statutes § 17a-274 (b), (g), and (h).

COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 31a-18. Modification of Probation and Supervision

(a) At any time during the period of probation supervision or probation

supervision with residential placement, after hearing and for good

cause shown, the judicial authority may modify or enlarge the condi-

tions, whether originally imposed by the judicial authority under this

section or otherwise. The judicial authority may extend the period of

probation supervision or probation supervision with residential place-

ment by not more than twelve months, for a total maximum supervision

period not to exceed thirty months as deemed appropriate by the

judicial authority. The judicial authority shall cause a copy of any such

order to be delivered to the child or youth and to such child’s or youth’s

parent, guardian or other person having control over such child or

youth, and the child’s or youth’s probation officer.

(b) The child or youth, attorney, juvenile prosecutor or parent may,

in the event of disagreement, in writing request the judicial authority

not later than five days of the receipt thereof for a hearing on the

propriety of the modification. In the absence of any request, the modifi-

cation of the terms of probation may be effected by the probation

officer with the approval of the supervisor and the judicial authority.
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COMMENTARY: The changes to this section are for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 32a-1. Right to Counsel and To Remain Silent

(a) At the first hearing in which the parents, [or] guardian, person

presumed to be the parent pursuant to General Statutes § 46b-488

(a) (3) or a person named as the alleged genetic parent of the child

or youth appears, the judicial authority shall advise and explain to [the

parents or guardian of a child or youth] such persons their right to

remain silent[ce] and right to counsel.

(b) The child or youth has the rights of confrontation and cross-

examination and shall be represented by counsel in each and every

phase of any and all proceedings in child protection matters, including

appeals. The judicial authority before whom a juvenile matter is pend-

ing shall notify the chief public defender who shall assign an attorney

to represent the child or youth.

(c) The judicial authority on its own motion or upon the motion of

any party, may appoint a separate guardian ad litem for the child or

youth upon a finding that such appointment is necessary to protect

the best interests of the child or youth. An attorney guardian ad litem

shall be appointed for a child or youth who is a parent in a termination

of parental rights proceeding or any parent who is found to be incompe-

tent by the judicial authority.

(d) The parents or guardian of the child or youth have the rights

of confrontation and cross-examination and may be represented by

counsel in each and every phase of any and all proceedings in child

protection matters, including appeals. The judicial authority shall deter-

mine if the parents or guardian of the child or youth are eligible for
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counsel. Upon a finding that such parents or guardian of the child or

youth are unable to afford counsel, the judicial authority shall notify

the chief public defender of such finding, and the chief public defender

shall assign an attorney to provide representation. The judicial authority

shall also determine whether the person presumed to be the parent

pursuant to General Statutes § 46b-488 (a) (3) or the person named

as the alleged genetic parent is eligible for appointment of counsel

and, upon a finding of inability to afford counsel, notify the chief public

defender who shall assign an attorney to provide representation.

(e) If the judicial authority, even in the absence of a request for

appointment of counsel, determines that the interests of justice require

the provision of an attorney to represent the child’s or youth’s parent

or parents or guardian, or other party, the judicial authority may appoint

an attorney to represent any such party and shall notify the chief public

defender, who shall assign an attorney to represent any such party.

For the purposes of determining eligibility for appointment of counsel,

the judicial authority shall cause the parents or guardian of a child or

youth to complete a written statement under oath or affirmation setting

forth the parents’ or guardian’s liabilities and assets, income and

sources thereof, and such other information as the Public Defender

Services Commission shall designate and require on forms adopted

by said commission.

(f) Where under the provisions of this section, the judicial authority

so appoints counsel for any such party who is found able to pay, in

whole or in part, the cost thereof, the judicial authority shall assess

as costs on the appropriate form against such party [parents, guardian

or custodian], including any agency vested with the legal custody of
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the child or youth, the expense so incurred and paid for by the chief

public defender in providing such counsel, to the extent of the[ir] party’s

financial ability to do so, in accordance with the rates established

by the Public Defender Services Commission for compensation of

counsel. Reimbursement to the appointed attorney of unrecovered

costs shall be made to that attorney by the chief public defender upon

the attorney’s certification of his or her unrecovered expenses to the

chief public defender.

(g) Notices of initial hearings on petitions shall contain a statement

[of] informing the respondent[’s], the person presumed to be the parent

pursuant to General Statutes § 46b-488 (a) (3) or the person named

as the alleged genetic parent of their right to counsel and that if the

respondent, the person presumed to be the parent pursuant to General

Statutes § 46b-488 (a) (3) or the alleged genetic parent is unable to

afford counsel, counsel will be appointed to represent them [respon-

dent], that they [respondent has] have a right to refuse to make any

statement and that any statement they [respondent] make[s] may be

introduced in evidence against [him or her] them.

(h) Any confession, admission or statement, written or oral, made

by the parent or parents, [or] guardian of the child or youth, alleged

genetic parent or person presumed to be the parent pursuant to Gen-

eral Statutes § 46b-488 (a) (3), after the filing of a petition alleging

such child or youth to be neglected, abused or uncared for, shall be

inadmissible in any proceeding held upon such petition against the

person making such admission or statement unless such person shall

have been advised of the right to retain counsel, and that if such
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person is unable to afford counsel, counsel will be assigned to provide

representation, that such person has a right to refuse to make any

statement and that any statements such person makes may be intro-

duced in evidence against such person.

COMMENTARY: This section has been revised to comply with the

provisions of the Parentage Act, Public Acts 2021, No. 21-15, and for

consistency with other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 33a-2. Service of Summons, Petitions and Ex Parte Orders

(a) A summons accompanying a petition alleging that a child or

youth is neglected, abused or uncared for, along with the summary

of facts, shall be served by the petitioner on the respondents, alleged

genetic parents, and persons presumed to be the parent pursuant to

General Statutes § 46b-488 (a) (3) and provided to the Office of the

Attorney General at least fourteen days before the date of the initial

plea hearing on the petition, which shall be held not more than forty-

five days from the date of filing the petition.

(b) A summons accompanying a petition for termination of parental

rights, along with the summary of facts, shall be served by the petitioner

on the respondents, alleged genetic parents, and persons presumed

to be the parent pursuant to General Statutes § 46b-488 (a) (3) and

provided to the Office of the Attorney General at least ten days prior

to the date of the initial plea hearing on the petition, which shall be

held not more than thirty days after the filing of the petition, except in

the case of a petition for termination of parental rights based on con-

sent, which shall be held not more than twenty days after the filing of

the petition.

(c) A summons accompanying simultaneously filed coterminous

petitions, along with the summary of facts, shall be served by the
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petitioner on the respondents, alleged genetic parents, and persons

presumed to be the parent pursuant to General Statutes § 46b-488

(a) (3) and provided to the Office of the Attorney General at least ten

days prior to the date of the initial plea hearing on the petition, which

shall be held not more than thirty days after the filing of the petitions,

except in the case of a petition for termination of parental rights based

on consent, which shall be held not more than twenty days after the

filing of the petition.

(d) A summons accompanying any petition filed with an application

for order of temporary custody shall be served by the petitioner on

the respondents, alleged genetic parents, and persons presumed to

be the parent pursuant to General Statutes § 46b-488 (a) (3) and

provided to the Office of the Attorney General as soon as practicable

after the issuance of any ex parte order or order to appear, along with

such order, any sworn statements supporting the order, the summary

of facts, the specific steps provided by the judicial authority, and the

notice required by Section 33a-6.

(e) Whenever the Commissioner of the Department of Children and

Families obtains an ex parte order of temporary custody or an order

to appear and show cause from the judicial authority, he or she shall

provide the clerk with a sealed envelope marked ‘‘Attention: Counsel

for Child(ren)’’ containing the following information: the name, phone

number and e-mail of the investigation social worker; the name, phone

number and e-mail of the treatment supervisor or social worker, if

known; and the child(ren)’s placement or home address and phone

number, and name of a placement contact person. The clerk shall

ensure that counsel assigned to the child or youth is provided with
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said envelope at the time his or her appearance is filed. In the event

the placement information changes prior to the preliminary hearing,

the Commissioner of the Department of Children and Families shall

notify counsel for the child or youth immediately.

COMMENTARY: This section has been revised for consistency with

other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 33a-3. Venue

All child protection petitions shall be filed within the juvenile matters

district where the child or youth resided at the time of the filing of the

petition, but any child or youth born in any hospital or institution where

the birth parent [mother] is confined at the time of birth shall be deemed

to have residence in the district wherein such child’s or youth’s birth

parent [mother] was living at the time of the [her] admission to such

hospital or institution. When placement of a child or youth has been

effected prior to filing of a petition, venue shall be in the district wherein

the custodial parent is living at the time of the filing of the petition.

COMMENTARY: This section has been revised to conform to the

provisions of the Parentage Act, Public Acts 2021, No. 21-15.

Sec. 33a-4. Identity [or] of Alleged Genetic Parent Unknown;

Location of Respondent, Person Presumed To Be the Parent

Pursuant to General Statutes § 46b-488 (a) (3) or Alleged

Genetic Parent Unknown

(a) If the identity [or present location of a respondent] of an alleged

genetic parent is unknown when a petition is filed, an affidavit shall

be attached reciting the efforts to identify [and locate that respondent]
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that alleged genetic parent. The judicial authority may, in its discretion,

require [N]notice by publication to unidentified alleged genetic parents

[persons shall be required] in any petition for termination of parental

rights. Such notice shall comply with General Statutes § 45a-716.

(b) If the present location of a respondent, a person presumed to

be the parent pursuant to General Statutes § 46b-488 (a) (3) or an

alleged genetic parent is unknown when a petition is filed, an affidavit

shall be attached reciting the efforts to locate that person. Notice by

publication to absent respondents, the person presumed to be the

parent pursuant to General Statutes § 46b-488 (a) (3) or alleged

genetic parents shall be required in any petition for termination of

parental rights in accordance with General Statutes § 45a-716.

[(b)] (c) Subject to Section 32a-1 of these rules, the judicial authority

may notify the chief public defender to assign counsel for [an unidenti-

fied parent or an] absent respondents, person presumed to be the

parent pursuant to General Statutes § 46b-488 (a) (3) or alleged

genetic parent who has received only constructive notice of termination

of parental rights proceedings, for the limited purposes of conducting a

reasonable search for the [unidentified or] absent respondents, person

presumed to be the parent pursuant to General Statutes § 46b-488

(a) (3) or alleged genetic parents and reporting to the judicial authority

before any adjudication.

COMMENTARY: This section has been revised to conform to the

provisions of the Parentage Act, Public Acts 2021, No. 21-15.
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Sec. 33a-6. Order of Temporary Custody; Ex Parte Orders and

Orders To Appear

(a) If the judicial authority finds, based upon the specific allegations

of the petition and other verified affirmations of fact provided by the

applicant, that there is reasonable cause to believe that: (1) the child

or youth is suffering from serious physical illness or serious physical

injury or is in immediate physical danger from his or her surroundings

and (2) that as a result of said conditions, the child’s or youth’s safety

is endangered and immediate removal from such surroundings is nec-

essary to ensure the child’s or youth’s safety, the judicial authority

shall, upon proper application at the time of filing of the petition or at any

time subsequent thereto, either (A) issue an order to the respondents

or other persons having responsibility for the care of the child or youth,

including but not limited to persons named as the person presumed

to be the parent pursuant to General Statutes § 46b-488 (a) (3) or the

alleged genetic parent, to appear at such time as the judicial authority

may designate to determine whether the judicial authority should vest

in some suitable agency or person the child’s or youth’s temporary

care and custody pending disposition of the petition, or (B) issue an

order ex parte vesting in some suitable agency or person the child’s

or youth’s temporary care and custody.

(b) A preliminary hearing on any ex parte [custody] order of tempo-

rary custody or order to appear issued by the judicial authority shall

be held as soon as practicable but not later than ten days after the

issuance of such order.

(c) If the application is filed subsequent to the filing of the petition,

a motion to amend the petition or to modify protective supervision
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shall be filed no later than the next business date before such prelimi-

nary hearing.

(d) Upon issuance of an ex parte order of temporary custody or

order to appear, the judicial authority shall provide to the Commissioner

of the Department of Children and Families and the respondents spe-

cific steps necessary for each to take for the respondents to retain or

regain custody of the child or youth.

(e) An ex parte order of temporary custody or order to appear shall

be accompanied by a conspicuous notice to the respondents and other

persons entitled to notice, including but not limited to persons named

as the person presumed to be the parent pursuant to General Statutes

§ 46b-488 (a) (3) or the alleged genetic parent, written in clear and

simple language containing at least the following information: (i) That

the order contains allegations that conditions in the home have endan-

gered the safety and welfare of the child or youth; (ii) that a hearing will

be held on the date on the form; (iii) that the hearing is the opportunity

to present the respondents’ position concerning the alleged facts; (iv)

that the respondent, the person presumed to be the parent pursuant

to General Statutes § 46b-488 (a) (3), and the person named as the

alleged genetic parent have[s] the right to remain silent; (v) that an

attorney will be appointed for respondents, the person presumed to

be the parent pursuant to General Statutes § 46b-488 (a) (3) and the

alleged genetic parent who cannot afford an attorney by the chief

public defender; (vi) that [such] respondents, the person presumed

to be the parent pursuant to General Statutes § 46b-488 (a) (3), and

the alleged genetic parent may apply for state paid representation by
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going in person to the court address on the form and are advised to

go as soon as possible in order for the attorney to prepare for the

hearing; (vii) if such respondents, the person presumed to be the

parent pursuant to General Statutes § 46b-488 (a) (3), and alleged

genetic parents have any questions concerning the case or appoint-

ment of counsel, [any such respondent is] they are advised to go to

the court, or contact the clerk’s office, or contact the chief public

defender as soon as possible, and (viii) that such respondents [par-

ents,] or [a] persons having responsibility for the care and custody of

the child or youth[,] may request the Commissioner of Children and

Families to investigate placing the child or youth with a person related

to the child or youth by blood, [or] marriage or law who might serve

as a licensed foster parent or temporary custodian for such child

or youth.

(f) Upon application for state paid representation, the judicial author-

ity shall promptly determine eligibility and, if the respondent, the person

presumed to be the parent pursuant to General Statutes § 46b-488

(a) (3) or person named as the alleged genetic parent is eligible,

promptly notify the chief public defender, who shall assign an attorney

to provide representation. In the absence of such a request prior to

the preliminary hearing, the chief public defender shall ensure that

standby counsel is available at such hearing to assist and/or represent

the respondents or other persons found eligible by the judicial authority.

COMMENTARY: This section has been revised to conform to the

provisions of the Parentage Act, Public Acts 2021, No. 21-15, and for

consistency with other sections of the Practice Book.
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Sec. 33a-7. Preliminary Order of Temporary Custody or First

Hearing; Actions by Judicial Authority

(a) At the preliminary hearing on the order of temporary custody or

order to appear, or at the first hearing on a petition for neglect, uncared

for, dependency, or termination of parental rights, the judicial author-

ity shall:

(1) first determine whether the necessary parties are present and

that the rules governing service on or notice to nonappearing parties,

and notice to persons named as the alleged genetic parent, grandpar-

ents, foster parents, relative caregivers, [and] pre-adoptive parents,

and any other person entitled to notice of the proceedings, as applica-

ble, have been complied with, and should note these facts for the

record, and may proceed with respect to the parties who (i) are present

and have been properly served; (ii) are present and waive any defects

in service; and (iii) are not present, but have been properly served.

As to any party or person who has not been properly served, the

judicial authority may continue the proceedings with respect to such

party or person for a reasonable period of time for service to be made

and confirmed;

(2) inform the respondents of the allegations contained in all petitions

and applications that are the subject of the hearing;

(3) inform the respondents, the person presumed to be the parent

pursuant to General Statutes § 46b-488 (a) (3), and persons named

as the alleged genetic parent of their right to remain silent;

(4) ensure that an attorney, and where appropriate, a separate

guardian ad litem, has been assigned to represent the child or youth

by the chief public defender, in accordance with General Statutes

§§ 46b-129a (2), 46b-136, 51-296a and Section 32a-1 of these rules;



Page 104

(5) advise the respondents, the person presumed to be the parent

pursuant to General Statutes § 46b-488 (a) (3), and the alleged genetic

parent of their right to counsel and their right to have counsel assigned

if they are unable to afford representation, determine eligibility for state

paid representation and notify the chief public defender to assign an

attorney to represent any respondent, the person presumed to be the

parent pursuant to General Statutes § 46b-488 (a) (3), and the alleged

genetic parent who is unable to afford representation, as determined

by the judicial authority;

(6) advise the respondents of the right to a hearing on the petitions

and applications, to be held not later than ten days after the date of

the preliminary hearing if the hearing is pursuant to an ex parte order

of temporary custody or an order to appear;

(7) notwithstanding any prior statements acknowledging responsibil-

ity, inquire of the custodial respondent in neglect, uncared for and

dependency matters, and of all respondents in termination matters,

whether the allegations of the petition are presently admitted or denied;

(8) make any interim orders, including visitation, that the judicial

authority determines are in the best interests of the child or youth,

and order specific steps that the commissioner and the respondents

shall take for the respondents to regain or to retain custody of the

child or youth;

(9) take steps to determine the identity of the alleged genetic parent

[father] of the child or youth, including, if necessary, inquiring of the

birth parent [mother] of the child or youth, under oath, as to the identity

and address of any person who might be the genetic parent [father]

of the child or youth and ordering genetic testing, if necessary and

appropriate, and order service of the amended petition citing in the
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alleged genetic parent [putative father] and notice of the hearing date,

if any, to be made upon such person [him];

(10) if the person named as the alleged genetic parent [putative

father] appears[,] and admits that such person [he] is the parent

[biological father], provide such person [him] and the birth parent

[mother] with the notices which comply with General Statutes § 17b-

27 and provide them with the opportunity to sign an [paternity] acknowl-

edgment of parentage [and affirmation] on forms which comply with

General Statutes § 17b-27, which documents shall be executed and

filed in accordance with General Statutes Chapter 815y [§ 46b-172]

and a copy delivered to clerk of the Superior Court for juvenile matters.

The clerk of the Superior Court for juvenile matters shall send the

original acknowledgment of parentage to the Department of Public

Health for filing in the parentage registry maintained under General

Statutes § 19a-42a, and shall maintain a copy of the acknowledgment

of parentage in the court file;

(11) in the event that the person named as an alleged genetic parent

[putative father] appears and denies that such person [he] is the parent

[biological father] of the child or youth, [advise him that he may have

no further standing in any proceeding concerning the child or youth,

and either] order genetic testing to determine parentage in accordance

with the Connecticut Parentage Act. The clerk of the court shall send

a certified copy of any judgment adjudicating parentage to the Depart-

ment of Public Health for filing in the parentage registry maintained

under General Statutes § 19a-42a. If the results of the genetic tests

indicate that the person named as the alleged genetic parent is not
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the genetic parent of the child or youth, the court shall enter a judgment

that such person is not the genetic parent, and the court shall remove

such person from the case and afford such person no further standing

in the case or in any subsequent proceeding regarding the child or

youth [paternity or direct him to execute a written denial of paternity

on a form promulgated by the Office of the Chief Court Administrator.

Upon execution of such a form by the putative father, the judicial

authority may remove him from the case and afford him no further

standing in the case or in any subsequent proceeding regarding the

child or youth until such time as paternity is established by formal

acknowledgment or adjudication in a court of competent jurisdic-

tion]; and

(12) identify any person or persons related to the child or youth by

blood or marriage or law residing in this state or out of state who might

serve as licensed foster parents or temporary custodians, and order

the Commissioner of the Department of Children and Families to inves-

tigate and determine the appropriateness of placement of the child or

youth with such relative or relatives pursuant to General Statutes

§ 46b-129 (c) and provide a written report to the court no later than

thirty days from the date of the preliminary hearing and notify all

counsel of record or set a reasonable date for such a report if a relative

lives outside the state.

(b) At the preliminary hearing on the order of temporary custody or

order to appear, the judicial authority may provide parties an opportu-

nity to present argument with regard to the sufficiency of the sworn

statements.

(c) If any respondent fails, after proper service, to appear at the

preliminary hearing, the judicial authority may enter or sustain an order

of temporary custody.
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(d) Upon request, or upon its own motion, the judicial authority shall

schedule a hearing on the order for temporary custody or the order

to appear to be held as soon as practicable but not later than ten days

after the date of the preliminary hearing. Such hearing shall be held

on consecutive days except for compelling circumstances or at the

request of the respondents.

(e) Subject to the requirements of Section 33a-7 (a) (6), upon motion

of any party or on its own motion, the judicial authority may consolidate

the hearing, on the order of temporary custody or order to appear with

the adjudicatory phase of the trial on the underlying neglect or uncared

for petition. At a consolidated order of temporary custody and neglect

or uncared for adjudication hearing, the judicial authority shall deter-

mine the outcome of the order of temporary custody based upon

whether or not continued removal is necessary to ensure the child’s or

youth’s safety, irrespective of its findings on whether there is sufficient

evidence to support an adjudication of neglect or uncared for. Nothing

in this subsection prohibits the judicial authority from proceeding to

disposition of the underlying petition immediately after such consoli-

dated hearing if the social study has been filed and the parties had

previously agreed to sustain the order of temporary custody and waived

the ten day hearing or the parties should reasonably be ready to

proceed.

COMMENTARY: This section has been revised to conform to the

provisions of the Parentage Act, Public Acts 2021, No. 21-15, and for

consistency with other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 34a-6. Pleadings Allowed and Their Order

The order of pleadings shall be as follows:

(1) The petition[.];
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(2) The respondent’s or child’s or youth’s motion to dismiss[.];

(3) The respondent’s or child’s or youth’s motion to strike.

COMMENTARY: This section has been revised for consistency with

other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 34a-9. Motion To Dismiss

Any respondent or child or youth, wishing to contest the court’s

jurisdiction, may do so even after having entered a general appear-

ance, but must do so by filing a motion to dismiss within fifteen days

of the plea date stated on the petition.

COMMENTARY: This section has been revised for consistency with

other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 34a-13. Further Pleading by Respondent or Child or Youth

If a motion to dismiss is denied with respect to any jurisdictional

issue, the respondent or child or youth may plead further without

waiving the right to contest jurisdiction further.

COMMENTARY: This section has been revised for consistency with

other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 34a-14. Response to Summary of Facts

In addition to the entry of a pro forma plea of denial, a parent, legal

guardian, [or] child or youth may, within thirty days of the plea date,

file a written response to the summary of facts attached to the petition

specifying that certain allegations in said summary of facts are irrele-

vant, immaterial, false or otherwise improper.

COMMENTARY: This section has been revised for consistency with

other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 34a-23. Motion for Emergency Relief

(a) Notwithstanding the above provisions, any party may file a motion

for emergency relief, seeking an order directed to the parents, [includ-
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ing any person who acknowledged before a judicial authority paternity

of a child born out of wedlock,] guardians, custodians or other adult

persons owing some legal duty to the child or youth, as deemed

necessary or appropriate to secure the welfare, protection, proper

care and suitable support of a child or youth before this court for the

protection of the child or youth. Such orders include, but are not limited

to, an order for access to the family home, an order seeking a medical

exam or mental health exam or treatment of the child or youth, an

order to remedy a dangerous condition in the family or foster home,

an order to provide or to accept and cooperate with certain services,

or an order prohibiting the removal of the child or youth from the state

or the home. Such motions may be heard at the next short calendar;

however, if the exigencies of the situation demand, the judicial authority

may order immediate ex parte relief, pending an expeditious hearing.

(b) No motion for emergency relief shall be granted without notice

to each party unless the applicant certifies one of the following to the

court in writing:

(1) facts showing that within a reasonable time prior to presenting

the motion the moving party gave notice to all other parties of the time

when and the place where the motion would be presented and provided

a copy of the motion; or

(2) the moving party in good faith attempted but was unable to give

notice to the other parties, specifying the efforts made to contact such

parties; or

(3) facts establishing good cause why the moving party should not

be required to give notice to other parties.

COMMENTARY: This section has been revised for consistency with

other sections of the Practice Book.
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Sec. 35a-4. Motions To Intervene

(a) Interventions by any person related to the child or youth by blood,

[or] marriage or law for temporary custody or guardianship shall be

governed by General Statutes § 46b-129 (c) or (d). All motions for

intervention shall state with specificity the movant’s interest and

relief requested.

(b) Upon motion of any sibling of any child or youth committed to

the Commissioner of the Department of Children and Families pursuant

to General Statutes § 46b-129, such sibling shall have the right to be

heard concerning visitation with, and placement of, any such child or

youth. In awarding any visitation or modifying any placement, the

judicial authority shall be guided by the best interests of all siblings

affected by such determination.

(c) Other persons unrelated to the child or youth by blood, [or]

marriage[,] or law, or persons related to the child or youth by blood,

[or] marriage or law who are not seeking to serve as a placement,

temporary custodian or guardian of the child or youth may move to

intervene in the dispositional phase of the case, and the judicial author-

ity may grant said motion if it determines that such intervention is in

the best interests of the child or youth or in the interests of justice.

(d) In making a determination upon a motion to intervene, the judicial

authority may consider: the timeliness of the motion as judged by

the circumstances of the case; whether the movant has a direct and

immediate interest in the case; whether the movant’s interest is not

adequately represented by existing parties; whether the intervention

may cause delay in the proceedings or other prejudice to the existing

parties; the necessity for or value of the intervention in terms of resolv-
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ing the controversy before the judicial authority; and the best interests

of the child or youth.

(e) Any intervenor shall appear in person, with or without counsel,

and shall not be entitled to court-appointed counsel or the assignment

of counsel by the chief public defender except as provided in General

Statutes § 46b-136.

(f) The judicial authority, may, on motion of any party or on its own

motion, after notice and a hearing, terminate any person’s intervenor

status if such person’s participation in the case is no longer warranted

or necessary. The judicial authority may determine if good cause exists

to permit the intervenor to continue to participate in future proceedings

as a party and what, if any further actions, the intervenor is required

to take.

COMMENTARY: The revisions to this section conform to the provi-

sions of General Statutes § 46b-129 (c) and (d) and for consistency

with other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 35a-8. Burden of Proceeding

(a) The petitioner shall be prepared to substantiate the allegations

of the petition. All parties except the child or youth shall be present

at trial unless excused for good cause shown. Failure of any party to

appear in person or by their statutorily permitted designee may result

in a default or nonsuit for failure to appear for trial, as the case may

be, and evidence may be introduced and judgment rendered.

(b) If a parent, guardian, person presumed to be the parent pursuant

to General Statutes § 46b-488 (a) (3) or a person named as the alleged

genetic parent fails to appear at the initial hearing and no military

affidavit has been filed, the judicial authority shall continue the proceed-

ings prior to entering a default for failure to appear until such time as
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the military affidavit is filed[, provided if the identity of the parent, after

reasonable search, cannot be determined, then default may enter and

no military affidavit is required].

(c) The clerk shall give notice by mail to the defaulted party and the

party’s attorney of the default and of any other action taken by the

judicial authority. The clerk shall note the date that such notice is given

or mailed.

COMMENTARY: This section has been revised to conform to the

provisions of the Parentage Act, Public Acts 2021, No. 21-15, and for

consistency with other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 35a-12. Protective Supervision—Conditions, Modification

and Termination

(a) When protective supervision is ordered, the judicial authority will

set forth any conditions of said supervision including duration, specific

steps and review dates.

(b) A protective supervision order shall be scheduled for an in court

review and reviewed by the judicial authority at least thirty days prior

to its expiration. At said review, an updated social study shall be

provided to the judicial authority.

(c) If an extension of protective supervision is being sought by the

Commissioner of the Department of Children and Families or any other

party in interest, including counsel for the minor child or youth, then

a written motion for the same shall be filed not less than thirty days

prior to such expiration. Such motion shall be heard either at the in

court review of protective supervision if it is held within thirty days of

such expiration or at a hearing to be held within ten days after the

filing of such motion. For good cause shown and under extenuating

circumstances, such written motion may be filed in a period of less
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than thirty days prior to the expiration of the protective supervision

and the same shall be docketed accordingly. The motion shall set

forth the reason(s) for the extension of the protective supervision and

the period of the extension being sought. If the judicial authority orders

such extension of protective supervision, the extension order shall be

reviewed by the judicial authority at least thirty days prior to its expi-

ration.

(d) Parental or guardian noncompliance with the order of protective

supervision shall be a ground for a motion to modify the disposition.

Upon finding that the best interests of the child or youth so warrant,

the judicial authority, on its own motion or acting on a motion of any

party and after notice is given and a hearing has been held, may

modify a previously entered disposition of protective supervision in

accordance with the applicable General Statutes.

(e) Any party who seeks to have an order of protective supervision

terminate prior to its scheduled expiration date shall file a written

motion to terminate the order. The motion shall set forth the reason

or reasons why it is in the child’s or youth’s best interests for protective

supervision to terminate early. If termination of protective supervision

is sought on the day of a scheduled in court review hearing, such

motion may be filed that day. All parties shall be afforded reasonable

time to review the written motion and accompanying status reports or

other relevant documents. Upon finding that the best interests of the

child or youth so warrant, the judicial authority, acting on such motion

and after notice is given and a hearing has been held, may terminate

an order of protective supervision prior to its scheduled expiration date.

COMMENTARY: This section has been revised for consistency with

other sections of the Practice Book.
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Sec. 35a-12A. Motions for Transfer of Guardianship

(a) Motions to transfer guardianship are dispositional in nature,

based on the prior adjudication.

(b) In cases in which a motion for transfer of guardianship seeks to

vest guardianship of a child or youth in any relative who is the licensed

foster parent for such child or youth, or who is, pursuant to an order

of the court, the temporary custodian of the child or youth at the time

of the motion, the moving party has the burden of proof that the

proposed guardian is suitable and worthy and that transfer of guardian-

ship is in the best interests of the child or youth. In such cases, there

shall be a rebuttable presumption that the award of legal guardianship

to that relative shall be in the best interests of the child or youth and

that such relative is a suitable and worthy person to assume legal

guardianship. The presumption may be rebutted by a preponderance

of the evidence that an award of legal guardianship to such relative

would not be in the child’s or youth’s best interests and such relative

is not a suitable and worthy person.

(c) In cases in which a motion for transfer of guardianship, if granted,

would require the removal of a child or youth from any relative who

is the licensed foster parent for such child or youth, or who is, pursuant

to an order of the court, the temporary custodian of the child or youth

at the time of the motion, the moving party has the initial burden of

proof that an award of legal guardianship to, or an adoption by, such

relative would not be in the child’s or youth’s best interests and that

such relative is not a suitable and worthy person. If this burden is met,

the moving party then has the burden of proof that the movant’s

proposed guardian is suitable and worthy and that transfer of guardian-

ship to that proposed guardian is in the best interests of the child

or youth.
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(d) In all other cases, the moving party has the burden of proof that

the proposed guardian is suitable and worthy and that transfer of

guardianship is in the best interests of the child or youth.

COMMENTARY: This section has been revised for consistency with

other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 35a-14. Motions for Review of Permanency Plan

(a) Motions for review of the permanency plan shall be filed nine

months after the placement of the child or youth in the custody of the

Commissioner of the Department of Children and Families pursuant

to a voluntary placement agreement, or removal of a child or youth

pursuant to General Statutes § 17a-101g or an order of a court of

competent jurisdiction, whichever is earlier. At the date custody is

vested by order of a court of competent jurisdiction, or if no order of

temporary custody is issued, at the date when commitment is ordered,

the judicial authority shall set a date by which the subsequent motion

for review of the permanency plan shall be filed. The Commissioner

of the Department of Children and Families shall propose a perma-

nency plan that conforms to the statutory requirements and shall pro-

vide a social study to support said plan. Nothing in this section shall

preclude any party from filing a motion for revocation of commitment

separate from a motion for review of permanency plan pursuant to

General Statutes § 46b-129 (m) and subject to Section 35a-14A.

(b) At the time of the filing of a motion for review of permanency

plan pursuant to subsection (a), the Commissioner of the Department

of Children and Families shall also request a finding that it has made

reasonable efforts to achieve the goal of the existing plan. The social

study filed pursuant to subsection (a) shall include information indicat-

ing what efforts the commissioner has taken to achieve the goal of

the existing plan.
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(c) Once a motion for review of the permanency plan and requested

findings regarding efforts to achieve the goal of the existing plan have

been filed, the clerk of the court shall set a hearing not later than

ninety days thereafter. The judicial authority shall provide notice to

the child or youth, and the parent or guardian of such child or youth

and any other party found entitled to such notice of the time and place

of the court hearing on any such motion not less than fourteen days

prior to such hearing. Any party who is in opposition to any such

motion shall file a written objection and state with specificity the reasons

therefor within thirty days after the filing of the Commissioner of the

Department of Children and Families’ motion for review of permanency

plan and the objection shall be considered at the hearing. The judicial

authority shall hold an evidentiary hearing in connection with any

contested motion for review of the permanency plan. If there is no

objection or motion for revocation filed, then the motion may be granted

by the judicial authority at the date of said hearing.

(d) Whether to approve the permanency plan and to find that reason-

able efforts to achieve the goal of the existing plan have been made

are dispositional questions, based on the prior adjudication, and the

judicial authority shall determine whether it is in the best interests of

the child or youth to approve the permanency plan and to find that

reasonable efforts to achieve the goal of the existing plan have been

made upon a fair preponderance of the evidence. The Commissioner

of the Department of Children and Families shall have the burden of

proving that the proposed permanency plan is in the best interests of

the child or youth and that it has made reasonable efforts to achieve

the goal of the existing plan.
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(e) At each hearing on a motion for review of permanency plan, the

judicial authority shall (1) ask the child or youth about [his or her] their

desired permanency outcome or if the child or youth is unavailable to

appear at such hearing, require the attorney for the child or youth to

consult with the child or youth regarding the child’s or youth’s desired

permanency outcome and report the same to the court, (2) review the

status of the child or youth, (3) review the progress being made to

implement the permanency plan, (4) determine a timetable for attaining

the permanency plan, (5) determine the services to be provided to

the parent or guardian if the court approves a permanency plan of

reunification and the timetable for such services, and (6) determine

whether the Commissioner of the Department of Children and Families

has made reasonable efforts to achieve the goal of the existing perma-

nency plan. The judicial authority shall also determine whether the

proposed goal of the permanency plan as set forth in General Statutes

§ 46b-129 (k) (2) is in the best interests of the child or youth by a fair

preponderance of the evidence, taking into consideration the child’s

or youth’s need for permanency. The child’s or youth’s health and

safety shall be of paramount concern in formulating such plan. If a

permanency plan is not approved by the judicial authority, it shall order

the filing of a revised plan and set a hearing to review said revised

plan within sixty days.

(f) As long as a child or youth remains in the custody of the Commis-

sioner of the Department of Children and Families, the commissioner

shall file a motion for review of permanency plan and for a finding

regarding reasonable efforts to achieve the goal of the existing plan

nine months after the prior permanency plan hearing. No later than

twelve months after the prior permanency plan hearing, the judicial
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authority shall hold a subsequent permanency review hearing in

accordance with this section.

(g) Whenever an approved permanency plan needs revision, the

Commissioner of the Department of Children and Families shall file

a motion for review of the revised permanency plan. The commissioner

shall not be precluded from initiating a proceeding in the best interests

of the child or youth considering the needs for safety and permanency.

(h) Where a petition for termination of parental rights is granted, the

guardian or statutory parent of the child or youth shall report to the

judicial authority not later than thirty days after the date the judgment

is entered on a permanency plan and on the status of the child or

youth. At least every three months thereafter, such guardian or statu-

tory parent shall make a report to the judicial authority on the implemen-

tation of the plan, or earlier if the plan changes before the elapse of

three months. The judicial authority may convene a hearing upon the

filing of a report and shall convene and conduct a permanency hearing

for the purpose of reviewing the permanency plan for the child or youth

no more than twelve months from the date judgment is entered or

from the date of the last permanency hearing held in accordance with

General Statutes § 46b-129 (k), whichever is earlier, and at least once

a year thereafter while the child or youth remains in the custody of

the Commissioner of the Department of Children and Families. At

each court hearing, the judicial authority shall make factual findings

whether [or not] reasonable efforts to achieve the permanency plan

or promote adoption have been made.

COMMENTARY: This section has been revised for consistency with

other sections of the Practice Book.
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Sec. 35a-14A. Revocation of Commitment

Where a child or youth is committed to the custody of the Commis-

sioner of the Department of Children and Families, the commissioner,

a parent or the child’s or youth’s attorney may file a motion seeking

revocation of commitment. The judicial authority may revoke commit-

ment if a cause for commitment no longer exists and it is in the best

interests of the child or youth. Whether to revoke the commitment is a

dispositional question, based on the prior adjudication, and the judicial

authority shall determine whether to revoke the commitment upon a

fair preponderance of the evidence. The party seeking revocation of

commitment has the burden of proof that no cause for commitment

exists. If the burden is met, the party opposing the revocation has the

burden of proof that revocation would not be in the best interests of

the child or youth. If a motion for revocation is denied, a new motion

shall not be filed by the movant until at least six months have elapsed

from the date of the filing of the prior motion unless waived by the

judicial authority.

COMMENTARY: This section has been revised for consistency with

other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 35a-18. Opening Default

Any order or decree entered through a default may be set aside

within four months succeeding the date of such entry of the order or

decree upon the written motion of any party or person prejudiced

thereby, showing reasonable cause, or that a defense in whole or in

part existed at the time of the rendition of such order or of such decree,

and that the party so defaulted was prevented by mistake, accident

or other reasonable cause from prosecuting or appearing to make the

same, except that no such order or decree shall be set aside if a final
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decree of adoption regarding the child or youth has been issued prior

to the filing of any such motion. Such written motion shall be verified

by the oath of the complainant and shall state in general terms the

nature of the claim or defense and shall particularly set forth the

reason why the party failed to appear. The judicial authority shall order

reasonable notice of the pendency of such motion to be given to all

parties to the action and also, in the case of a motion to set aside a

judgment terminating parental rights, to any person who has legal

custody of the child or youth or who has physical custody of the child

or youth pursuant to an agreement, including an agreement with the

Department of Children and Families or a licensed child-placing

agency. The judicial authority may enjoin enforcement of such order

or decree until the decision upon such written motion, unless said

action shall prejudice or place the child’s or youth’s health, safety or

welfare in jeopardy. The initial hearing on said motion shall be held

as a priority matter but no later than fifteen days after the same has

been filed with the clerk, unless otherwise agreed to by the parties

and sanctioned by the judicial authority. All hearings on motions to

set aside a judgment terminating parental rights shall be conducted

in accordance with the provisions of General Statutes § 45a-719. In

the event that any motion is granted, the matter shall be scheduled

for an immediate pretrial or case status conference within fourteen

days thereof, and failing a resolution at that time, then the matter shall

be scheduled for a trial as expeditiously as possible.

COMMENTARY: This section has been revised for consistency with

other sections of the Practice Book.
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Sec. 35a-19. Transfer from Probate Court of Petitions for

Removal of Parent as Guardian or Termination of Parental

Rights

(a) When a contested application for removal of parent as guardian

or petition for termination of parental rights or application to commit

a child or youth to a hospital for the mentally ill has been transferred

from the Probate Court to the Superior Court, the Superior Court clerk

shall transmit to the Probate Court from which the transfer was made

a copy of any orders or decrees thereafter rendered, including orders

regarding reinstatement pursuant to General Statutes § 45a- 611 and

visitation pursuant to General Statutes § 45a-612, and a copy of any

appeal of a Superior Court decision in the matter.

(b) The date of receipt by the Superior Court of a transferred petition

shall be the filing date for determining initial hearing dates in the

Superior Court. The date of receipt by the Superior Court of any

Probate Court issued ex parte order of temporary custody not heard

by that court shall be the issuance date in the Superior Court.

(c) Any appearance filed for any party in the Probate Court shall

continue in the Superior Court for juvenile matters unless (1) a motion

to withdraw is filed in the Probate Court within five days of the filing

of the motion to transfer, and the motion to withdraw is granted by

the Probate Court, (2) a motion to withdraw is filed by such party’s

counsel and granted by the Superior Court for juvenile matters, or (3)

another counsel files an ‘‘in place of’’ appearance on behalf of the

party. If the party represented is indigent or is the child or youth subject

to the proceedings, new counsel shall be assigned from the list of

public defender services assigned counsel and shall be paid by the

public defender services commission. The Superior Court for juvenile
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matters may request that the Division of Public Defender Services

contract with probate counsel for representation if continued represen-

tation would be in the best interest of the client. Counsel for indigent

parties or minor children appointed by the Probate Court who remain

on the case in Superior Court for juvenile matters shall be paid by the

Public Defender Services Commission according to its policies at the

rate of pay established by the commission.

(d) (1) The Superior Court clerk shall notify appearing parties in

applications for removal of guardian by mail of the date of the initial

hearing which shall be held not more than thirty days from the date

of receipt of the transferred application. Not less than ten days before

the initial hearing, the Superior Court clerk shall cause a copy of the

transfer order and probate petition for removal of guardian and an

advisement of rights notice to be served on any nonappearing party

or any party not served within the last twelve months with an accompa-

nying order of notice and summons to appear at an initial hearing.

(2) Not less than ten days before the date of the initial hearing, the

Superior Court clerk shall cause a copy of the transfer order and

probate petition for termination of parental rights and an advisement

of rights notice to be served on all parties, regardless of prior service,

with an accompanying order of notice and summons to appear at an

initial hearing which shall be held not more than thirty days from the

date of receipt of the petition except in the case of a petition for

termination of parental rights based on consent which shall be held

not more than twenty days after the filing of the petition.

(3) The Superior Court clerk shall mail notice of the initial hearing

date for all transferred petitions to all counsel of record and to the

Commissioner of the Department of Children and Families or to any

other agency which has been ordered by the Probate Court to conduct
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an investigation pursuant to General Statutes § 45a-619. The Commis-

sioner of the Department of Children and Families or any other investi-

gating agency will be notified of the need to have a representative

present at the initial hearing.

COMMENTARY: This section has been revised for consistency with

other sections of the Practice Book.

Sec. 35a-22. Where Presence of Person May Be by Means of an

Interactive Audiovisual Device

(a) The appearance of a person for any proceeding set forth in

subsection (b) of this section may, in the discretion of the judicial

authority on motion of a party or on its own motion, be made by means

of an interactive audiovisual device. Such audiovisual device must

operate so that such person and [his or her] their attorney, if any,

and the judicial authority if the proceeding is in court, can see and

communicate with each other simultaneously. In addition, a procedure

by which such person and [his or her] their attorney can confer in

private must be provided. Nothing contained in this section shall be

construed to establish a right for any person to be heard or to appear

by means of an interactive audiovisual device or to require the Judicial

Branch to pay for such person’s appearance by means of an interactive

audiovisual device.

(b) A person may appear by means of an interactive audiovisual

device in juvenile matters in the civil session, as defined by General

Statutes § 46b-121 (a), in the following proceedings or under the follow-

ing circumstances:

(1) A party or a party’s representative in case status and case

management conferences;

(2) If a parent or guardian is incarcerated in this state, [he or she] they

may participate in plea hearings, judicial pretrials, order of temporary
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custody and termination of parental rights (TPR) case management

conferences, reviews of protective supervision, permanency plan hear-

ings, case status conferences, preliminary order of temporary custody

hearings, neglect plea and disposition by agreement, neglect trials,

TPR plea hearings, canvass of consents to TPR, contested transfer of

guardianship hearings, motions to revoke commitment, emancipation

petitions, and motions to reinstate guardian;

(3) If a parent or guardian is incarcerated in a federal correctional

facility or another state’s correctional facility, [he or she] they may

participate in all matters set forth in subdivision (2) above and in

contested hearings including, but not limited to, temporary custody

hearings, neglect or uncared for proceedings or TPR trials;

(4) A foster parent, prospective adoptive parent or relative caregiver

may appear and be heard on the best interests of the child or youth

pursuant to General Statutes § 46b-129 (o);

(5) A sibling of any child or youth committed to the Department

of Children and Families, upon motion, may appear and be heard

concerning visitation with, and placement of, any such child or youth

pursuant to General Statutes § 46b-129 (p);

(6) A witness may testify in any proceeding in the discretion of the

judicial authority.

(c) Unless otherwise required by law or unless otherwise ordered

by the judicial authority, prior to any proceeding in which a person

appears by means of an interactive audiovisual device, copies of all

documents which may be offered at the proceeding shall be provided to

all counsel and self-represented parties in advance of the proceeding.

COMMENTARY: This section has been revised for consistency with

other sections of the Practice Book.
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Sec. 35a-23. Child’s or Youth’s Hearsay Statement; Residual

Exception

(a) A party who seeks the admission of a hearsay statement of a

child or youth pursuant to the residual exception to the hearsay rule,

based upon psychological unavailability, shall provide a written notice

within a reasonable time before the trial.

(b) A notice pursuant to subsection (a) shall be filed with the court

and shall be served on all counsel of record and self-represented

parties when appropriate, in accordance with Section 10-13. The notice

shall identify the proffered statement, the basis for the psychological

unavailability claim and shall be filed within a reasonable time before

the trial.

(c) A party who objects to the introduction of the child’s or youth’s

hearsay statement and challenges the representations contained in

the notice filed pursuant to subsection (b) of this section, shall file a

written objection with the court within a reasonable time before the

trial, stating the reasons therefor.

(d) The judicial authority shall hold an evidentiary hearing to deter-

mine the admissibility of the child’s or youth’s hearsay statement in a

manner that does not unduly delay resolution of the proceedings. The

party seeking to introduce the statement shall have the burden of

proving the child’s or youth’s psychological unavailability; specifically,

that the child or youth will suffer serious emotional or mental harm if

required to testify.

COMMENTARY: This section has been revised for consistency with

other sections of the Practice Book.
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE

CRIMINAL RULES

(NEW) Sec. 40-13B. Notice by Prosecuting Authority of Intention

To Use Prior Uncharged Sexual Misconduct Involving a Per-

son Other Than the Victim in Sexual Assault Cases

If the prosecuting authority intends to introduce evidence of prior

uncharged sexual misconduct pursuant to § 4-5 (b) of the Connecticut

Code of Evidence involving a person other than the victim(s) in a sexual

assault prosecution, the state shall provide notice to the defendant of

its intent to use such evidence as soon as practicable, but in no event

less than fifteen days before trial or at such later time as the judicial

authority may direct for good cause. The state shall file a copy of such

notice with the clerk.

Along with such notice, the prosecuting authority shall provide to

the defendant a disclosure which identifies each proposed witness by

name and date of birth and shall include all such witnesses’ statements,

if any, and a summary of their expected testimony. Any proposed

witness whose identity is subject to the protections of the confidentiality

provisions of General Statutes § 54-86e shall be identified in accord-

ance with the statute.

The judicial authority may for good cause shown allow late filing of

the notice or grant additional time to the parties to prepare for trial or

make such other order as may be appropriate. When late notice is

provided upon a finding of good cause, the court should implement

measures to ensure that the defendant is not prejudiced by the late dis-

closure.

At trial, the state shall make an offer of proof outside the presence

of the jury of each such witness’s proposed trial testimony. A variance
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between the offer of proof and the state’s disclosure shall not serve

as the basis for excluding such testimony if the court, in its discretion,

determines that such variance is immaterial or has not unfairly sur-

prised the defense.

COMMENTARY: This proposed new rule requires the state to pro-

vide detailed pretrial notice of its intent to introduce evidence of prior

uncharged sexual misconduct, bringing Connecticut into alignment

with the federal rules and several states that allow such evidence.
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BAR COUNSEL FOR LOCAL GRIEVANCE PANELS May 21, 2024

Name Address Judicial District Proposed New Term

Atty. Sue A. Cousineau
Law Offices of Sue E. 
Cousineau Bridgeport 7/1/24 - 6/30/25
124 Washington Street
Suite 201
Middletown, CT  06457

Atty. John J. Quinn 248 Hudson Street
Hartford (for G.A. 13 and the 
city of Hartford) 7/1/24 - 6/30/25

Hartford, CT  06106-1777

Atty. John J. Quinn Jr. 248 Hudson Street

New Britain and Hartford (for 
G.A. 12 and the towns of Avon, 
Bloomfield, Canton, Farmington 
and West Hartford) and Tolland 7/1/24 - 6/30/25

Hartford, CT 06106-1777

Atty. Michael A. Georgetti 67 Russ Street

New Haven (for the towns of 
Bethany, New Haven and 
Woodbridge) 7/1/24 - 6/30/25

Hartford, CT  06106

Atty. Jose Adrian Rebollo** 44 Lyon Terrace

New Haven (for G.A. 7 and the 
towns of Branford, East Haven, 
Guilford, Madison and North 
Branford) and Ansonia-Milford 7/1/24 - 6/30/25

Bridgeport, CT  06604

Atty. Danielle S. Rado 20 Southbridge Road
Danbury, Litchfield and 
Waterbury 7/1/24 - 6/30/25

Prospect, CT 06712

Atty. Gregory A. Benoit **** 143 Boston Post Road
Middlesex, New London and 
Windham 7/1/24 - 6/30/25

Waterford, CT  06385

Atty. Eugene J. Riccio 2000 Post Road, Suite 203 Stamford-Norwalk 7/1/24 - 6/30/25
Fairfield, CT 06824

* Atty. John Quinn Jr. serves New Britain, Hartford and Tolland judicial districts.  Please consult with your colleagues on this reappointment.
** Atty. Rebollo serves Ansonia-Milford and New Haven judicial districts.  Please consult with your colleagues on this reappointment. 
*** Atty. Rado serves Danbury, Litchfield and Waterbury judicial districts.  Please consult with your colleagues on this reappointment.
****Atty. Benoit serves Middlesex, New London and Windham judicial districts.  Please consult with your colleagues on this reappointment.

Section 2-30 of the Practice Book.  Terms are for one year commencing July 1.  Appointees may serve any grievance panel. Panels 
to be principally served by each counsel are noted below. Please note new individuals are hired through the competitive selection 
interview process. 



May 21, 2024
BAR COUNSEL AND INVESTIGATORS FOR LOCAL GRIEVANCE PANELS

INVESTIGATOR (Statewide Duties)

Paul J. Piasecki, Jr., C.P.A.
Piasecki and Company
40 Richards Avenue
7th Floor
Norwalk, CT  06854
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Local Grievance Panel 5/21/2024
Section 2-29 of the Practice Book

Name Address

First 
Commenced 
Service on 
Grievance 

Panel Term

Lisa Fraser 5 Sigwin Drive 7/1/23 7/1/23-6/30/26
Milford, CT  06461

Atty. Jordan Vazzano 2456 Huntington Turnpike 7/1/24 7/1/24-6/30/27
Trumbull, CT 06611

Atty. Jaime Alosi (Alternate) Law Office of Jaime Alosi 7/1/22 7/1/22-6/30/25
50 Elm Street
New Haven, CT  06510

Atty. Robert Berke Law Office of Robert Berke 7/1/22 7/1/22-6/30/25
640 Clinton Ave.
Bridgeport CT, 06605

Stacey Pereira 517 Candlewood Lake Road 8/15/17 7/1/23-6/30/26
Brookfield, CT 06804

Atty. Ryan O'Neill Mark Sherman LLC 7/1/23 7/1/23 - 6/30/26
29 Fifth Street
Stamford, CT 06905

Atty. Alec C. Gulash (Alternate) Gulash & Associates 7/1/22 7/1/22 - 6/30/25
265 Golden Hill Street
P.O. Box 999
Bridgeport, CT 06601

Atty. Daniel C. Ford Law Office of Daniel Ford 7/1/22 7/1/22-6/30/25
P.O. Box 1389
Fairfield, CT 06825

Michael O'Rourke 116 Crosby Street 7/1/23 7/1/23-6/30/26
Fairfield, CT 06825

Atty. John Mager Mager & Mager 7/1/21 7/1/24 - 6/30/27
87 River Street
Milford, CT 06460

Atty. Bret Gorman (Alternate) Moore, O'Brien & Foti 7/1/22 7/1/22 - 6/30/25 
891 Straits Turnpike
Middlebury, CT 06762

Terms shall commence on July 1 and appointments shall be for a term of three years.  No person shall serve as a 
member and/or alternate member for more than two consecutive three-year terms,but may be reappointed after a 
lapse of one year.  Attorney members cannot maintain an office for the practice of law in the judicial district they 
are serving.  The alternate attorney must be a member of the bar who does not maintain an office for the practice 
of law in such judicial district.  If the panel serves only part of a judicial district, the panel member cannot 
maintain an office for the practice of law anywhere in the entire judicial district.  Non-attorney members must 
reside in the judicial district served by the panel.

ANSONIA-MILFORD JUDICIAL DISTRICT

BRIDGEPORT JUDICIAL DISTRICT

DANBURY JUDICIAL DISTRICT
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Name Address

First 
Commenced 
Service on 
Grievance 

Panel Term
Atty. Matthew Reale Anthony & Reale 7/1/22 7/1/22 - 6/30/25

90 Huntington Street, Suite 6
Shelton, CT 06484

Atty. Erica Pilicy-Ryan The Flood Law Firm 7/1/24 7/1/23-6/30/26
190 Washington Street
Middletown, CT 06457

Mary Liz Williams 71 Mountain Road 7/1/24 7/1/24 - 6/30/27
West Hartford, CT 06107

Atty. Steven M. Lesko(Alternate) Middletown State's Attorney Office 7/1/21 7/1/23- 6/30/26
1 Court Street
Middletown , CT 06457

Atty. Teresa Capalbo Capalbo Hourihan, LLC 12/5/23 7/1/22 - 6/30/25
1290 Silas Deane Highway, Suite 
3F
Wethersfield, CT 06109

Tanya Mongitore 328 Winchester Road 7/1/20 7/1/23-6/30/26
Winsted, CT 06098

Atty. Patrice Hamilton (alternate) Connecticut Legal Services 7/1/19 7/1/22 - 6/30/25
85 Central Avenue 
Waterbury, CT 06702

Atty. Julie Costello Assistant Public Defender 7/1/19 7/1/22 - 6/30/25
341 Main Street
P.O. Box 290947
Wethersfield, CT  06129

Atty. Patrick McGrath Cicchetti, Tansley & McGrath 7/1/19 7/1/22 - 6/30/25
500 Chase Parkway
Waterbury, CT 06708

Michael Pelton 117 High Street 7/1/23 7/1/23 - 6/30/26
Portland, CT 06480

Atty. Emily Trudeau Chief State's Attorney Office 7/1/21 7/1/24 - 6/30/27
300 Corporate Place
Rocky Hill, CT 06067

Atty. Edward Bryan (Alternate) Brown, Paindiris & Scott LLP 7/1/19 7/1/22 - 6/30/25
100 Pearl Street
Hartford, CT 06103

For G.A.13 and the city of Hartford

LITCHFIELD JUDICIAL DISTRICT

MIDDLESEX JUDICIAL DISTRICT

HARTFORD JUDICIAL DISTRICT
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Name Address

First 
Commenced 
Service on 
Grievance 

Panel Term

Atty. Richard Rochlin Rich Rochlin Law Group LLC 7/1/19 7/1/22 -6/30/25
12 North Main Street
Suite 102
West Hartford, CT 06107

Atty. Christopher Sochacki Cramer & Anderson LLP 7/1/21 7/1/24 - 6/30/27
46 West Street
P.O. Box 278
Litchfield, CT 06759

Atty. Chrysten Dufour Moore, O'Brien & Foti 1/31/23 7/1/22 - 6/30/25
891 Straits Turnpike
Middlebury, CT 06762

Carol Dupuis 85 Memorial Road, #409 7/1/23 7/1/23-6/30/26
West Hartford, CT 06107

Atty. Sheila N. Hayre 202 Prospect Street 8/16/16 7/1/22 - 6/30/25
New Haven, CT  06511

Martha Schall 485 Bartlett Drive 7/1/20 7/1/23 - 6/30/26
Madison, CT 06443

Atty. Yelena Akim Conway Stoughton 8/16/22 7/1/22 - 6/30/25
641 Farmington Ave. 
Hartford, CT 06105

Atty. Theodore V. Raczka(Alternate) Raczka & Raczka 7/1/22 7/1/22 - 6/30/25
425 Main Street, 4th floor
Middletown, CT 06457

Atty. Patrick Cooney Furey, Donovan, Cooney & Dyer 7/1/24 7/1/24 - 6/30/27
43 Bellevue Ave.
Bristol, CT 06010

For G.A. 7 and the towns of Branford, East Haven, Guilford, Madison and North Branford
Peter Hargett 155 Preston Drive 7/1/18 7/1/23 - 6/30/26

Meriden, CT 06450

Atty. Dennis Ferguson 31 Foxcroft Road 7/1/22 7/1/22 - 6/30/25
West Hartford, CT 06119

NEW HAVEN JUDICIAL DISTRICT
For the towns of Bethany, New Haven and Woodbridge

NEW HAVEN JUDICIAL DISTRICT

NEW BRITAIN JUDICIAL DISTRICT and the HARTFORD JUDICIAL DISTRICT for 
G.A. 12  and the towns of Avon, Bloomfield, Canton, Farmington and West Hartford
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Name Address

First 
Commenced 
Service on 
Grievance 

Panel Term

Atty. William Bloss Kosskoff, Kosskoff & Bieder 8/15/23 7/1/24 - 6/30/27
350 Fairfield Ave.
Bridgeport, CT 06604

Atty. Tiffany Sabato (Alternate) Goff Law Group 7/1/22 7/1/22 - 6/30/25
77 Vernon Street
Bristol, CT  06010

Brendan Hinchey (Non attorney) 26 Judd Ave. 12/5/23 7/1/23 - 6/30/26
Mystic, CT 06355

Atty. Christian Sarantopolous Sarantopolous & Sarantopolous 7/1/24 7/1/24 - 6/30/27
143 School Street
Danielson, CT 06239

Atty. Margot Burkle
New Haven Legal Assistance 
Association 7/1/22 7/1/22 - 6/30/25
205 Orange Street
New Haven, CT 06510

Atty. Dawn Bradanini 7/1/24 7/1/24 - 6/30/27
(ALTERNATE)

Caroline Owens Crawford Sacred Heart University 7/1/23 7/1/23 - 6-30-26
Director, Parent & Family Giving
5151 Park Avenue,
Fairfield, CT 06825

Atty. Michael T. Meehan Meehan Law LLC 7/1/22 7/1/24 - 6/30/27
76 Lyon Terrace
Bridgeport, CT 06604

Atty. Joseph Martini Spears, Manning & Martini LLC 10/13/20 7/1/22 - 6/30/25
2425 Post Road, Suite 203
Southport, CT 06890

Atty. Scott Lucas (Alternate) Lucas & Varga LLC  10/13/20 7/1/22 - 6/30/25
2425 Post Road, Suite 200
Southport, CT 06890

Madelina Williams 26 Egypt Road 7/1/20 7/1/23 - 6/30/26
Ellington, CT 06029

Atty. Bethany Phillips Donnelly Phillips LLC 7/1/21 7/1/24 - 6/30/27
71 Raymond Road
West Hartford, CT 06107

NEW LONDON JUDICIAL DISTRICT

TOLLAND JUDICIAL DISTRICT

STAMFORD-NORWALK JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Page 4

OCPD
120 School Street
Danielson, CT 06239



Name Address

First 
Commenced 
Service on 
Grievance 

Panel Term

Atty. Geralynn McGee (Alternate) 43 Warren Street 7/1/22 7/1/22 - 6/30/25
Hartford, CT 06120

Atty. Michelle Santos The Law Office of Michelle A. Santo 7/1/19 7/1/22 - 6/30/25
PO Box 653
Rocky Hill, CT 06067

Dr. Craig Scott 3000 North Main Street 7/1/23 7/1/23 - 6/30/26
Waterbury, CT 06704

Atty. Nicholas A. D'Agosto IV D'Agosto & Howe LLC 7/1/24 7/1/24 - 6/30/27
738 Bridgeport Ave.
Shelton, CT  06484

Atty. Lindsay Reed Carmody & Torrance 7/1/23 7/1/22 - 6/30/25
1055 Washington Blvd., 4th Floor
Stamford, CT  06901

Atty. Vicky E. Bullock (Alternate) P.O. Box 1415 7/1/22 7/1/22- 6/30/25
Glastonbury, CT  06033-1415

Eric Aleman Family Services Supervisor 7/1/23 7/1/23 - 6/30/26
267 Kennedy Drive 
Putnam, CT 06260

Atty. Robert G. Tukey Gould Larsen Attorneys at Law 7/1/24 7/1/24 - 6/30/27
30 Plains Road
Essex, CT 06426

Atty. Mary Puhlick (Alternate) Puhlick & Cartier, P.C. 7/1/19 7/1/22 - 6/30/25
199 West Town Street
Norwich, CT 06360

Atty.  Michael P. Carey Suisman Shapiro 7/1/19 7/1/22 - 6/30/25
2 Union Plaza, Suite 200
P.O. Box 1591
New London, CT 06320

WINDHAM JUDICIAL DISTRICT

WATERBURY JUDICIAL DISTRICT
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May 21, 2024
MISCELLANEOUS

The Executive Committee is empowered to make any appointments which may have been 
inadvertently omitted from the lists submitted herein.
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Standing Committee on Recommendations for Admission to the Bar, Superior Court May 21, 2024

COUNTY Term:  3 Years

Atty. Sean McElligott 7/1/24-6/30/27

Atty. Douglas P. Mahoney 7/1/24-6/30/27

Atty. James Butler 7/1/23-6/30/26

Atty. Edward F. Czepiga 7/1/24-6/30/27

Atty. David Laudano 7/1/22-6/30/25

Atty. Cindy L. Robinson 7/1/22-6/30/25

Atty. Kathleen Dunn (Chair) 7/1/23-6/30/26

Atty. Rene Rosado 7/1/24 - 6/30/27

Atty. Gary Friedle 7/1/22-6/30/25

Atty. Richard R. Brown 7/1/22 - 6/30/25

Atty. Sabrina Copp 7/1/22 - 6/30/25

Atty. Katie Morgan 7/1/22 - 6/30/25

Atty. John Matulis 7/1/22 - 6/30/25

Atty David Curry 7/1/23-6/30/26

Atty. Bridget Garrity 7/1/24-6/30/27

Regina Wexler 7/1/23-6/30/26

Atty. Ruth Dwyer 7/1/22 - 6/30/25

Law Office of Bridget A. Garrity
P.O. Box 387 Torrington, CT 06790

860-489-1100
Regina M. Wexler LLC, 94 Church Street, 2nd Floor, 

Torrington, CT 06790. 860 307-9481
395 Hillandale Boulevard, Torrington, CT  06790. 203-

397-6167

The Flood Law Firm, 190 Washington Street, 
Middletown, CT 06457. 860-346-2695

State's Attorney's Office, 101 Lafayette Street, Hartford, 
CT 06106. 

Januszewski M & D, 165 West Main St., P.O.Box 150, 
New Britain, CT  06050-0150.  860-225-7667

David A. Curry, Atty. At Law, 23 Visgrove Lane, West 
Hartford, CT  06117.  860-249-5555

LITCHFIELD 

Knott, Knott, & Dunn, 1656 Main St., Stratford, CT  
06615.  203-375-1433

Atty. Rene Rosado, 312 Park Rd.  Suite 205, West 
Hartford, CT  06119-2017.  860-233-7099

Law Offices of Gary A. Friedle, Suite 307, 114 West 
Main St., New Britain,CT  06051-4223.  

860-225-8636
Brown Paindiris & Scott, LLP, 100 Pearl St. 2nd Floor, 

Hartford, CT  06103-4506.  860-522-3343

HARTFORD    

Robinson Mahoney PLLC, 1210 Post Road, Fairfield, CT 
06824. 203-692-2186

Miller, Rosnick, D'Amico, August & Butler, P.C., 1087 
Broad Street, Bridgeport, CT 06604. 

203-334-0191
Law Offices of Edward F.Czepiga II, LLC, 1057 Broad 

St., 3rd Floor, Bridgeport, CT  06604.  
203-335-3187

David J. Laudano, Attorney at Law, 2192 Main Street, 
Stratford, CT 06615. 203-381-9494

Robinson Mahoney PLLC, 1210 Post Road, Fairfield, CT 
06824. 203-692-2186

Section 2-12 of the Practice Book provides there shall be in each county a standing committee on recommendations for admission, 
consisting of not less than three nor more than seven members of the bar of that county, who shall be appointed by the judges of the 
superior court to hold office for three years from the date of their appointment and until successors are appointed. 

Silver Golub & Teitell LLP One Landmark Square, 15th 
Floor, Stamford, CT  06901. 203-916-5796

Business Address from JB Atty Look-up
FAIRFIELD
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Standing Committee on Recommendations for Admission to the Bar, Superior Court May 21, 2024

COUNTY Term:  3 Years

Section 2-12 of the Practice Book provides there shall be in each county a standing committee on recommendations for admission, 
consisting of not less than three nor more than seven members of the bar of that county, who shall be appointed by the judges of the 
superior court to hold office for three years from the date of their appointment and until successors are appointed. 

Business Address from JB Atty Look-up

Atty. James D. Hirschfield 7/1/22 - 6/30/25

Atty. Kenneth J. McDonnell 7/1/22 - 6/30/25

Atty Angela Anastasi 7/1/23-6/30/26

Atty. Lisa A. Faccadio 7/1/24-6/30/27

Atty. Christopher DePalma 7/1/24-6/30/27

Atty. Howard K. Levine 7/1/22 - 6/30/25

Atty. Angela Robinson 7/1/22 - 6/30/25

Atty. Maureen E. Burns 7/1/23-6/30/26

Atty. Michael Quinn 7/1/24-6/30/27

Atty. Kerin M. Woods 7/1/22 - 6/30/25

Atty. Beth Steele 7/1/22 - 6/30/25

Atty. Daniel Horgan 7/1/23-6/30/26

Atty. Timothy J. Johnston 7/1/24-6/30/27

Atty. Matthew Willis 7/1/24-6/30/27

Atty. Kerry Tarpey 7/1/23-6/30/26

TOLLAND  

Horgan Law Offices, 111 Huntington Street, New 
London, CT 06320. 860-442-9099

Difrancesca & Steele, 811 Boswell Ave., P.O.Box 548, 
Norwich, CT  06360.  860-889-3871

Balkus & Johnston, LLC, 62 Hyde Avenue, Vernon, CT  
06066. 860-872-7200

Kahan, Kerensky & Capossela, LLP. 45 Hartford 
Turnpike, P.O. Box 3811, Vernon, CT  06066. 

 860-646-1974
Tarpey & Alexander, LLC, 11 South Road, P.O. Box 

400, Somers, CT  06071.  860-749-0793

Robinson Diversity Consulting, LLC, 682 Prospect Street, 
Apt. 1, New Haven, CT  06511.

Mulvey, Oliver, Gould & Crotta, 2911 Dixwell Avenue, 
Hamden, CT 06518, 203- 624-5111

Mahon, Quinn & Mahon, P.C., 636 Broad Street, P.O.B. 
2420, Meriden, CT 06450-4336, 

203-238-1010

Waller Smith & Palmer PC, 52 Eugene O'Neill Drive, 
P.O.Box 88, New London, CT  06320.  860-442-0367

NEW LONDON  

Gould Larson ET AL, 30 Plains Road, P.O.Box 959, 
Essex, CT  06426.  860-767-9055

Middlesex J.D. Public Defender, Middlesex Superior 
Court, 1 Court Street, Middletown, CT 06457

860-343-6483
Freed Marcroft, LLC, 955 South Main St,. Suite A202, 

Middletown, CT 06457. 860-347-7134

Carmody Torrance Sandak & Hennessey LLP, 195 
Church Street, P.O.Box 1950, New Haven, CT  06509-

1950.  203-777-5501

D'Elia Gillooly Depalma, LLC, 700 State St., New 
Haven, CT  06511.  203-891-5310

NEW HAVEN   

Cramer & Anderson LLP, 46 West Street, P.O.Box 278, 
Litchfield, CT  06759-0278.  860-567-8718

MIDDLESEX  
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Standing Committee on Recommendations for Admission to the Bar, Superior Court May 21, 2024

COUNTY Term:  3 Years

Section 2-12 of the Practice Book provides there shall be in each county a standing committee on recommendations for admission, 
consisting of not less than three nor more than seven members of the bar of that county, who shall be appointed by the judges of the 
superior court to hold office for three years from the date of their appointment and until successors are appointed. 

Business Address from JB Atty Look-up

Atty. B. Paul Kaplan 7/1/23-6/30/26

Atty. Mark R. Brouillard 7/1/22 - 6/30/25

Atty. Rachel L. Sarantopoulos 7/1/23-6/30/26

Kaplan and Brennan LLP, 643 Norwich Road, Plainfield, 
CT   06374.  860-564-3351

St. Onge & Brouillard, 50 Route 171, Woodstock, CT  
06281.  860-928-0481

Sarantopoulos & Sarantopoulos, LLP, 143 School Street, 
Danielson, CT  06239. 860-779-3919

WINDHAM  
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State Bar Examining Committee, Superior Court May 21, 2024

Name Address Initial Appointment 3-Year Term
FAIRFIELD COUNTY
Atty.  Frederic S. Ury Pullman & Comley 9/1/2010 9/1/23-8/31/26

253 Post Road West
P.O. Box 3179
Westport, CT  06880-8180

Atty. Edward Gavin Law Office of Edward Gavin 9/1/2011 9/1/24-8/31/27
1087 Broad St. 1st Floor
Bridgeport, CT  06604

Atty. Michael Connelly 
Murphy, Karpie, Connelly & 
Sickinger, LLC 7/1/2024 9/1/24-8/31/27
2 Armstrong Road, Suite 110
Shelton, CT 06484

Atty. Eric M. Gross Green & Gross 9/1/2007 9/1/22-8/31/25
1087 Broad Street
Bridgeport, CT  06604-4231

HARTFORD COUNTY
Hon. Nina F. Elgo CT Appellate Court 9/1/2012 9/1/24-8/31/27

75 Elm Street
Hartford, CT  06106

Hon. Matthew Wax Krell New Haven JD 9/1/2006 9/1/24-8/31/27
235 Church Street
New Haven, CT 06510

Atty. Miguel A. Escalera Jr. Kainen, Escalera & McHale 9/1/2021 9/1/24-8/31/27
21 Oak Street, Suite 601
Hartford, CT 06106

Atty. Perry Zinn Rowthorn Rowthorn Law LLC 4/27/2016 9/1/22-8/31/25
43 Walbridge Road
West Hartford, CT  06119

Atty. Denise Martino Phelan 129 Rampart Drive 9/1/1992 9/1/22-8/31/25
Glastonbury, CT  06033

Atty. Abby M. Warren Robinson & Cole LLP 7/1/2019 9/1/22-8/31/25
280 Trumbull Street
Hartford, CT  06103-3597

Atty. Maura Horan Ruben & Horan, P.C 7/1/2023 9/1/23-8/31/26
249 Pearl Street, 3rd Floor
Hartford, CT 06103

Section 2-3 of the Practice Book provides the term of office of each member, one of whom must be a judge, shall be three years from the first day 
of September succeeding appointment, and terms shall be continued to be arranged so that those of eight members shall expire annually. 
Vacancies shall be filled by the judges for unexpired terms only. ALL OF THE INDIVIDUALS WHOSE NAMES ARE LISTED BELOW 
AND HIGHLIGHTED ARE BEING CONSIDERED FOR APPOINTMENT OR REAPPOINTMENT
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State Bar Examining Committee, Superior Court May 21, 2024

Name Address Initial Appointment 3-Year Term

Section 2-3 of the Practice Book provides the term of office of each member, one of whom must be a judge, shall be three years from the first day 
of September succeeding appointment, and terms shall be continued to be arranged so that those of eight members shall expire annually. 
Vacancies shall be filled by the judges for unexpired terms only. ALL OF THE INDIVIDUALS WHOSE NAMES ARE LISTED BELOW 
AND HIGHLIGHTED ARE BEING CONSIDERED FOR APPOINTMENT OR REAPPOINTMENT

Atty. Robert D. Silva UCONN Health 9/1/2011 9/1/23-8/31/26
Office of the General Counsel
263 Farmington Avenue, MC-
1093
Farmington, CT  06030

Hon. Elliot N. Solomon (Retired) PO Box 370001 3/12/2014 9/1/23-8/31/26
West Hartford, CT  06117

LITCHFIELD COUNTY

Atty. David A. Moraghan
Smith Keefe Moraghan & 
Waterfall 9/1/1990 9/1/23-8/31/26
32 City Hill Avenue Suite C
P.O. Box 1146
Torrington, CT 06790-1146

Hon. Anne C. Dranginis (Retired) P.O.Box 39 9/21/1978 9/1/22-8/31/25
Litchfield, CT 06759

MIDDLESEX COUNTY
Atty. Sharon A. Peters P.O.Box 165 9/1/1997 9/1/24-8/31/27

Portland, CT  06480

Atty. Campbell D. Barrett Pullman & Comley 9/1/2020 9/1/23-8/31/26
90 State House Square
Hartford, CT 06103

NEW HAVEN COUNTY
Atty. Martha S. Triplett Delaney & Triplett, P.C. 9/1/2018 9/1/24-8/31/27

273 North Main Street
P.O. Box 747
Wallingford, CT 06492

Atty. Alix Simonetti 76 Kohary Drive 10/2/2000 9/1/24-8/31/27
New Haven, CT  06515

Atty. Gail E. McTaggart 41 Church Street 9/1/1989 9/1/22-8/31/25
Waterbury, CT  06702
Attn:  Jennifer Naylor

Atty. Timothy P. Pothin Faxon Law Group 8/30/2016 9/1/22-8/31/25
59 Elm Street
New Haven, CT  06510
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State Bar Examining Committee, Superior Court May 21, 2024

Name Address Initial Appointment 3-Year Term

Section 2-3 of the Practice Book provides the term of office of each member, one of whom must be a judge, shall be three years from the first day 
of September succeeding appointment, and terms shall be continued to be arranged so that those of eight members shall expire annually. 
Vacancies shall be filled by the judges for unexpired terms only. ALL OF THE INDIVIDUALS WHOSE NAMES ARE LISTED BELOW 
AND HIGHLIGHTED ARE BEING CONSIDERED FOR APPOINTMENT OR REAPPOINTMENT

NEW LONDON COUNTY
Atty Raymond L. Baribeault Suisman & Shapiro 9/28/2011 9/1/22-8/31/25

P.O. Box 1591
2 Union Plaza, Suite 200
New London, CT  06320

TOLLAND COUNTY

Hon. Amir Shaikh
Superior Court for Juvenile 
Matters 9/1/2017 9/1/23-8/31/26
81 Columbia Avenue
Willimantic, CT 06226

WINDHAM COUNTY

Atty. Kevin C. Connors
Guarnaccia Connors Kalom & 
Zorn 9/1/2005 9/1/23-8/31/26
P.O.Box 44
25 Church Street
Willimantic, CT 06226

Page 3



Statewide Grievance Committee May 21, 2024

Name Address Judicial District

First 
Commenced 

Service under 
7/1/86 Rules Term

Atty. Alexander C. Beck (Vice 
Chair) Office of the State's Attorney Ansonia/Milford 7/1/2019 7/1/22-6/30/25

235 Church Street
New Haven, CT 06510

Atty. Kevin M. Black Black's Law Group, PLLC Danbury 4/5/2022 7/1/22-6/30/25
7 Natinoal Place
Danbury, CT  06810

Gian-Carlo Peressutti 29 Farm Hill Road Danbury 7/1/2019 7/1/22-6/30/25
(non-atty) Ridgefield, CT 06877

Atty. Charleeen E. Merced 
Agosto 1087 Broad Street Bridgeport 7/1/2024 7/1/24 - 6/30/27

4th Floor
Bridgeport, CT 06604

Atty. John Ribas Goldman, Gruder & Woods Bridgeport 7/1/2022 7/1/22-6/30/25
105 Technology Drive
Trumbull, CT 06611

Betsy Browne 200 Edgewood Road Bridgeport 7/1/2022 7/1/22-6/30/25
(non-atty) Fairfield, CT 06825

Atty. Jane Smith Scholl 38 Colton Street Hartford 7/1/2024 7/1/24 - 6/30/27
Farmington, CT 06032

Atty. Mark Ostrowski Shipman & Goodwin LLC Hartford 7/1/2024 7/1/24 - 6/30/27
One Constitution Plaza
Hartford, CT 06103-1919

Mr. Lawrence (Larry) M. Sweeney 160 Island Trail Litchfield 7/1/2024 7/1/24 - 6/30/27
(non-atty) Morris, CT 06763

Atty. Gregory Borrelli Assistant State's Attorney Middlesex 7/1/2024 7/1/23-6/30/26
235 Church Street
New Haven, CT 06510

Atty. Sara Greene Office of the Chief State's Attorney New Britain 7/1/2022 7/1/22-6/30/25
20 Franklin Square
New Britain, CT 06051

Section 2-33 of the Practice Book.  Terms shall commence on July 1 and appointments shall be for terms of three years.  One member shall be designated as chair 
and another as vice chair.  No member shall serve for more than two consecutive three-year terms excluding any appointments for less than a full term; a member 
may be reappointed after a lapse of one year.
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Statewide Grievance Committee May 21, 2024

Name Address Judicial District

First 
Commenced 

Service under 
7/1/86 Rules Term

Section 2-33 of the Practice Book.  Terms shall commence on July 1 and appointments shall be for terms of three years.  One member shall be designated as chair 
and another as vice chair.  No member shall serve for more than two consecutive three-year terms excluding any appointments for less than a full term; a member 
may be reappointed after a lapse of one year.

Atty. Talaiya Buffaloe Cynthia Garraty Law Firm New Haven 7/1/2024 7/1/24 - 6/30/27
2319 Whitney Avenue, Suite 4C
Hamden, CT 06518

William R. Grous 26 Carolyn Court New Haven 6/20/2023 7/1/23-6/30/26
(non-atty) North Haven, CT 06473

Gary Farrugia 31 Saunders Drive New London 7/1/2021 7/1/24 -6/30/27
(non-atty) Niantic, CT 06357

Atty. Matthew G. Berger (Chair) CT Public Defender's Office New London 12/6/2016 7/1/22-6/30/25
112 Broad Street 
New London, CT 06320

Gail Post 18 Rock Road Stamford/Norwalk 1/2/2019 7/1/22-6/30/25
(non-atty) Milford, CT 06460

Atty. Barry Butler Barry Butler Law PLLC Stamford/Norwalk 7/1/2022 7/1/22-6/30/25
20 Nelson Place
Fairfield, CT  06825

Atty. Sophia Shaikh Department of Developmental Services Tolland 12/5/2023 7/1/22-6/30-25
27 Naek Road
Vernon, CT  06066

Lori Anton 35 Cambridge Drive Waterbury 7/1/2020 7/1/23-6/30/26
(non-atty) Wolcott, CT 06716

Atty. Frank P. Blando 929 Judson Place Waterbury 7/1/2022 7/1/22-6/30/25
Stratford, CT 06615

Atty. Paige Quilliam Gould-Larson Windham 8/15/2023 7/1/23 - 6/30/26
30 Plains Rd. 
Essex, CT 06426
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